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Taylor hay Population.—The Moniteur of February 26th, 


Saltillo and iB cives the results of the last quinquennial census of 
the population, made by virtue of anordinance of 
May 4th, 1846, the numbers of which may be con- 
sidered, in regard to the Jaws and administrative 
regulations, as the only official and authentic date, — 
The following is an analysis. The population of 
France (including Corsica) at the present data, 
amounts to 35,400,486 inhabitants, of which 1,364,- 

1467 belong to the single depariment of the Seine.— 
After that comes the department le Nord, which 
counts 1,132,950 inhabitants, and shows the most 
ynsiderable increase. ‘The population of all the 
jepartments has increased with the exception of 
ve, viz. the Eure, the Jura, Lot-et-Garonne, the 
Meuse and Haute-Soane. Cullectively, the diminu- 
ion in the five departments is not more than 5,273 
nhabitants. 

From the last quinquennial to the preceding (1836; 
1846) the general population has increased about a 
hirtieth. The following table shows the results of 
\e six last censusses:—= 
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increase. Per cent. 


1816—1821 30.161,875 


Mr. Kendal 1821—1°26 31.858.937 1397,0620r 4} 
en. Salas is in 1826—1831 32 569 224 718,286 ‘“ 9 
yn reports at 1831-1836 33,540,910 971,687 ** 2g 
ough to veri- 1836—1841 34 230 178 689 268 ** 9 
rias has long 1841—1846 35 400,486 1,170,288 * 3} 


It results from the official table that in a quarter 
facentury, (from 182] to 1846) the French popu 
ation has increased nearly a sixth. It was a cen- 
ty ago, according to Neckar, about 20 millions, 
nee then it must have increased in the relation of 
little more than three quarters, which sufficiently 
gonfirms the calculations of the economists accord- 
ig to which our population was to double in 120 or 
Qyears. (Mr. Charles Dupin has calculated that 
may double in 117 years.) The population of Pa- 
s about 1750 did not exceed 540,000; as it now 
Kceeds one million, it may be said to have sensibly 
nceeded in its progress the progress of the general 
ppulation of the kingdom; this 1s especially to be 
marked for the last period of five years. On the 
hole, the mean annual increase for the quarter of 
century has been, in round numbers, 197,500. The 
ime calculation made with regard to the two pert- 
$180] and 1821, give only 156,000 increase. It 
perceived by ‘his comparison how much a state of 
ace, and along with it, the development of labor 
hd industry, has hastened the progress of the gen- 
al population. 
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Prussia has at length received something in the 
ape of the loug promised constitution; the King 
§ issued letters patent, enacting that the provin- 
istates of the kingdom shall be united into a gen- 
ldiet, as often as it shall be necessary to raise 
ng, or to increase existing taxes. Thus the King 
ords to the diet some control over the public mon- 
I'he concession is not perhaps very great—cer- 
ly nothing like what was expected, but consid— 
d as the first step towards liberty, its importance 
hot be overrated. Jt will be the fault of the 
‘slans themselves, if, now that they have got the 
er of the purse, they do not, before long obtain 
laws, rights and privileges of a free people— 
g8 that they merit, as one of the greatest and 
| intelligent nations in Europe. The royal pa— 
“)asthey are called, are four in number, and 
Very lengthy, setting forth a number of minute 
tations with respect to the powers and attributes 
we new diet. Besides the convocation of the 
eddie:, for according loans and new taxes, the 
§ Proposes to convoke, periodically a commitiee 
g“' bodo to consult them on such legislative acts, 
®tmay think advisable. It seems however, that 
il Will not be allowed any legislative power, but 
hich are res ©a mere consultative bod ice 
f’ y, whose advice may 
tentin the nelg “4Y Not be followed. They are to have the right 
na more oF © Mon. ‘These last two concessions are scarcely 
rot, creating * ecutioning, some control over taxation being 
crop. Turn my Concession of any importance. The united 
doar making ng be formed of all the eight diets of the 
thing like 4” al flac lt will consist of two branehes—one of 
al Bs the blood and the titled nobility, the 
va deputies (consisting of three orders) 
ol. XXM. Sic 


rfolk, Va. The 
-essels that hav 
band meal, for ex 
The list coir 
4 schooners 
ushells of gra 
The names 
hooner are ali# 
ding with bresé 
he names 0 
boners, in all 
at that port, @ 


r 
oe. 


body will be upwards of 650. Since the promulga- 
tion of this new constitution, as some people call it, 
the King has tssued an ordinance convoking the diet 
for the 11th of April next; not, however, says his 
majesty because the state of the finances requires 
their co-operation, but he is anxious to see them 
around him. The concessions made by the King, 
have upon the whole been very favorably received 
in Germany notwithstanding they fall so far short of 
public expectation. The official organ of the gov- 
ernment has published some remarkable articles on 
the subject, in which it holds out a sort of promise 
that if the people behave well, the King will make 
further concessions before long. 

The French government has authorized the con- 
cession to a company, headed by Messrs. Heront & 
Handel, of four steamers belonging to the navy, to 
establish a line between Havre and New York.— 
These vessels are worth 1,900,000 frances, and are to 
carry the mails for nothing. Immense numbers of 
French people are preparing to emigrate to the Uni- 
ted States. 

The journal des Debats states that a good under- 
standing has been restored between Guizot and the 
English minister Lord Normanby, the latter making 
the first advances and the Austrian minister acting as 
mediator. Lord Normanby had been received with 
great cordiality by the King Louis Philippe. Count 
Walewski has been appointed French minister to 
the Plate republic and was to sail in a few days. 

A commercial convention has been concluded 
with the King and chiefs of Cape Mount, on the 
west coast of Africa, for the suppression of the slave 
trade. 

M. Dumas once more. The following gem of cor- 
respondence has been published in the Paris papers. 

‘Sir, —You insulted me the other day in the chain- 
ber of deputies. Free to day from all business en- 
gagements, I] send you my friend, M Viennet, presi- 
dent of the society of men of letters, to learn the day, 
the place, and the hour—(we give the conclusion in 
the original French, lest it be supposed we exagge— 
rate)—ou il vous convient que nous couperons la gorge. 

“ALEXANDER Dumas Marquis de la Pailleterie.” 

To this strange epistle the sensible M. de Malle- 
ville sent the following amusing answer: 

“Sir, 1 thank you for having afforded me the oppor- 
tunity of seeing the agreeable and excellent M. Vien- 
net. Asto the proposal which you are good enough 
tomake tocut my throat, 1 am chagrined beyond 
measure at not being able to accept it. I have not 
the honor to be a gentleman. 

‘‘Marquis de MaLevitLe.” 

At the half-yearly meeting of the bank of France, 
it was stated that not less than 17,2847,000 francs 
had been drawn from the reserves since the month 
of July, principally on account of the distress occa- 
sioned by the scarcity. The details that were given 
of the bank's operations were not of the most salis- 
factory character; nor were the hopes held out for 
the future very cheering. In the last six months of 
the year discounts were made of commercial paper 
to the amount of 800,000,000 francs, being only 10,- 
000,000 more than in the corresponding half of the 
preceding year, whilst in the first six months the 
increase was more than 203,000,000. This will give 
an idea of the cruelly depressed siate of trade. 


Haytt. A new president of the republic of Hayti 
was chosen and proclaimed by the senate on the 2d 
March. His name is Faustin Sou.oveveE, a general 
officer, aged about fifty years, and said to be well es- 
teemed by the people; a manof good and amiable 
character, and distinguished for his firmness and cou- 
rage. 





New Hampsuire Election. —The New Hampshire 
Patriot publishes returns of the vote for goversor 
from allthe towns in the state except Drummer and 
Hart’s Location in Coos county, which last year gave 
Williams (loco) 12, and Colby (whig)6. The result 
as compared with last year 3s as follows: 





1846. 1847. 

Williams (loco) 26,987 30,801 

Colby, (whig) 17,653 21,125 

All others 10,504 8,540 
Majority against Williams in 1846 1,170 
Majority for Williams in 1847 1,137. 


elected as at present. The total number of the new 


LeaisLtature.—The senate, when the three vacan- 
cies are filled, will consist of one whig and eleven lo- 
cos. House, according to the Patriot, 149 locos, and 
138 whigs. 





LETTER FROM PAYMASTER J. B. BUTLER. 
Monterey, March 3, 1847. 

Ihave no donbt of the dissolution of Santa Anna’s 
army, morally and physically, ana there will be no 
more fighting in this region, if there be any anywhere. 

Gen. Santa Anna is really to be pitied. His men are 
a wretched set. He had twice, during the battle, to in- 
terpose his Jancers to prevent desertion, and they shot 
down some fifty at each time before he could prevent 
the flight of his infantry. The information comes from 
prisoners who deserted as soon as exchanged, and came 
into Gen. Taylor’s camp. They report that Santa Anna 
is destitute of all kinds of provisions, and that he can- 
not keep them together. 

Santa Anna expected an easy victory. His army was 
told that the Americans had an abundance of provisions 
and lots of money, and that they must enter Saltillo the 
day of the battle and take their supper at our expense. 
This is from reports of persons taken, officers as well ag 
privates. 





Gry. KEARNY’S ARRIVAL AT CALIFoRNIA. Letters from 
Tepic, near San Blas, give accounts from California 
to the 18th of January. Gen. Kearny had arrived with 
200 men, from New Mexico. Uniting other forces with 
his own, he immediately attacked the town of Los An- 
gelos, and retook it, after a stout resistance. Upper Ca- 
lifornia is now in our undisputed possession. 





_ Crryor Mexico. The revolution in the city of Mex. 
ico was not, atthe Jast accounts, determined. There 
has not been much fighting and bloodshed, and the 
troops appear to be vacillating, and one of the revolted 
regiments has gone back to the side of the government. 


Navat. The U. S. steamer Polk went to sea from 
Hampton Roads on Tuesday afternoon. bound to the 
Gulf of Mexico, on a surveying cruize. 





LigHT AND HEAT FROM WATER. ‘T'o obtain a motive 
power, applicable to general purposes, from steam, is 
comparatively a recent achievement of inventive inge- 
nuity. Obtaining light from gas is a quite recent disecove- 
ry. What wonders have been wrought within our own 
recollections by means of those two agents? 

Magnetic agency has but just commenced its career. 
It promises results no less wonderful, no less useful than 
either of the others. 
|. Light and heat, to be derived from water. is now a 
desideratum. The theory hasbeen ascertained Licht 
intense light, and heat is evulved from a decomposition 
of water. Ingenuity has a new and ample field for em- 
ployment. ‘To grasp the discovery and reduce it to 
practical purposes, is the aim of the scientific. We 
have had several announcements, some in Kurope, 
others in our own country, of the discovery of a process 
whereby intense light could be obtained by a galvanic 
or chemical proce-s, which was to supercede most of 
our artificial lights, They have as yet accomplished but 
little that is found to be practical. "We have it now an- 
nounced that an English chemist, Mr. Grove, has sue- 
ceeded in obtaining light by a process which may per- 
hans be made extremely useful. 

It is known that intense heat and light is obtained by 
burning pure hydrogen with oxygen, the only ingredi- 
ents of water. Mr. Grove’s process is, to heat a tube of 
platinum in a common spirit lamp and pass steam 
through it, which will thereby become decomposed and 
transformed into gaseous elements of intense power.— 
The impression has long been entertained, that many of 
the explosions which occur of steam boilers, are occa- 
sioned by the sudden conversion of steam into this form 
of gases. To obtain this powerful element was no 
longer a difficulty. To grasp it and reduce it to obedi- 
ence, to make it subservient tv common useful purposes 
was the object. The process would seem tu suggest it- 
self,—produce the gas in very limited, yet measured 
quantities, and draw it off as it is evolved by adequate 
conduits. This appears to have been Mr. Grove’s plan. 
After obtaining the gas by the above process, it is co. « 
ducted off into small tubes, at the end of which it is 
gnited as our common gas tubes are. Great caution is 
required, of course, to prevent explosion. Pure water, 
free from salt or any foreign substance, and from which 
the air has been expelled by a caretul! ebullition, is in- 
dispensab‘e. 

It but a small quantity of the gas be required, Mr. G. 
states itinay be ubtained by introducing into a vessel 
of water, heated” to 90 degrees, beneath a bell glass, a 
ball of platinum intensely heated. The water wil] be 
immediately decomposed, and the gas will fili the bell 
glass. Osmium and iridium have the same effect as 
' platinum, and probably gould would also, 
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ARMY ORDERS. 
GeneraL Orpvers, No. 13. 
War Derartment, 4dj't General’s Office, 
Washington, March 27, 1847. 
The following surgeons and assistant surgeons, 
appointed in the ten additional regiments, will im- 
mediately report to their respective colonels, who 
willassign them to duty on the recruiting service; 
and at the proper time direct them to join their regi- 
ments, or detachments thereof, as soon as put in 
route for the seat of war: | 
3d Dragoons—to Col. E. G. W. Butler, N. Orleans. 
_ Surgeon Edward H. Barton, assistant surgeon 
F. J. Robertson, assistant Surgeon Corydon 5. 
Abell. 
Regiment Voltigeurs—to Colonel T. P.ndrews, Wash- 
ington. 
Surgeon J. W. Tyler, assistant Surgeon James L.. 
Clarke. 
9th Infantry—to Col. T. B. Ransom, Boston, Mass. 
Surgeon Justin E. Stevens, assistant Surgeon 
John D. Walker, assistant Surgeon F. L. Whea- 
ton. 
10th Inf.—to Col. R. E. Temple, city of New York. 
Surgeon T. R. Spencer, assistant Surgeon J. R. 
Riggs, assistant Surgeon John Conger. 
llth Infantry—to Major E. W. Morgan, sup’g. rec’g. 
of Reg’t. Philad. 
Surgeon W. J. Barry, assistant Surgeon John H. 
Weir. 
12th Inf—to Lt. Col. M. L. Bonham, N. Orleans 
Surgeon Robert R. Ritchie, assistant Surgeon 
A. G. Howard, assistant Surgeon Leonaad Ran- 
dall. 
13th Inf—to Col. R. M. Echols, New Orleavs. 
Surgeon John T. Lamar, assistant Surgeon Ro- 
bert F. Gibbs, assistant Surgeon Frankiin Malone. 
14th Inf—Col. Win. Trousdale, New Orleans. 
Surgeon Lewis W. Jordan, assistant Surgeon 
Robert. H. McGinnis, assistant Surgeon Edward B 
Price. 
15th Inf.—to Lt. Col. J. Howard, Cincinnati, Ohio. | 
Surgeon James B. Slade, assistant Surgeon Wil-| 
liam D. Carlin, assistaut Surgeon Cnarles QO. Wa-| 
ters. 
16th Ir,f.—to Col. J. W. Tibbats, Newport, Ky. 
Surgeon Geo. Berry, assistant Surgeon Allen T. | 
Noe, assistant surgeon, Shepherd Laurie. 
By order, 
R. JONES, Adj’t. General. | 


GeneERAL Onvers, No. 14. 
War Department, Adjutant General’s Office, | 
Washington, March 27, 1847. 

1. Extracts from the act approved March 3, 1847, | 
in reference to the acceptance of such of the vo- 
lunteers now with the army in Mexico, as may, on. 
the expiration of their present term, voluntarily en- | 
gage to re-enter the service for the period of during 
the war. 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the presi 
dent be and he is hereby authorized to accept the | 
services of such of the volunteers now in Mexico | 
as, in his opinion, the state of the public service may 
require, and who may, at the termination olf the | 
preseni lerm, voluntarily engage to serve during the | 
war with Mexico; and to organize the same into 
companies, battalions, and regiments, agrecably to | 
existing laws, aud to commission the officers fur the | 
same. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in addition 
to the pay and allowances provided for the yvolun- 
teers now in the service of the United States, under 
existing laws, each volunteer who shall re-enter the 
service under the provisions of this act in Mexico, 
immediately afler the close of his present term ol 
service, shall be entitled to a bounty of twelve dol- 
lara, to be paid as soon as the company shall have 
been duly mustered and received by the mustering 
and inspecting officer. fe 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted That the presi- 
dent be and he is hereby authorized to accept the 
service of individual volunteers to fill vacancies 
which may occur by death, discharge, or other cai se 
in the volunteer regiments or corps now in the ser- 
vice of the United Siates, or « hich may be received 
during the existing war with Mexico.” — 

2. In conformity with the law, the president directs 
that the volunteers in Mexico be received into the 
service of the United States for ‘‘duriug the war,” 
should they so desire; and the officers commanding 
divisions, brigades, or a less number of the forces in 
Mexico, are authorized to accept their services, de- 
signate proper officers to re-muster them on tie ex- 
piration of their present terms, and are directed io 
take all proper measures within the scope oi then 

owers to carry out the provisions of the law. 

3. The volunteers who may sw tender their servi- 
ces fur a second (erm will be received by companies, 
consisting of one captain, one first lieutenant, two 
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vates, and then be organized into battalions and reg- 
iments. Although preferable, it is not deemed in- 
dispensable that commands should be made up of 
officers and men from the same state. 

4. Single companies, as well as independent bat- 
talions; to consist of four companies, to be com- 
manded by majors, each with an acting adjutant, 
may be accepted; and may, if deemed expedient, be 
associated for camp and field service with the recu— 
lar troops. If organized into brigades and divisions, 
the requirements of the act approved June 18, 1846, 


5. The captain and subalterns will be chosen by 
the men of the several companies, and will be com- 
missioned by the president accordingly; but in the 
mean time the company officers will at once enter 
upon their duties on the authority of the officer who 
may forward the evidence of their election. It is 
mace the duty of the several Brigadier Generals of 
volunteers, or such officers as they may designate for 
that purpose, to superintend and hold the elections 
of the company officers. 

6. The field officers will be appointed by the pre- 
sident; and as it ishighly essential to the public in- 
terest that none but active, efficient officers of every 
grave should receive commissions, the president in- 
viles the recommendations of the several general 
officers of volunteers serving in the field; and also an 
expression of the preference of the officers and 
men who may compose each battalion or regiment. 
All vacancies will be filled by the president, on sa- 
listactory tecommendations forwarded from the 
army. 

7. The further instructions of the President, if any 
be necessary, will be communicated direct te the 
General commanding in chief and t» Major General 
‘Taylor. 

8. Proper arrangements will be made by the Pay- 
master General to pay the bounty of trelve dollars 
in hand to each volunteer as soon as the company 
to which he may belong shall have been duly mus- 
tered and received by the mustering und inspecting 
( flicer. 

9. In the execution of the provisions of this order 
the public interest will not admit of any delay; and 
all officers on whom this duty may devolve are re~ 
quired to forward their reports «© ithout loss of time, 


leer forces according to law. By order, 
RK. JONES, Adj’t. General. 
GENERAL Orpers, 2 HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
No. 19. § Tampico, February 18, 1847. 
The general-in-chief announces to the army the 
staff oflicers who are attached to general headquarters 
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754,560Ibs_ of Sulphur and 3,368,68Llbs. of Sait p,. 
tre. This amount, with charcoal, would turn out 5. 
000,000ibs. of gunpowder. 


At Harper's Ferry anj 
Springfield there were 26,568 percussion muskets 
manufactured, and 55,923 appendage pieces. The 
army of the Rio Grande has had in 1846, 50 4. 
coast and garrison cannon, 32 and 24 pounders; 9 
field and siege cannon; 10 siege mortars complete: 
1878 ten and eight inch shells; 4,000 rounds of an. 
munition for garrison guns, 44,720 for field and siege 
guns; 12,429 muskets; 3,421 rifles; 5,440 carbines ang 
pistols; 3,218 sabres and swords; 21,706 sets of ao, 
coutrements; 3,778,278 cartridges for small arms 
and 600 barrels of powder. There has been $16: 
000,000 invested in the ordnance department. 





NAVY JOURNAL. 
NavaL.—The following are the dimensions of the 
U. States frigate St. Lawrence which was launched 
on Thursday at Norfolk. 


Length between perpendiculars 176 feet 
Breadth of Beam (moulded) 45 * 
Depth of Hold to gun deck 21“ din, 
Gun deck to spar deck 7“ Lin. 
Burthen in tons (measurement) 1552 50 95, 


These were the original dimensions; but they haye 
veen slightly altered or modified, and the tonnage jp. 
creased, by the new method of estimating. 
ARMAMENT. 
Main Deck—26 thirty two pounders. 
4 eight inch shell guns. 
Spar Deck.—4 medium 32 pounders. 
4 eight inch shell guns. 
12 light 32 pounders. 
Though this shows a forceof only 50 guns, she js 
pierced for and can carry 60. 


THE UNITED STATES BRIG SOMERS. 
FROM THE LONDON EXAMINER. 

Glorious Example. We beg to direct the attention 
of our readers to an account of the loss of the Ameri 
ican brig of war Somers, which abounds with trait 
of heroism—heroism, not in destroying, but in saving 
—which do honor to humanity. ‘The brig was upset 
in a squall; before she foundered, one boat only couli 
be got out; the men appointed to her implored other 
on board the sinking ship to take their places, and 
some actually returned on board to perish with their 
comrades. But this was not all. The officers aul 
‘erews of the French, Spanish, and Lnglish ships 
war, who witnessed the disaster, exerted themselves 





in the field. 
Depariment of Orders. 
First Lieut. H. L. Scott, 4th infantry, aid-de-camp 


| and acting assistant adjutant general. 


First Lieut. 'T. Williams, 4th artillery, aid-de-camp 

First Lieut. E. P. Seammon, topographical engi- 
neer, acting aid-de-camp. 

Second Lieut. G.W. Lay, 6th infantry, military 
secretary. 

General Staff Officers. 

Lieut. Col. E. A. Hitchcock, 3d infantry, acting 
inspector general. 

Capt. James Monroe, 6th infantry, acting assistant 
inspector general. 

Col. J. G. Totten, chief of the corps of engineers. 

Major W. Turnbull, acting chief of topographical 
cngineers 

Capt. B. Huger, acting chief of ordnance. 


ter’s department. 

Capt. J. B. Grayson, acting chief of the subsistence 
department. 

Major EK. Kirby, 
ment. 


partment. 

The senior field officer of artilicry, Col. J. Bank- 
head, 2d artillery, will enter upon the duties of chief 
of artillery as soon as there shall be occasion for 
planting heavy batteries. 

All general staff officers will he mainly employed 
in their respective departaients of duty, and any or- 
ders that any chief of department may give in rela- 
tion to his peculiar duties in the name and by the au- 
thority of the general in-chief of the army, will be 
promptly obeyed. WinFie_p Scorr 

By command ef Major General Scort. 

H. L. Scor7, A. A. A. G. 





ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 


Major S. McRee, acting chief of the quartermas- 


acting chief of the pay depart- 


Surgeon Gen. T. Lawson, chief of the medical de- 


with the most glorious bravery to save the lives 
| the poor fellows clinging to spars and wreckage. 1 
‘this gallant endeavor, Frenchmen, Spaniards. and Er 
glishmen were all on the sublime level of the hight 
|courage and most exalted humanity. How pom 
are feats of arms compared with this display of tit 
best virtues of the three nations in sight of each ol 
er—one good heart beatirg in common in all! Tf 
crown the glory, the saved were worthy of their pr 
servers, as generous, as brave, as devoted. 

The Somers, being employed in the blockaded 
Vera Cruz, was capsized in a sudden squall; and 
was soon clear that she was in a sinking state. 
following account of what passed is by one of 
American crew:—The small quarter boat was cledl 
ed away, and dropped carefully round to leewam 
and manned by her usual complement of five oan 
men. Midshipman Clarke was ordered by Capita 
Semmes to take charge of the boat. Finding " 
there was no chance of saving the brig, and thats 
was fast sinking, Capt. Semmes ordered Mr. (ld 
to shove off with Dr. Wright and seventeen me?" 
sides Purser Steele, to pull for Green Island, a 
half a mile distant, and immediately to return, if 
sible, and save more lives. This order was a 


solicited, by name, each of the officers left 0”! 
wreck to come with them. ‘These officers resolul 
declared that they would wait and take their chi 
with the brig. Passed Midshipman Hynson, 
had been partially disabled by a bad burn rect 
in the firing of the Creole, was particularly "" 
to go into the boat. A lad of the name os , 
|jumped out of the boat and effered his place he 

son, and aman of the name of Powers did t 

thing. Mr. Hynson refusing both offers, ts! 
then declared that others might have their places, @ 

they would abide on the wreck with Mr. Hynson- Or 
Semmes who was in impaired health, was also 7 
ed to go, but refused. Lieut. Parker answe 








second lieutenants, and not less than sixty-four pri- 


During the tast year the department had on hand 


similar solicitation by saying he would drow? 





















executed, but not untilsome of those in the boat” 
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of Salt Pe. the brig. Lieut. Claiborne and Act’g Master Clemson 
turn out 5. held the same language. Itis a remarkable circum- 
s Ferry and stance that three of the officers and all of the men who 
ion muskets acted thus nobly are saved. When the boat shoved 
eces. The off, the gale was blowing with great violence, and a 
846, 50 sea heavy sea running,so that for some moments it was 
ounders; 98 q matter of doubt whether the boat would live. The 
rs complete: poat, however, reached the island in about twenty 
unds of am. minutes. As soon as the men were landed, Mr. 
ld and siegg Clarke, disregarding the most strenuous entreaties, 
carbines and resolutely shoved off again with a volunteer crew, at 


the imminent hazard of their lives. In less than three 
minutes after the boat left the brig, Capt. Semmes, 
finding the vessel settling under them, gave an order 
All simultaneously 


16 sets of ac. 
small arms, 
is been $16, 


ment. for every man tosave himself. 
plunged into the water, and grasped the posts, gra- 
tings, spals, Coops, and other floating objects at hand. 
ensions of the Many must have gone down from the want of any 
was launched support whatever; others struggled on frail floats, to 
be finally drifted on the reefs and dashed in pieces.— 
76 feet Some were driven to sea to be heard of no more, and 
45 * others encountered the worst fate that could be ap- 
21 Ain. prehended, in being devoured by sharks. Through 
7% Lin. all this appalling scene the greatest composure was 
1552 50 95, observed by men and officers. There was no appear- 


ance of panic—no exhibition of selfishness. Those 
he tonnage in- who could not swim were particularly enjoined to go 
ng. inthe boat. A large man of the name of Seymour, 

- the ship’s cook, had got intothe boat. Lieut. Parker 
; commanded him to come out, in order to make room 


but they have 


“4 for two smaller men, and he obeyed the order, but 
rs. was afterwards directed to go in the boat when it was 
1s. found he could not swim. Capt. Semmes and Lieut. 


Parker were picked up by Mr. Clarke from a grating, 
and Jacob Hazard, yeoman, was rescued swimming 
near them. ‘Those who survived have told of many 
instances of heroic self-devotion. ‘The acting master 
Henry A. Clemsen, was struggling on a small steering 
sail boom with five others, two of whom could not 
swim. He found that all could not be supported, and 
he left and struck out alone and unsupported. He 
was seen for the last time upon a skylight, and prob- 
ally perished in the surf. The five meu he left were 
saved, the two who could not swim being supported 
by their companions, Colson and Williamson. ‘There 
were lying at Sacrificios, about two miles to the lee- 
ward of the wreck, Her Britannic Majesty’s ships En- 
dymion and Alarm, and brig Daring, commanded res- 
pectively by Captains Lambert, Franklin, and Matson; 
the French brigs Pylade and Mercure, Captains Du- 
but and La Voyaire; and the Spanish corvette Luisa 
Fernanda, Capt. Puente. As soon as the accident 
was discovered, the boats of all these vessels were 
simultaneously called away. The crew of the Endéy- 
nion, to the number of 200, came aft and volunteer- 
ed. ‘There was the most noble emulation as to which 
vessel should use the greatest expedition and perse- 
vere in the most strenuous exertions. The violence 
of the gale was such at that time that none of the 
boats could pullagainst it, and it was with the greatest 
regret that Capt. Lambert and others in authority felt 
ittobe their duty to make signalsrecalling their boats. 


50 guns, she i 


SOMERS. 
ER. 

et the attention 
3s of ihe Amer 
unds with traits 
3, but in saving 
e brig was upstt 
- boat only could 
implored other 
heir places, and 
perish with thet 
The officers aud 
English ships 
erted themseltt 
save the lives dl 
d wreckage. } 
paniards. and Er 
vel of the hight 
ity. How pot 
his display of tit 
sight of each oll 
nmon in all! 1 
rthy of their pr 
voted. 

n the blockaded 





























| 


sented in four months after the close of the war, and 
the premium, if any essay is deemed worthy of it, to 
be awarded by the Hon. Simon Greenleaf LL. D., 
the Rev. Francis Wayland, D. D.,and the Rev. Wm. 
Jenks, D. D. 

The review should be written without reference to 
political parties, and present such a view of the sub- 
ject as willcommend itself when the hour of sober 
and candid reflection shall come, to the good sense of 
fair minded men in every party and in all sections of 
the country. The war, in its origin, its progress, and 
the whole sweep of its evils to all concerned, should 
be reviewed (the essays to be not less than one hun- 
dred and fifty, nor more than two hundred and fifty 
pages duodecimo,) on the principles of christianity, 
and an enlightened statesmanship, showing especial- 
ly its waste of treasure and human life;— its inconsis- 
tency with the genius of our republican institutions, | 
as well as with the precepts of our religion, and the | 
spirit of the age;—its bearings, immediate and remote 
on free popular government here, and through the | 
world;—how its evils might have been avoided with | 
better results to both parties;—and what means may 
and should be adopted by nations to prevent similar | 
evils in future. Our sole aim is to promote the cause | 
of permanent peace by turning this war into effectual 
warning against resorts to the sword hereafter. 

The manuscripts may be forwarded te the subscri- 
ber, at 21 Cornhill, Boston, or to M. W. Dodd’s care 
Brick Chureh Chapel, New York. 

By order of the executive committee of the Ameri- 
can Peace society. 





Geo. C. Beckwirn, Cor. See. 
U. S. Gazelle. | 


ne 


February 1847. 


RECRUITING CIRCULAR. 
War Deparrment, 2dj't General’s Office, 
Washinglon, March 24, 1847. 

1... The attention of all officers employed on the 
recruiting service is specially airected to the regula- 
tions relating to the subsistence of recruits. The 
commissary general reports that the extreme allow- 
ance provided for in par. 37, has been assumed as | 
the general rate, and that in many cases, parties of | 
recruits under orders for movement, have charged the 
commutation allowance of 75 cents authorized in par- 
ticular cases by par. 39, instead of drawing their ra- 
tions in kind. ‘his is a great abuse of the regula-| 
tions; and all officers when in charge of detachments | 
or parties of recruits onmarch, or on board steam | 
and canal boats, or sailing vessels, are held responsi- | 
ble that the men draw their subsistence in kind, and 
cook it themselves. 

11. . . Besides the motive of economy, it is proper | 
that recruits should as early as may be, learn to pre- | 
pare and carry their food in a soldierly manner by | 
the means provided by the government for the pur- | 
pose. by oRvDER: 

R. Jones, .4d7°t General. | 
ae 
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FOREIGN AND HOME MARKED. | 


ln the Enquirer of Mouday lust we find the fol—| 
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For the 21 years ending with 1814, the total ex- 
ports were as follows: 


Flour. Wheat. 
20,474.685 barrels. 7,843,216 bushele. 
Annual aver’e 974,985 ‘ 373,486 * 


For the second period of 31 years, beginning with 
1815 and ending with the year 1845, the total ex- 
ports were as follows: 


lour. Wheat. 
30,617 713 bb!s 6,079,813 bushs. 
Annual average 937.663 * 196,124 * 


We have no means of ascertaining what was the 
annual amount of production during these periods; 
but as there seems to have been a remarkable uni- 
formity in the amountof foreign demand, the annual 
average of the last 31 years having been about the 
same asthat for the preceding 21 years, it is not 
material to the object we have in view, which is to 
show that the foreign market, though important as 
an auxiliary to the home demand, is, in comparison 
with the latter, utterly insignifieant. 

By the statement copied above from the Enquirer, 
it appears that the product of wheat in the United 
States, in 1846, was 117,202,800 bushels. 
The quantity exported in 1845 

te all foreign countries in 

the shape wheat ofand flour 


amounted to 6 363,856 bushels. 





Leaving for Home Consump- 

TION, the i:nmense amount 

of 110,838,934 bushels 
In other words, the domestic consumption of this 
zreat staple—the only important article of bread- 
stuffs exported, un'ii within the last twelve months 
the starving condi‘ion of the Irish peasantry has 
created a demand for corn and some other arti- 
cles—is as TWENTY to ONE, compared with the 
foreign. 

For the year ending in 1845, in consequence of the 
augmented demand in Europe, the exports of wheat 
and flour were larger than in 1845—but this increas- 
ed demand was not occasioned by the repeal of the 
British corn laws or by the modification of our own 
tariff, but by a visitation of Providence, cutting short 
the harvests both in Great Britain and on the conti- 
nent—enhancing the necessities of the poople of 
England, Scotland, Ireland and France, while one 
of their usual sources of supply had been simultan- 
eously cut off. ‘he total amount of wheat and flour 
exported in 1846 18 estimated, upon data furnished 
by the treasury department, at avout 13,000,000 
bushels—about double as much as at any antecedent 

eriod. But deduet this amount from our annual 
product, and it Jeaves one liundred and four millions 
for home consumption! ' 

This, tov, be it remembered, is only one of the 
numerous products of the soil, which enter into the 
subsistence of the people, and most of which are 
consumed exclusively at home. Let us look at an- 
cther articie, of greater importance, both in the 
amount produced aud io its estimated money value— 
judian corn. It isstated that the aunual product of 
this important staple in the United States, amounts 
io about 460 millions of bushels. Until recently it 
was all consumed in the home market. Latterly, 
however, itis working 16 way abroad—as may be 
seen by the foilowing table of exports: 

















‘ An hour or two afterwards, when there was a slight | ian C 
iden squall; and S, nt ght | ee ; Years Indian Corn. Indian Meal. 
abatement of the gale, they ag: lowing paragraphs: ;' 35,72 . 23; 
nking state. of tperil of their me a ses re aps bce “The Washingion Ere publishes a estimate, ~ | aan scaeaa! bushels pa barrels 
| is by one ~~ ken from a letter to the secretary of the treasury o m. ae ’ 
- clea Person r “om G . din ‘eis ta’! er tC ew 5.) G75 : : “ 
er boat wasclé - nye gg itn eye arene WhO | Dee. 10, 1846, of the quantity of several staples | reo (9 mos Puig mn vi Bin. a 
round to leew" iT ere. 1€ irst aeut. ol the in Jean, | raised in the United States, with the value of each | *, BAU 19¢ Z I 
-ment of five cam’! 4arleton, rescued the First Lieutenant of the So- | production, according to the prices they bore in the | 1549, : 209,030 
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She rescued ten men at sea to lee- 
ard, ona spar. One hardly knows which to ad- 
Pre most, the forethought or the daring of this noble 
“venture. ‘The risk was incalculable. Five boats 
‘pteseuting each of the foreign vessels, reached the 
land, and took off twenty-three persons to their res- 
eclive vessels, where they were received with a de- 
* of kindness and delicate consideration which I 
uot adequately describe, but which none of us will 
Werforget. They gave us refreshments and supplied 
‘With clothes. I regret that I do not know the names 
all the generous and brave officers who were in 
‘ge of the boats of the different vessels. I cannot 
yt forbear mentioning such as I have learned, 
4 : tout. Wood and the ganner of the Endymion, 
Midshipman Saliz, of the Pylade.” 
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present war with Mexico, the essays to be pre- 








Rye, 29,592 5Uu bushels, worth 23,465 612, 
Wheat, 117,202,800 bushels, worth 1,21,1,01891 | 
Indian corn, 459,666,900 bushels, worth 314,871,820 | 
‘But this 13 only sn approximationand sucely falls | 
below the actual quantity. Would the whig “home 
market” consume these immense products. The | 
farming interest must look to the markets of the | 
world, under the beneficial influence of free trade, | 
to compensate their labor.” Ad 
Que would naturaily infer from the interrogatories | 
of the Enquirer, that the foreign market is the main | 
reliance of the farmer for the cousumption of the | 
products of the soil, and that the home market is, 
comparatively of trivial importance. But the re-| 
verse is the fact, as may be satisfactorily ascertained | 
by reference to the official table of exports. We | 
have before us a statemcut of the quantity of wheat 
and flour exported from 1791 to 1845 inclusive.— 
Dividing this series of years into two periods,—the | 
first ending with the close of the last war iu Great | 
Britain—we fiud the following aggregates: 


times as great as those ef eilier of the foregoing 


years, how trivial is the amount compared with the 
immense aggregate product! 


These statistics will satsfy the reader that the 


‘“whig home market,” spoken of so slightingly by 
the Enquirer, is the farmer’s main reliance—con- 
suming nineteen twentieths of the wheat produced 


in ordinary years, and forty-nine fiftieths of the In- 


dian Cuorn—to say nothing of th se products for 
which the foreign demand is scarcely apprecia- 


le. 


The estimated value of our leading agricultural 
products, a8 given in the statement uyon which we 
have been commenting, is, 1 round numbers 710 
millions of dollars. Of this amount cotton is put 
down at 73 millions, and constitutes our chief arti- 
cle of export. Inclusive, however, of that article, 
the rativ of consumption as between the foreign and 
home warkets, is as 6 to | in favor of the laiter— 
aid, exclusive of that articie, (a large portion of 
which returns lo us in its manufactured form, appre- 
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ciated several hundred per cent. in value by the !a- 
bor of British artizans,) it is not less than 12 to 1.— 
And yet we constantly hear the home market, our 
chief dependence, sneered at as altogether unimpor- 
tant, while upon the foreign market, which is as 
capricious and uncertain as the seasons by which it 
is regulated, the farmers are taugut to rely as their 
most valuable customer! 

The object of the repeal of the British corn-laws, 
as we have heretofore stated, was not to benefit the 
American farmer, but the British manufacturer.— 
And how was the latter to be benefitted? By increas- 
ing or by reducing the price of bread? The latter, 
undeniably. How then can it be pretended that a 
measure intended to reduce rie price of our agri- 
cultural staples, can enure to the advantage of the 
producers of those staples? Every intelligent man 
knows that, but for the unprecedented visitation of 
Providence, which has reduced not Ireland and Scot- 
land alone, but other portionsof Europe, to the verge 
of famine, the prices of our bread-stuffs would have 
ruled lower at this moment than they have done for 
the last ten ortwentv years. This was the avowed 
object of the repeal of the British corn-laws, and 
this would have been the inevitable cjfect of that mea- 
sure, but forthe counteracting tendency of a wide- 
spread calamity which no sagacity could have fore- 
seen, and which no human wisdom could have aver— 
ted. The influence of this calamity will doubtless 
be felt, even should an average crop be produced, in 
Great Britain as well as on the Continent, this year, 
and even perhaps for twoor three years to come— 
so completely will the granaries in every part of the 
world be swept of their contents, in order to supply 
the existing urgent cry fur “bread!” But when the 
equilibrium between demand and supply shall be re- 
stored, by a succession of average crops in Europe- 
not only will the amount of our exports be consider- 
ably diminished, but the price at which they must 
be sold will be reduced in a much greater ratio. 


RELIEF TO IRELAND. 


The sloop-of-war Jamestown, Capt. Robt. Forbes, 
cleared at the Boston custom-house on Friday, with a 
view to sailing the next day on her mission of chari- 
ty. Her destination is Cork, and she is loaded with 
the bulk of about 8,000 barrels of breadstuffs, for the 
poor of Ireland. Her mates are Capt. Macondry «nd 
Capt. Farwell, both of them volunteers. Her crew, 
in all, consists of about fifty persons. 

This is the first time, we believe, that a war-vesse]l 
of one country has been sent to another on such an 
errand of charity her only purpose being the succor 
of a neighboring people. ‘The precedent is a good 
one; and we trust that Mr. Forbes and his generous 
coadjutors may carry the ship and her freight of com- 
fort and peace safely across the ocean, and may as 
safely return! 

The Jamestown, it seems, was detained by adverse 
winds till Sunday morning, when she too« her depar- 
ture in fine trim, flying from her mizzen peak the stars 
and stripes of our own country and from her main roy- 
al-mast head alarge white flag with a green sham- 
rock in the centre. ‘The Boston Journal says: 


“In about one hour’s time from the casting off the | 


last hawser that bound her to the shores of the west- 
ern world, she had discharged her pilot, and was 
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OFFICIAL DESPATCHES OF. 
GEN. TAYLOR. 





Headquarters Army of Occupation. 

Camp on tle field of battle, Buena Vista. 
Merico, February 24, 1847. 
Sir: Ihave the honor to report that, having become 
assured on the 20th inst., that the enemy had assembled 
in very heavy force at Encarnacion, thirty miles in front 
of Agua Nueva, with the evident design of attacking my 
position, I broke up my camp at the latter place on the 
2ist, and took upa strong line in front of Buena Vista 
seven miles south of Saltillo. A cavalry force left at A- 
gua Nueva for the purpose of covering the removal of 
supplies was driven in during the nigth, and on the morn- 
ing of the 22d the Mexican army appeared immediately 
in front ofour position. At 11 o’clock, a. m.,a flag was 
sent, bearirg from General Santa Anna a summons of 
unconditional surrender. ‘Io which I immediately re- 
turned a negative reply. ‘The summons and my reply 
are herewith enclosed. The action was commenced 
late in the afternoon between the light troops on the left 
flank, but was not seriously engaged until the morning 
of the 23d, wnen the enemy made an effurt to foree the 
left flank of our position. An obstinate and sanguinary 
conflict was maintained; with short intervals, throughout 
the day, the result being that the enemy was completely 
repulsed from our lines. An attack of cavalry upon the 
rancho of Buena Vista and a demonstration upon the 
city of Saltillo itself were hkewise handsomely repelled. 
Karly in the night the enemy withdrew from his camp 
and fellback upon Agua Nueva, a distance of twelve 
miles. 

Our own force engaged at all points in this action fell 
somewhat short of 5490 men, while that of the enemy, 
from the statement of General Santa Anna, may be es- 
timated at 20,000. Oursuccess agains: such odds is a 
suflicient enconium on the good conduct of our troops 
Ina more detailed official report, I shall have the satis- 
faction of bringing to the notice of the government the 
conspicuous gallantry of particular officers and corps.— 
I may be permitted here, however to acknowledge my 
great obligation, to Brig. Gen. Wool, the second in com- 
mand, to Whom I feel particularly indebted for his valu- 
able services on this occasion. 

Our loss has been very severe, and will not probably 
fall short of 700 men. ‘The Mexican loss has been im- 
mense. 1 shall take the earliest opportunity of forward- 
a correct list of the casualties of the day. 

am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. ‘TAYLOR. 
Maj. General U.S. A. commanding 
The Adjutant Genera! of the Army, Washington, D. C. 
{ Translation. ] 
(Summons of Santa Annato Gen. Taylor,] 

You are surrounded by tweuty thousand men, and 
cannot, inany human probability, avoid suffering a rout, 
and being cut to pieces with your troops; but as you de- 
serve consideration and particular esteem, [ wish to save 
vou froma catastrophe, and for that purpose give you 
this notice, in order that you may surrender at discretion 
under the assurance that you will be treated with the 
consideration belonging to the Mexican character, to 
which end you will be granted an hour’s time to make 
up your mind, to commence from the moment when 
my flag of truce arrives in your camp. 

With this view, Ll assure you of mv particular consid- 
eration. 

God and Liberty. Camp at Enanetada, February 
29d, 1847. 

Ant Lopez De Sanra ANNA. 

To Gen. Z. Taylor commanding the forces of the 
United States. 

Headquarters Army of Occupation. 
fear Buena Vista, Feb. 22, 1847. 





standing on her course, unshackled and free, bearing 
within her wooden 
ing and covering for the naked, a free-will offering 
from the favored sons of the new world to their afilic- 
ted brethen of the old. 
gallant ship, moulded and fashioned for war’s stern 
purposes of destruction and death, speeding on her 


course, stripped of her armament, on an errand of | — 


mercy. Heaven grant her a quick passage to her des- 


tined port, and safe return to our shores; and long 


may it be before the honor of this, her labor of love 


shall be tarnished by scenes of bloodshed and carnage | positions which they have so well defended, and are 


on her decks! 


“Her cargo consists of 1,577 barrels of bread, 418 | 
casks beans, 88 casks peas, 530 casks and 2,045 bags | Anna for an exchange of prisoners, by which we shall 
corn, 100 tierces hams, 400 barrels pork, 7:23 barrels 


and 4,888 bags corn meal, flour, oat meal, potatoes 
rice, beef, clothing, &c.; in all equal to 8,000 bbls. 


The Boston committee who are charged with re- 
ceiving and furwarding contributions for the relief of | t arta 
the suffering people of Ireland and Scottland, having | amounts to 264 killed, 450 wounded, and 26 missing.— 
dispatched the sloop-of-war Jamestown, have already 
commenced loading another vessel, “Zhe Tartar,” 
with the avails of the collections remaining on hand; | killed and wounded, einbracing many names of the 
and the Courier says that two other vessels are forth- | highest merit. 
Charity so promptly and | 


with to follow the ‘Tartar. 
rounificently bestowed is worthy of all praise, 


walls food for the famish-{ to surrender my forces at discretion, I beg leave to say 


It was anoble sight, that 


Srr: In reply to your note of this date, summoning me 


that I decline accedingto your request. 
| respect, I am sir, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR. 
Maj. Gen. U.S. Army, commanding. 
Senor Gen. A.D. Lopez de Santa Anna, commander in- 
| chief, La Encantada. 


With high 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Saltillo, Feb. 25, 1847. 
S1n: I have respectfully to report that the main Mex- 
}ican force is yetat Agua Nueva. Our troops hold the 


| prepared to receive the enemy, should he venture ano- 
ther attack. 
An arrangement has been made with General Santa 


receive all, or nearly all, of those captured from us at 
_ Our wounded, as well as those of the Mexi- 
| cans which have fallen into our hands, have been re- 
‘moved to this place, and are rendered comfortable. 


Our loss in the recent actions, so far as ascertained, 


One company of the Kentucky cavalry is not included 
| in this statement, its casualties not being yet reported.— 
| I respectfully enclose a list of the comnmussioned officers 


i am, very respectlully, your obedient 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Maj. Gen. U.S. Army, commanding. 


servant, 


| different times, besides the few taken in the action of 
—) 5 rs 
| te 23d. 
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Headquarters Army of Ocenpation 

Agua Nueva, March }, 1847 
Sir: I have the honor to report thag the troops of 
command occupied their original camp at this place on 
the 27th of February, the last of the Mexican re 
leaving the morning of that day in the direction of Sa 
Luis. It is ascertained that the enemy is in full retreat 
and in a very disorganized condition; the men deserting 
and dying of starvation in great numbers. I despatch 
a command this day as far as Encarnacion to haragg 
his rear, and secure whatever military supplies may bg 
found there. 

From the statements of Mexican officers, particular! 
of the medical staff left to succor the wounded, ine 
seems no doubt that their loss in the recent action is 
moderately estimated at 1,500, and may reach 2,009 
men, killed and wounded; besides 2,000 or 3,000 deger. 
ters. Many officers of rank were lost. I enclose a list 
of the names of our own killed and wounded, made ag 
complete as practicable at this time. One regiment 
(Kentucky cavalry) is not included, its return not beings 
rendered. sa 
The enemy had fully reckoned upon cur total roy: 
and had made arrangements to intercept our retreat 
and cut off the army, stationing for that purpose, corps 
of cavalry, not only immediately in our rear, but even 
below Monterey. I regret to report that they succeeded 
near the village of Marin in destroying a train of sup. 
plies, and killing a considerable number of the escort 
and teamsters. Col. Morgan, 2d Ohio regiment, on his 
march from Cerralvo to Monterey, was infested by the 
Mexican cavalry, with which he had several rencontres 
but finally dispersed them with small loss on his ow; 
part. Capt. Graham, A. Q. M., volunteer service, was 
mortally wounded in one of these affairs. have no 
doubt that the defeat of the main army at Buena Visi, 
will secure our line of communication from further in. 
terruption, but [still propose in a few days to change 
my headquarters to Monterey, with a view to mike such 
further arrangemeuts as may be necessary in that quar. 
ter. 

The dispositions made to harass our rear, vindicate 
the policy and necessity of defending a position in front 
of Saltillo, where a defeat has thrown the enemy far 
back into the interior. No result su decisive could have 
been obtained by holding Monterey, and our communi. 
cations would have been constantly in jeopardy. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t., 

Z. TAYLOR, 


Maj. Gen. U. S. Army, commanding. 





The Adjutant Generai of the army, Washington. D.C. 

General Taylor’s report of the killed, wounded, and 
missing, as far as ascertained on the Ist of March, ac- 
companies the despatches. We shall publish it when it 
is completed. We could not have it in time for the 
present mail. 

The National Intelligencer of this morning says:— 
‘¢We areinlormed, vn the authority of an officer who 
was present, and who left Saltillo in the beginning of last 
month, that the Kentucky cavalry lost in the action 
sixty-one men, viz: 29 killed and 32 wounded—whieh 
would make our aggregate loss eight hundred and one, 
or nearly one-six'h of the whole force engaged.” 





OFFICIAL DESPATCHES FROM COM. CONNER. . 

Investment of Vera Cruz—y the schvoner Portia, 
Capt. Powers, which reached New Orleans, on the 20th 
ult., the following important despatch was received :- 

U.S Ship Raritan, 
OW Sacrificios, March 10, 1847. 

Srr:—In my last despatch, dated on the 7th instant, 
Linfurmed the department of the arrival of Major Gen 
eral Scott at Anton Lizardo. Most of the transports, 
with the troops and the materie] of the army, having arn 
ved, about the saine time a speedy disembarkation was 
resolved upon, it being quite important that we shoul 
effect a landing betore a norther should come on, % 
this would delay us two or three days. After a joint re 
connoissance, made by the general and myself in ne 
steamer Petrita, the beach due west from Sacrifictos, 
one of the points spoken of in my previous letters, Wa 
selected as the most suitable for tie purpose. The am 
chorage near this place being ex'remely contracted, !t 
became necessary, in order to avvid crowding it withan 
undue number of vessels, to transfer most of the tro-ps 
to the vessels of war for transportation to Sacrificios~ 
Accordingly, on the morning of the 9th, at day light 4 
necessary preparations—such as launching and nuMm- 
bering the boats, cetajling officers, &c.—having been 
previously made, this transfer was commenced. The 
frigates received on board between twenty-five 20 
twenty-eight hundred men eAch, wit! their arms am! 
accoutrements, and the sloopé and smaller vessels num 
bers In propor fioen. 

This part of the movement was completed very S! 
cessfully about 11 «clock, a. m., and a few minules 
thereafter the squadron under my command, accompalr 
ied by the commanding general, in the steamship Mas 
sachusetts, and such of the transports as had been * 
lected for the purpose, got under way. The weathet 
was very fine—indeed we could nut have been more a 
vored in this particular than we were. We had 4 o 
and yet a gentle breeze from the southeast, and 2 Pr 
fectly emooth sea. The passage to Sacrificios nape 
ed us between two and three hours. Each ship cam” 
inand anchored without the sliglitest disorder or CO? e 
sion, inthe small space allotted to her—the harbor 5" 
ing still very much crowded notwithstanding the wre 
ber of transports we had left behind. The disem bar 1s 
tion commenced on the instant. Whilst we were (an 





| The Adjutant General of the Army, Washington, D.C. 
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| ber,) I directed the steamers Spitfire and 
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city were cut off, and all the communication effectually 











sign j He 1s believed to have with him only 1500 re ular 
im ——— the five gun neni. 10 form pag a paresis! mosper- jae tet ge Fog person on the oa baat. troops. A great many, if not all stiees ranchewie, 
Bin, IR wihand Sam 10 esmpti executed, snd these | waltol te sane tne oon, Spam ga amgerany [ato a8 they hear oF the discomflure of Santa 
s of my Tale, oe. Sas he Nighi s of their draught, | of our transports were really'tb Weave for the U. States Aede's army will disperse, and the: gallant Oolons! 
lace on small vessels, from the * ee hte’ nod me e. | 48 soon asthe norther was over. ‘The vessel brings des- will no doubt obtain the vietory. ; 
Nn army were enabled to take positions within g prep patches and letter bags from. | in the Gulf Of the defences at the mouth of the river I know 
s the boats severally received F bags trom every vesse th but t b on 

of Se wae of the shore. A aye Squadron then at Sacrificios. nothing, but have been told that they will make a 
| retreat, their complements of troops, they assembled, in a ot strong resistance. 
Jeserting jin abreast, between the fleet ee the gorse Extract of a letter dated “Saltillo, March 1, 18417. The fortifications at the Brazos, with a force of 
despatch and when all were ready, they pulled i. cy re “Our scouts* bring in word that Santa Anna has gone | artillery, and persons in the quarter master’s em- 
| arse under the guidance of a number * 7S ee the | for good, and that his whole infantry have dispersed.— | ploy, which can be raised asa garrison, are sufficient 

ay be squadron, WHO ad oe ot this nok peed ied gar es — is nodoubtof it. We shall not see him again on . drive back a command of at least 2,500 or 3,000 

5 or : ine 3 line. exicans. 
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ach 2,000 fore sunset. Four thousand five hundred men were = elitr va y — Tet ae vo es cominissaries store in depot. The parapet is built of 
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regiment be Hel retiavel ihe men-of-war and transports of lo, to assist in keeping order, and promising to comply | Which form the exterior slope. 
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their remaining troops, by 10 o’clock, P.M. The 
whole army (Save a few straggling companies) con- 
sisting of upwards of ten thousand men, were thus 
safely deposited on shore, without the slightest ac- 
cident of any kind. The officers and seamen under 
my command vied with each other on this occasion, 
jn a zealous and energetic performance of their 
duty. J cannot but express to the department the 
great satisfaction | have derived from witnessing 
their efforts to contribute all in their own power to 
the success of their more fortunate brethren of the 
army. ; 

The weather still continues fine to-day, we are 
engaged in landing the artillery, horses, provisions, 
and other material. The steamer N. Orleans, with 
the Louisiana regiment of volunteers, 800 strong, ar 


| rived most opportunely, at Anton Lizardo, justas we 


had put ourselves in motion. She joined us, and her 
troops were landed with the rest. Another transport 
arrived at this anchorage tu-day. Her troops have 
also been landed. Gen. Scott has now with him up- 
wards of eleven thousand men. At his request, 1 
permitted the marines of the squadron, under Capt. 
Edson, to join him, as a part of the third regiment of 


F artillery. ‘I'he general in chief landed, this morning, 


aud the army put itself in motion at an early hour, to 
form its line around the city. ‘There has been some 
distant firing of shot and shells from the town and 
castle upon the troops, as they advanced, but without 
result. J am still of the opinion, expressed in my 
previous communications, as to the inability of the 
enemy to hold out for any length of time. ‘Iie castle 
has, at most, but four or five weeks’ provisions, and 
the town about enough to last for the same time.— 
lam very respectiully, &c. D. CONNER, 
Commanding ho.ne squadron. 


‘Hon. J. ¥. Mason, Sec’y navy, Washington. 


The Picayune furnishes the following: 


schooner Portia. 
Schooner Portia, Captain Powers, 8 days from ‘T'am.- 


fpico anchorage, but was detained to the suuih and east 


of Vera Cruz bya heavy north gale until the 17th inst. 
The United States squadron and ail the transports left 
Point Lizardo for Sacrificios on the Ythinst., with 12,100 
roops. On the morniug ofthe 10th a lanuing of all the 


ig the landing was well c.vered by a constant discharge 
of bom shelis and round shot from the U. S. steamers 


he landing. Immediately afler an organization of the 


marchover te sand hillsto the attack of the enemy’s 
buipOsts and fturuticalions, situated from one to three 
niles from the castle and forts of the city. They carried 
veryone by storm, not, however without losiug seven- 
én men. 

On the llth and 12:h, the American forces were 
Mployed in throwing up breast worka and digging 
dtrenchments. Occasional skirmishing tuvk place 
ith the enemy, who were throwing showers of bomb 
lus and round shot frum the castle and city, but 
thout much effect. During this time the seamen 
os landing provisions and ammuuitiun from the trans- 


Ua the 12:h, a strong north gale set in, which cut off 


further communication. We left during the norther, 
Md as we were unable to make progress to the north, 
‘lieve that it was impossible for our bombs and shells 

We been lauded until the 1Sih instant.,so that the 


coe : 
Wwardment of the casile and Vera Cruz did not pro- 


Te CUlmence until the 20ch. 
here were some feats of bravery displayed on the 11th 


Memorandum furnished by Captain Powers, of the 


troops and marines was effected within three miles of 
era Cruz, without much oppositiun from the enemy, } 


id gun boats anchored near the beach and in front of 


Merican forces on the beach, they took up aline of 


with any requisition made on him.” 





***We are informed that the scouts followed Santa 
Anna forty miles.” 

t “Colonel Warren is governor and commandant of 
Saltillo.”? 

t**The governor alluded tu isthe Merican appoint- 
ed by the Mexican government to administer the laws 
within a prescribed territory, in which Saltillo is situated. 
The request was granted, and he is now acting in con- 
cert with Colonel Warren to keep order and prevent 
collisions.” 
rr er 


Sacd 
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WAR WITH MEXICO. 





GENERAL TAYLOR VICTORIOUS! 
Tue Mexican Army, LED ON BY Santa Anna, 

DEFEATED AT Buena Vista WITH GREAT SLAUGH- 

TER. 

The anxiety felt by the whole community for the 
last twelve days, can hardly be said to have subsided 
in intensity by the intelligence which has reached us 
since our last went to press,—up to the period we 
have to commence making up this paper, and there- 
fore pen this paragraph. ‘The uncertainty whether 
a battle had or had not taken place between General 
Taylor and Santa Anna, was terminated on Tuesday 
by the arrival of intelligence confirming in substance, 
the reports first received, with the exception of ex- 
aggeration in the extent of the loss on each side. 

The bloodiest battle of the wer, so far, was fought 
on the 224 and 23d February. General Taylor has 
won laurels in the affair, which will be the crowning 
wreath of all he had previously earned. A consum- 
mate general, commanding odds, was to be opposed. 
His own army composed mainly of volunteers, a large 
proportion of whom, officers or men, had never been 
in battle. They seem toa man to have been worthy 
of having such a commander. The Mexicans though 
defeated, have again proved themselves to be brave 
soldiers. We shall reserve room for a postscript to 
the last hour of going to press, in hopes of more con- 
clusive intelligence reaching us—mean time furnish- 
ing the substance of all that has arrived. 

Dr. Turner, of the U. S. ermy, who arrived at 
Matamoros on the 9th inst., from Monterey, brought 
the glorious intelligence of another brilliant victory 
over the Mexican army. 

The scene of action was at Buena Vista, about six 
miles west of Saluijio. The fighting commenced on 
the 22d of February, and ended on the 23d. 

Santa Anna retired to Agua Nueva, a distance of 
ten miles, leaving four thousand killed and wounded 
on the field. The loss on our part was but seven 
hundred killed and wounded. 

Sauta Anna’s army amounted to about 15,000 men 
That of Gen. Taylor amounted to about 5,0U0, near- 
ly ali volunteers. His army is composed of Wash- 
ington’s, Bragg’s, and Thomas’ batteries; one squa- 
dron of the Ist and 2d dragoons; the Arkansas and 
Kentucky cavalry; a brigade of Illinois, aud one of 
Indiana volunteers; the first Mississippi, and second 
Kentucky regiments, and one company of Texas vo- 
lunteers. 

Dr. T. brought a list of sixty-three officers killed 
and wounded. 

The official despatches of General Taylor have 
been cut off. 

Col. Morgan’s regiment of Ohio volunteers having 
been reinforced by a command from Monterey, had 


The armament of the fort consists of four pieces 
of artillery, two twelve and two six pounders in 
barbette, which sweeps the foot of and crosses fires 
on the level plane over which the enemy would be 
compelled to advance. They have also about 300 
muskets to line the parapet. This was thrown up 
when an attack was daily expected. 

We annex Santa Anna’s account of the battle of 
te hy Vista, as transiated for the Tampico Senti- 
nel:— 

Camp near Buena Vista, Feb. 23d, 1847. 

Excellent Sir:—After two days of battle, in which 
the enemy, with a force of from 8,000 to 9,000 men 
end 26 pieces of artillery, lost five of his positions, 
three pieces of artillery, and two flags. 

1 have determined to go back to Agua Nueva, to 
provide myself with provisions, not having a single 
biscuil or a grain of rice left. Thanks to the posi- 
tion occupied by the enemy he has not been com- 
pletely beaten, but he left on the field about 2,000 
dead. 

Both armies have been cut to pieces, but the tro- 
phies of war will give you au idea on which side has 
been the advantage. 

We have struggled wiih hunger and thirst during 
forty hours, and if we can provide ourselves with 
provisions we will go again to charge the enemy. 

The soldiers under my command have done their 
duty, and crowned the honor of the Mexican nation 
with glory. 

The enemy has seen that neither his advantageous 
position, nor the nature of the ground, or the state of 
the sezson, for it has been raining during the action, 
could prevent the terrific charge of the bayonei, 
which left him terrified. 

SANTA ANNA. 





AMERICAN OFFICERS KILLED AND WOUNDED AT THE 
BATILE OF BUENA VISTA. 
Regulars. 
Killed—Caplain Lincoln, Assistant Adjutant Ge- 
neral. 

Wounded—Capt. E. Stein, 1st dragoons, severely; 
Lieutenant S. G. French, 3d artillery, severely; 
Lieut. J. J. P. O'Brien, 4th artillery, slightly. 

Mississippi Rifles. 

Killed—Lieuts. R. 8. Moore and F. McNulty. 

Wounded—Colonel J. P. Davis, severely; Captain 
J. M. Sharpe, severely, Lieutenant A. B. Corwin, 
slightly; Lieuis. Posey and Stockton, slightly. 

First Kentucky Cavalry. 

Killed—Adjutant Vaughan. 

Wounded—One Captain and three Lieutenants, 
(no names given. ) 

eIrkansas Cavalry. 

Killed—Col. A. Yell and Capt. A. Porter. 

W ounded—Lieut. S. A. Reduer. 

Second Kentucky Foot Rifles. 

Killed —Colone! McKee and Lieutenant Colonel 
H. Clay Jr.; Captain O. W. Morse and Capt. W. T. 
W illis. 

Wounded—Lieutenants E. S. Barbour, Withers, 
aud Mosier. 





Indiana Brigade. 
W ounded— General Lane. 
Second Regiment. 
Killed—Captain Kinder, Capt. Walker, and Lieut. 
Parr. 
Wounded—Capts. Sanders and Osborn; and Lieu- 
tenants Cayen, Pennington, Morse, Lewis, Davis, 
and Epperson. 
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ros. 


Zabriskie aud Lieut. Haughton. 
Wounded—Lieutenants J. L. McConnell and H. 
Adams. 
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Fletcher, Ferguson, Rollins, Bartheson, Athuson, 
and Price. 

Wounded—Captain Coffee and Captain Baker, 
Lieuts. Pickett, Engleson, Steel, and West, and Adj. 
Whiteside. 

Texas Company. 

Killed—I1st Lieutenant Campbell, and 2d Lieut 
Leonard. 

Wounded—Capt. Conner. 

Recapiiulation. 

Killed—3 Colonels, 1 Lieut. Colonel, 9 Captains, 
14 Lieutenants—total killed 27. 

Wounded—1 Brig. Genera!, 1 Colonel, 1 Major,9 
Captains, 29 Lieutenants—total wounded 37. 


-_—-—— += 


From the N. O. Delta March 23, 12 MM. 
ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS, 

On the 22:1, Santa Anna began the battle by rari- 
ous Manoeuvres, attempting to out-flank and terrify 
old ‘‘Rough and Ready.” On that day the battle was 
confined to skirmishing and cannonading, without 
much effect on eitheir side. 

Inthe mean time Santa Anna had sent a large 
force to Taylor's rear, but our artillery opened upon 
them with great effect, and they were soon compell- 
ed to withdraw. : 

On the 23d the battle commenced in real earnest, 
and raged with great violence during the whole day. 
The Americans did not wait the attack, but with 
the most daring impetuosity, with loud huzzas, 
rushed into the battle, their officers leading them gal 
lantly. 

General Taylor was in the thickest of the fight 
and received a ball through his overcoat, but was no! 
injured. 

Adjutant Bliss was slightly wounded at the side of 
Gen. Taylor. Adj. Lincoln also, of the medical stall 
and also of the General’s staff, the intrepid young 
officer who so distinguished himself at Resaca de Ja 
Palma, was killed. 

The battle of the 23d continued from early in the 
morning until about 4 P. M., when Santa Anna with 
drew from the field, and retired to Agua Nueva for 
reinforcements. 

It will be remembered that Santa Anna’s reserve 
corps, ccmmanded by Gen. Vcsquez, had been de- 
Jayed in its march, and has no doubt joined him a 
few days after the battle. 

In the meantime his army is starving, and many of 
his men are deserting. 

Captain Hunter’s strong artillery company was 
not in the action, but had left Monterey to join Gen. 
Taylor, with six cannon, two being 8 pounders. 

On the 7ih of March, one of the Ohio regiment- 
also left Monterey to join General Taylor. If these, 
and Capt. Prentiss’s artillery arrive in time, the Ge- 
neral’s heavy loss will be fully repaired, and he will 

be ready to meet Santa Anna again. 

Gen. ‘Taylor, at the Jast accounts, was still main- 
tainirg his position undisturbed by the enemy. 

An exchange of prisoners had taken place, and old 
“Rough and Ready's” promise to Col. Marshall, to 
get back Cassius M. Cisy, and his party, by taking 
enough Mexican prisoners tu exchange for them, has 
been redcemed. 

General Woo! greatly distinguished himself in the 
battle, and fought like a hero. 

After the battle Gen. Taylor demanded of Santa 
Anna an unconditional surrender of his whole army, 
which the Jatter declined, bul in return requested 
tat Gen. Taylor should surrender immediately to 
him. Immortal be the reply of old ‘Rough and Rea- 
dy,” as delivered by the gallant Lieut. Crittenden: — 
**General Taylor never surrenders.” 

Santa A na’s adjuisul general was captured by 
the Americans, but was afterwards exchanged. 

Gen. ‘Taylor occupied his ground on the 24th and 
Q5th without opposition. 

Col. Morgan, of the Ohio volunteers, with a smal] 
force, cut his way through large bodies of Mexicans 
and arrived at Marin. 





mus, @ village on the Sad Juan river, about 40 miles 
from Camargo. 
The Colonel has a fine body of men, composed of 
the Ohio regiment, the Virginia volunteers, and 
Capt. Hunter’s company of U.S. dragoons. 
The Mexicans have possession of Seralvo, Chi- 
na, Mier, and all the towns between Camargo and 
Monterey. , p 

Major Coffee, paymaster, will carry Gen. Taylor's 
despatches for Monterey. 





From the N. Orleans Delta, March 24. - 

Monterey, Feb. 25, 1847. 
Eds. Delt: I hasten to send you such news as we 
have, from that old hero Rough and Ready. A Mex- 
ican is just in from Saltillo, and gives us the glorious 
news that Gererol Taylor thus far has the best of the 
fight. The ball opened on the 22d instant, and the 
fighting was going on when the Mexican left on the 
23d. He also states there had been a great many 
killed on both sides. General Taylor had been re- 
inforced by the arrival of Captain Prentiss and his 
company of t!e Ist U. S. artillery, which took up 
with them four pieces of artillery, two of which 
were 18-pounders. To-morrow I think we shall hear 
more particularly as to the result. Santa Anna sent 
a large force in General Taylor’s rear to occupy the 
pass, so asto cut off his retreat should he be forced 
to this place, but he was compelled to withdraw them 
as Gen. Taylor’s fire was too hot. 

A train of 106 loaded wagons (U. States) on their 
way to this place from Camargo, under an escort 
of thirty volunteers, was captured by a party of 
cavalry a few miles beyend Marin—but three of the | 
men made good their escape; the remeinder, it is 
supposed, have fallen into tle hands of the enemy. 

February 26.—An express reached here this morn- 
ing from Col. Morgan, of the 2d regiment Ohio vol 
unteers, (who are in the neighborhood of Marin,) 
stating that his command had been attacked—a de- 
tachment of three companies under Major Geddings, 
of the Ist regiment Ohio volunteers, were sent from 
this place immediately, to reinforce Col, M., and no} 
doubt we shall hear a good report of them. A young | 
lady by the name of Miss Burns has just come in, | 
who was along with the train that had been captur- 
ed. Her report is as follows: Says she was in the 
third wagon from the front; soon after they had left 
their encampment on the worning of the 22d, the at- 
tack was made. She remained in the wagon until 
she saw her father shot, when she ran to his assist- 
anee, but on reaching him found that he was dea. 
One of the attacking party fired at her, but to no 
purpose. Seeing that her parent was no miore, and 
also seeing that the men were seeking shelter in the 
chaporral, she at their request, endeavored to make 
her escape. After running some few hundred yards 
the enemy captured her, and took her toa rancho, 
where every attention was paid to her by the women 
who were there. She was sent in to-day. Miss B. 
reports forty-two of our men killed. Her father, as 
| learn, is a resident of Saltillo, and a man of some 
considerable property. He was on his return from 
New Orleans, where he had been for the purpose of 
returning with his daughter, who was there atschool. 
At this time Miss B. is in Monterey. 

At 1 o’clock.—Up to this time no news from Gen. 
Taylor, only that he still holds his position, with the 
loss of a great many men, but not so many as the en- 
emy. Santa Anna has fallen back upon Agua Nue- 
va, and will reriew the attack in a day or two; but 
there can be no doubt but that Gen. Taylor will hold 
his position. 





~ 





a Sahara 
willbe renewed. This cannot be the case, for he 
has not provision to subsist them, and they are jy Q 
starving condition; and it is said the army is desert. 
ing and breaking up. 

1 almost forgot to mention that a ball passeg 
through old Rough and Ready’s coat, but he was not 
injured, however. 

Our communication between this and Camargo hag 
been cut off. . 

] regret to say that Captain Prentiss’s compan 
did not reach Saltiilo in time for the fight. 7 

Yours, &c. T. 





Monterry, Feb. 26, 11 o’clock, P. M. 

Eds. Delta: We have concluded to employ a Mex. 
ican to carry the news to Camargo; $100 has been 
paid to the man. The road is not passable by oy, 
people only in large bodies. Major Coffee will leaye 
on the 28th,or sooner if a suitable escort can be pro- 
cured, We now see the necessity of having a moun. 
ted force here. Gen. Scott has stripped the army 
this way of almost every thing in the shape of regy. 
lars, &e. 

One ef the Ohio regiments go up to-morrow {y 
join General Taylor, and I wish we had seven or 
eight tosend up. | think then that General Taylo, 
could pursue Santa Anna and capture him. It now 
proves the fact that ifthe treops had been left up 
here, the war might be ended. You, of course, 
at New Orleans know all that is going on and can 
judge. 

Captain C. M. Clay and the other men who were 
eaptured a short time since have al] been exchanged. 
1 must say that General Taylor demanded an un- 
conditional surrender of Santa Anna and his aruiy, 
which was declined, and in return Santa Anna made 
the same request; the reply of Lieutenant Critten- 
den was—‘'GENERAL TAYLOR NEVER SURRENDERS,” 

General Wouoi has won new laurels—I am told he 
acted handsomely throughout the whole action— 
The officers all ucted well, and too much cannot be 
said in their favor. I omitted to state that we took 
Santa Anra’s adjutant general, but he is exchanged, 

Yours, &c. if 





FURTHER FROM TAMPICO AND THE BRAZOS. 
From the Picayune Extra, of March 23. 

Through the courtesy of a gentleman who arriv. 
ed on Monday cvening from ‘Tampico we were plac- 
eiin possession of El Soldado dela Patria, dated 
Q7th February at San Luis Potosi. ‘The paper 
opens with a sounding editorial headed as follows: 
“Viva la Republica! Viva el Illustre General Santa 
Anna!” ‘the article is devoted to the praise of Gen. 
Santa Anna, and forms the introduction to the offici- 
al despatch from him, and to several letters from 
officers of hisarmy. We have already givena trans: 
lation of this despatch. It was addressed to Ramon 
Adame, governor of the State of San Luis Potosi— 
‘The editor then remarks that other letters have been 
received by private citizens of San Luis, written 
from Agua Nueva on the 24th Febvruary. These 
letters say that two comusissioners had arrived there 
from Gen. ‘Taylor demanding their surrender; that 
Santa Anna exhibited to them the state of his army, 
snowing them the enthusiasm and decision that pre 
vailed among the troops, who had fallen back to thot 
point only for the purpose of obtaining food; and, 
finally, gave them as his definite reply, thal uoles# 
they surrendered at discretion he would renew 6 
battle the following day and continue it until he bed 
completed their destruction. 

Then follows an address ot the Governor of San 





Four o’clock.--Glory enough for one day. 
Rough and Ready has indeed met the lion, and has 
given him “blizzard,” although at a dear cost to us. 
Our loss is 700 killed and wounded. I send you a 
list of the killed and wounded of the officers. The 
list to my great sorrow, commences with the name 
of that gallant officer Capt. Geo. Lincoln, who was 
breveted for his gallantry in the battles of the 8th 





A detachment of three companies under command 


and 9th May, 1846. Poor Lincol:! he was killed by 


of Captain Geddings, was sent to his relief, and the la lance, while urging the men to the bloody conflict. 
whole party are said to have arrived in safety at | (You are better able to write an obituary.) Gen’l. 
Monterey. ‘Taylor met Santa Anna five miles in advance of Sal 


A train of 100 wagons, on their way to Mowterey | 
from Camargo, under an escort of thirty volunteers, | ena Vista,’ on the 22d inst. 


was captured by a body of Mexican cavalry, 3 few | 
miles beyond Marin. Three of the men made good | 
their escape—ihe rest were lakev prisoners. 

A young lady, the daughter of an American citi- | 
zen, living in Mexico, and returning home from New | 


'tilio, on the San Luis read, at a hacienda called **Bu- 
(A strange day for an 
enemy to attack an American army, it being Wash 
ington’s birth-duy.) The enemy commenced the 
battle. Nothing was done of any consequence on the 
first day, but early on the morning of the 23d the ball 
was opened in earnest, and with great spirit and de- 


Orleans, where she has been going to school, was | termination on our part; and like a band of brothers 


taken with this train, her father having been killed | did they stick to each other. 


by the Mexicans. 


had excited the most lively sympathy. 
name is Miss Burns. 


Gen. Taylor’s force 


She, however, had escaped, and | in action was 4000; the enemy’s 20,000. ‘The slaugh 
arrived at Moulerey in safety, where her misfortunes | ter was immense. 
The lady’s | p. m., of the 23d. 

| the 24th and 25th without interruption. 


The battle lasted until 4 e’clock, 
Gen. Taylor occupied the ground 
Santa An- 


Col. Curtis of the Ohio volunteers, had started on |na, it is said, has fallen back to Agua Nueva, to 


his exredition acain-t ten. Ureea, who was at Alda 


await reinforcements, when it 1s expected the battle 


Luis to his countrymen, dated the 27th, recapilulat 
| ing Santa Auna’s despatch, and congratulating the 
| people upon the victory, of which, in the most em 
phatic language, all the glory is attributed to Saul 
Anna. 

Next follews a private letter dated “the enemy's 
camp,” 5 P. M., of the 23d, in which tke wriler 


ards, and three pieces. ‘Ihe *positions” he #9! 
were obstinately defended. He thinks coly four 
prisovers are in their possession; all the others takes 
are dead. This letter was written before Santa Anlt 
fell back to Agua Nueva. It confesses thal they 
(the Mexicans) have lost many oflicers, out of a! 
proportion to the men. 

‘}he letter goes on te say that the Mexican troop 
are perishing of hunger and thirst; that they have eal 
en nothing since leaving Incarnation, save a slice ° 
roasted meat at La Vaca. It expresses great feo” 
lest the army should disband that night on accouule 
their deprivations. , 

The same letler says that Santa Anna had 4 hors 
killed by a grape-shot. 

A postscript to the letter says: “After closing a 
letter, the general-in-chief, convinced doubtless Pe 
the army would disband unless it obtained food o 
water, ordered it to move to Agua Nueva, whe! 
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there are cattle and water—water before every 

: ” 
= postscript adds that they have lost about a 
thousand men, many general officers killed and 

ounded, and among the latter Gen. Lombardini. 

A brief letter from Catorce is publishe!, dated the 
95th ultimo, in which it is said that an action was 
fought at Encantada on the 24h, in which General 
Minon, won a victory, taking six pieces of artillery, 
killing three hundred, and making some prisoners. 

Among the Mexicans killed on the 22d and 23d 
were Colonel Francisco Berra, the lieutenant colo- 
nel of the first light infantry; Colonel Peua, of the 
jight cavalry; the lieutenant colonel of the eleventh 
infantry, ‘and who knows bow many more have 
met the same fate,” says one letter. Another gives 
the following additional names of officers: Pepe 
Oronoz, Pepe’ Bonilla, the major of the regiment of 
Morelia, Asonos, and Luyando, major of hussars. 

Besides General Lombardini, D. Angel Guzman 
and D. Miguel Gonzalez are named among the 


wounded. 
MONTEREY. 
FROM A COLUMBIA VOLUNTEER. 
Monterey, Mexico, Feb. 6, 1847. 

My dear father: Sitting in the deserted halis of 
the vanquished Mexicans, with the tail-board of our 
wagon fora table, I shall attempt to give you a few 
ideas of Monterey and its vicinity. On the 24th of 
January, myself and 24 others of our company left 
Camargo for Monterey via Pontaguda, Seralvo, and 
Marine, as an escort to a train of pack mules, nuin- 
bering over eight hundred, loaded with provisions 
for the army. 

Our second day’s march brought us to Mier, a beau- 
tiful little town about 25 or 30 miles northwest from 
Camargo. The next day brought us to Chiterona, or 
Canales’ watering place, a rapid little stram, fresh 
from the mountains. ‘There we were detained one 
day by the rain; and itis a day I shall never forget. 
While our Mexican mule drivers were out hunting 
up their mules, they discovered a dead body and came 
in and reported it as an American. Lieutenant 
Cully made a detail of eight men to bury the body. 
Guided by the Mexican we started out, and after a 
little search we came to the place, and as we ap- 
proached the body, a cloud of carrion birds arose 
from their unholy feast, filling the air with their dis- 
cordant croaks and screams, in such a manner as to 
make my hair stand on end, and almost to chill my 
blood. But judge of my feelings when I discovered 

pn the murdered man an acquaintance, Lieut. Miller, 

of the Mount Vernon company. He started out a 
fow days previous, with one Winne, of the same 
company, (a brother of Winne who keeps, or did 
keep the Neil house). We immediately made search 
for Winne, but could not find him; we found where 
he had been murdered and dragged into the Chitero- 
ha,and there ended all trace of him. 
and vultures had eaten the flesh from the body of 
Lieut. Miller; he had been shot in the right breast, 
and cutand beaten in the face, til! he could hardly 
be recognized by those be-t acquainted with him.— 
The robbers had stripped him of every article of 
clothing, except his shirt; and that wus so torn and 
bloody in the alfray it was not worth taking. With 
ahot we delved his narrow grave. 

“Slowly and sadly we laid him down— 
e spoke not a word of sorrow, 
But steadfastly gazed on the face of the dead, 

And bitterly thought of the morrow.” 

We heaped up the ground over him, then cut and 
uragged prickly pear, which grows 10 or 15 feet 
high, and covered his grave with an impenetrable 
datrier to wolves and the no less humane robber, for 
hey would drag him from his humble grave for very 
pite. We marked the place and pursued our way 
rowing, little dreaming that a greater tragedy was 
bon to be enacted at the same place. But an ex- 
presscame up last night, bringing intelligence that 
ight more volunteers had bee murdered there.— 
ho they were [| could not learn, but J fear they 
Pere a part of company F, of the Columbus Guards, 
or they were about leaving Pontaguida as we came 
Tough; but there is no certainty who they were.— 
‘plain Latham started for this place eight days be- 
re we did, on a new route, and has not arrived.— 
“¢ sent an express to Lieut. Colonel Irwin at Seral- 
®, a distance of some forty miles, for aid, stating 
. € was surrounded and asking for immedi- 
~ Succor. But there being not troops enough to 
Nd them relief and guard the place, no help was 
~ But | have since heard that he made a safe 
“ They had a part of taeir pack mules stolen, 
“ f seized upon the justice of the peace, and made 
: ork over the requisite number of mules; and he 

oW on his “winding way” to this place. 

a" February 7, 1847. 
®sun rose clear and bright this morning over 
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the towering heights of Saddie mountain—the eastern 
boundary of the beautiful city of Monterey. The 
air is loaded with perfume, most delicious, from the 
thousand orange and lemon trees that fill the gardens 
and groves that surround the city. Birds of every 
hue and song, fill the air with notes of harmony; 
among which are mocking birds, in thousands, the 
oriole, the whistling black bird, ar.d others numerous 
and to me nameless. 

South of the city there runs another chain of 
mountains, divided by a pass only, a broken chain on 
the west nearly surrounding the city. And such a 
city! Guarded at every point by fortifications, both 
of nature and art, rendering it almost impregnable to 
an enemy; and how it could be taken by a force fight- 
ing against four to one, I cannot tell; but so it is, and 
had not the carnage been stopped, full one thousand 
more of the Mexicans would have fallen. 

1 have rambled over the city, visiting places of 
note, among which is the cathedral, an immense pile 
of stone, towering up in relief against the blue moun- 
tain side, carved work from base to dome, gives it an 
ancient and romantic appearance, its chimes ringing 
the time each quarter, each half, and each hour, 
both night and day. 

The next is the Bishop’s castle, a magnificent buil- 
ding, strongly fortified, but now a heap of ruins. ft 
is situated about half a mile west of town, ona hill 
of perhaps some two hundred feet in height, guarded 
on the west by a still higher hill; on the east by a 
strong bastion of stone, with four port holes—thus 
commanding the city cn the north, south, and east. 
After climbing for half an hour up the steep ascent, 
over pointed rocks, | came within a few rods of the 
castle, and stopped to breathe a moment. While 
standing there, the most melancholy strains of music 
met my ear that | ever heard—that they came from 
the castle | was sure, and determined | was, to dis- 
cover the author. I therefore proceeded very cau- 
tiously, till 1 came into the court of the castle, and 
there, sitting with his back towards me, playing upon 
his guitar, was a young Mexican. The air he was 
playing was ‘*Days of Absence,” and others followed 


in strains equally plaintive, so soft and melancholy it | 


caused me almost to shed tears. Svon however he 
changed to the lively air of “Come buy a Broom”— 
and suiting the action to the tune, he jumped up and 
commenced a series of waltzing—which would have 
done credit to a teacher of the art—and then, for the 
first time, he discovered my presence. He ceased 
his capering and music, and saluted me witha warm 
good day, and desired me to ‘pli tundi,’ (play a tune,) 
which Il of course declined. (Of course you know 
why.) He accompanied me over the castle, show- 
ing and explaining to the best of his knowledge, the 
castle and its history. After climbing to the top and 
viewing the city to my heart’s content, I started for 
the camp—and what I saw afterward, shall be the 
subject for another letter. I am well—never better 
—fat as good living can make me. 

My best love to dear mother, and compliments to 
all friends, and 1 am, as ever, yours affectionately. 


J. W. 





THB BATTLE OF BRACITO. 


The following account of the battle of Bracito, 
(heretofore known as the battle of El Passo,) is from 
the army correspondence of the St. Louis Union: 

+ * * . * * 

Yesterday (Christmas day) when we had just ar- 

rived in camp here, with about 600 men, had unsad- 


dled our animals, and most of our men had engaged | 


in catrying wood and water, the vews was brought 
into camp of the enemy being in sight and advance 
ing. It was about 2 o’clock, P. M., and the day was 
very pleasant. Our horses were grazing some dis- 
tance from the camp at the time we formed a single 
line and determined to meet the enerny as infantry. 


REGISTER—APRIL 3, 1847—WAR WITH MEXICO. 
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cone here.” “We shall break your ranks then, and 
take him there,” was the retortof the Mexican.— 
“Come and take him,” said our interpreter, unwit- 
tingly using the phrase of the Spartan at Ther nopy- 
'e. ‘*A curse on you prepare for a charge,” cried 
the Mexican, ‘twe give no quarter, and ask none,” 
and waving his black flag gracefully over his head, 
gallopped back towards the enemy’s line. Their 
charge was made by tne dragoons from their right 
direct upon the left flank, bringing our detachment 
into the closest fire. Their infantry, with one how- 
= with them, at the same time attacking our right 
ank. 

Their charge was a handsome one, but was too 
well—too coolly met to break our Jine. After their 
fire had been spent, their front column being at about 
100 steps from the front of our flank, our line poured 
a volley into them, which being a few times repeat. 
ed, made such havoc in their columns, that their 
forces wheeled to the Jeft, retreating from our fire, 
and in a flight made an attack on the provision train. 
—Here they met a very warm reception, and were 
compelled to fly in all directions, and in the utmost 
confusion. Their infantry having been put to flight, 


Wright, taking advantage of the panic, charged upon 

them and took their cannon from them. This was 

soon manned by the artillery detachment, under 

Lieutenant Kribben, in Colonel Mitchetl’s escort.— 
Phe enemy had by this time fled, leaving their arms, 

baggage, provisions, and other stores on the field of 
iliie, 

A small body of mounted men under the command 
of Capt. Reid, had by this time gathered together in 
|a line and charged upon the enemy, pursuing them 

into the mountains where they sought refuge. 

The number of the dead is said to be about 30; 
that of their wounded was slight as far as can be as- 
certained. Had we a single pieee of cannon with us 
they would have lost more of their men; but having 
no artillery on our side, we had to act as infantry 
until we got possession of the howitzer so gallantly 
captured by the Howard company. 

_ We lost nota single man, and had but seven slight- 
ly wounded. We took eight prisoners, six of whom 
| died last night. Thus ended the battle of Bracito 
the first battle of the army of the west, and as brave- 
| 





ly fought by our men as ever men fought any engage- 
ment. " 
|. We have every reason to believe that there is more 
vin store for us. C. H. KRIBBEN, 
Ist Lueut. Mo. light artiller 
| Santa Fe, Jan. 1st, 1847. , ” 


| 
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From el Republicano, February 24. 
| THE ForEIGN war.—Having just published the 
| communication in which General Santa Anna an- 
ounces that he was upon the point of hazarding a 
pone action between the forces under his com- 
_mand and those of Gen’l Taylor, it is not possible 
|even in the midstof the painful circumstances by 
| which we are surrounded, (on the eve of the revo- 
| lutionary outbresk in the city of Mexico,) it is not 
possible to think of aught save the immense conse- 
Braga, of the battle which has in all probability al- 
|ready been fought. The conflict in which we are 
engaged with the United States of the no:th cannot 
be worthily maintained unless the whole nation is 
profoundly cunvinced that its interests imperatively 
require that it should be prosecuted with insuperable 
energy—not to be shaken by a reverse, nor satisfied 
with a partial victory. Such is the true point of 
view of the question at this moment. 
In the civilized world war is not the result of the 
savage ‘impulses of hatred aid revenge; itis only a 
| means of national defence—destructive, to be sure 
' but legitimate. Nations do not wage war save to 
| preserve and secure their rights; and hence it follows 
| that when they have justice on their side, they should 








—Their attack being designed on the left flank, near | bever lay down their arms until they have obtained 


which was our wagon train, our detachment was or- | these important ends. 


In our case, Mexico is de- 


dered from the extreme right to the left, where we | fending the interests of ber nationality, her territory, 
soon took up our position. One piece of artillery, | and her race; resisting the invasion with which the 


490 regular lancers and cavalry, and 100 regular in- 
fantry, besides some 500 militia troops from E! Pas- 
so, composed the enemy’s force, according to the 
best information | can obtain from reports of pri- 
soners and from papers found among the baggage on 
the battle field. The enemy ranged themselves on the 
east within a half a mile of our line, the mountains 
in the rear. in our rear was the river, with a little 
brushwood on its banks. 

Previous to the encounter, a lieutenant from their 
ranks came forward, waving a black flag in his hand 
but halted when within 100 steps of our line. Tho’s 
Caldwell—our interpreter—rode out to meet Him.— 
The messenger with the black flag of defiance de- 
manded that the comma :der should come into their 
camp and speak to their general. ‘The reply was, 
“If your general wants to see our commander let him 


| people of the United States threaten to occupy our 
| country, to incorporate us with the American Union 
| and to extend Luemiselves across the continent. We 
| therefore must regard, as our object in the war, the 
| preservation of our territory and the establishment 
of relations which shall assure its future security. 
| Neither of these euds can be obtained without a 
_ prolonged war. ‘To believe the contrary, to suppose 
| that a single battle is to decide the great question, is 
to mistake the nature of it, and to cherish errors fa- 
tal to the republic. Among nations there are epochs 
|in which therr honor and their interest impose upon 
them great sacrifices, and it then becomes a duty to 
submit to them, whatever they may be. ’ 
Even should we to-day obtain a victory, if we ex- 
amine well the situation of affairs, we cannot deceive 
| ourselves with the hope of an honorabie peace. The 
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the Howard company under the command of Lieut. ‘ 
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territory of Texas having been incorporated with 
the American Union, the Union will not consent to 
its dismemberment unless it is forced to it by great 
reverses; and, anxious to acquire all the land in the 
north of our republic, we have seen it pretending to 
extend the boundaries of Texas in a manner shame- 
fully iniquitous. Thus it has claimed the line of the 
Rio Bravo del Norte as the rightful boundary of 
Texas; and in its last propositions, according to some 
of the papers, it proposes to occupy all the territory 
comprehended by a line running from the mouth of 
the Bravo, and following that parallel of latitude to 
the shores of the Pacific; whereby we should lose 
one half of the republic and have aided our danger- 
ous neighbors in acquiring a more pernicious prepon- 
derance. And in truth it is not to be expected that 
they will abate from these ignominious proposals so 
long as they do not feel the full burden of the war 
and preserve the advantages which they have gain- 
ed, being masters of a long line of coast, of towns, 
cities, and states now in their occupation. Under 
these circumstances a victory which should destroy 
one division of their army, or should resture to us 
some of our cities, would not suffice to change the 
aspect of affairs. But, on the other hand, by pro- 
longing the war, the American Union will be made 
to feel all the weight of the expenses which it has 
encountered; it will be constrained to replace every 
day its troops, and to contend with difficulties of cli 
mate and a war which will pervade every part of 
our republic. Thus, then, the continuation of the 
war is necessary for us, whether we obtain a victory 
or whether Providence present to us a new reverse. 

View itin another light. itis when a people are 
struggling for their independence that they display 
the virtues which they possess, and by their courage 
vindicate a just position in the estimation of the 
world. In this manner the Spaniards at this day 
rest their glory and their respectability upon the 
spirit with which, in their war of independence, they 











five hundred miles, to escape the Mexican forces and 
rancheros that swarmed in the valley. 

Nothing has been heard of Col'l. Curtis since he 
left Camargo. It was thought that Gen’l. Urrea 
would fly before him as soon as he ascertained the 
overwhelming defeat of Santa Anna. 

Private letters had been received at Saltillo as late 
as to the Sth of March, at which time Gen. Tayler 
was at Buena Vista. The following letter was re- 
ceived at Matamoros by a Mexican merchant of that 
place, from a Mexican of Saltillo. It was dated on 
the 6th March, and gives the only account of the 
manner in which the battle was fought that has yet 
been received. 

**At 3 o’clock on the 22nd ult. the battle comimen- 
ced at Buena Vista, five miles from Saltillo. The 
fight opened with artillery, and a destructive cannon- 
ade was kept open until sunset. No decided advan- 
tage was obtained by either side—the loss on both 
being very great. 

“On the 23rd at 10 o’clock, the battle was again 
renewed and kept up without intermission, until half 
past three in the afternoon. Both armies were 
closely engaged during the whole time. Gen. Wool 
advanced with a strong detachment against the Mex- 
ican army, but was driven back with immense loss. 
The Mexican cavalry charged upon him with drawn 
swords and did great execution. 4s Wool fell back 
Gen. Taylor advanced with fresh troops and repelled the 
Mexicans with great slaughter. 

‘This charge decided the battle, which was not 
again renewed. The number killed and wounded 
was very greaton both sides. I can only estimate 
the number by the cart loads of wounded that have 
entered this city from both battle fields. 

“On the 24th buth armies hung off without coming 
to a general engagement—euch occupied in carrying 
off the wounded and burying their dead. 

“After the 24th there was no more fighting—the 
Mexican troops famishing with hunger became con- 





resisted the French invasion; and sv we ourselves 
hold forth our stuggle fur emancipation as our title 
to the :e pect of other nations, because in that strug- 
gle Mexicans were neitier intimidated by dangers 
nor disheartened by reverses. 

But in the present campaign there has been noth- 
ing glorious for us. The battle of Resaca was lost 
by the pusillanimity of some regiments, Matamoros 
was abandoned through fear, and the capitulation of 
Monterey covered us withignominy. A bittle gained 
would not compensate us for these losses; it would 
not reinstate in public estimation our wounded hon. 
or; it would not thrust forth the Americans from the 
territory which they occupy. Peace would ever be 
disadvantageous and the re vote frontiers of our un- 
fortunate country would not fail of being ultimately 
lost to us again, because the North Americans would 
be emboldened to attack them with the confidence of 
of not encountering resistance. Finally, under such 
circumstances a foreign combination would become 
less difficult than ever for carrying oul the project 
of a monarchy, inasmuch as all the enemies of 
Mexico would take advantage of our weakness and 
discredit. 

But, on the other hand, a protracted and vigorous 
war will be more grievous to our enemies than to 
ourselves, and when the day of peace shall at last 
arrive, Mexico will have re-established her honor 
and her frontier be made secure. If we adopt any 
other conclusion we can see nothing before us but 
disgrace and ruin, and therefore do we demand that 
whatever may be the issue of the battle, which pro-— 
bably has already been fought, «ll Mexicans should 
agree that the first of our necessilies and the first of 
duties is war. 





‘rom the NV. O. Picayune of the 24th of March. 

Dr. Turver, bearer of despatches from Col. Cur- 
tis arrived here this morning at 3 o’clock. He em- 
barked at the Brazos in the sch, St. Paul, ou 14th inst. 
which vessel he Jeft fifty miles below the city last 
evening, and took passage in the towboat De Solo. 
We learn from him verbally that it is understood at 
Cemargo that Santa Anna has retued from Agua 
Nueva, in the direction of Parras, where it is sup~ 
posed he would make a halt. General Taylor sull 
maintained his position at Buena Vista. . 

Dr. Turner informs us that the news heretofore 
published of the battles of the 22nd and 23rd may 
be relied upon; that it was brought from General 
Taylor’s camp to Monterey by Paymaster Collce, 
who was the bearer of despatches from Gen. Tay- 
Jor, but who could not get farther than that place 
with them. 

‘The despatches were sent thence by a Mexican, 


who had not got through by the last accounts. The | 


news received at Camargo was the substance of 
these despatches, and were brought by an express 
rider, who was nine days in making (he trip through 
to Cassie: ‘ -pold to moke a circuit of 


vinced that they could not triumph or drive General 

Taylor from his position, and retired. 

| ‘As yet Santa Auna has only retired a short dis— 
tance, but | do not enlertain the belief that he will 
venture another engagement. 

‘‘Mexico has not the means to bear the burden of 
the war—it 18 opposing poverty to abundance— 
weakness to strength. In my opinion it would be 
best lor the two governments to enter into negotia— 
tions. With the power the United States possess, it 
would be dishonorable in her to force us into treaties 
advantageous alone to herself, as it would be for us 
to make concessions from necessity. 

“{t is reported that a train carrying provisions to 
the American army was attacked and captured at 
Marina, by Don Jose Urrea, and is yet in his posses- 
sion, with a quantity of private merchandise, taken 
at the same time,” &c. 

Through the politeness of Mr. Arnold, who came 
with Dr. Turner, we have received the Matamoros 
Flag of the 13th, also letters from an esteemed 
correspondent. Our letters confirm the list of killed 
published in another column, and also the amountof 
joss On both sides heretufore reported. The Mata- 
mores Flag publishes the letter from which the above 
extracts were made. 

Under the head of ‘‘Latest Intelligence,” the Fiag 
states iat Gen. ‘Taylor was expected at Monterey on 
the 3th, with the Kentucky cavalry, for the purpose 
of opening the communication between that place 
and Camargo. 


“So it scems,’’ adds the Flag, ‘that old Rough and 
Ready’ not only has to whip their big general in the 
mountains, but has to come dowu to scare their lilt— 
tle ones away from the highways,so as to relieve 
the lower country from Lieul. Gen. Stampede.” In 
ease Le undertook the chastisement of Urrea, he 
would jeave the main body of his army at Buena 
Vista. 

A Mexican physician residing in Camargo, says 
the Flag, has received a letter from a surgeon at 
Salullo, dated two days after the battle, which states 
that Gen. Taylor permitted Santa Anna to have all 
his wounded conveyed into Saltillo and tendered him 
surgical aid from his own army. 

lt is reported ian Matamoros that General Urrea 
had retreaied toward the Tula Pass, as soon as he 
understood that Colonel Curtis was marching against 
him. 

Jt was also said that Santa Anna was falling back 
upon San Luis Potosi; but as we before said, Dr. 
‘Turner thinks he has only retreated to Parras. 





A correspondent of the Mobile Herald and Tri- 
bune, gives the following interesting account of the 
adventures of Culone] Alphonse Dupera, of Lou- 
isiana; 

Under the instructions from Gen’l. Scott, Colonel 
Dupera set outfrom New Orleans to visit Vera Cruz 


his intentions, proceeded first to Havana, and obtain 
ed a passport to Vera Cruz, as a French the 


&c., and the general tout ensemble, the materiel, k&o 
that would oppose General Scott’s contemplated a1, 


man—/ 
1s of French descent, and speaks the tongue ike 


Parisian.) After arriving there, he penetrated as far 


as Jalapa, ascertained the probable number of men 
that could be thrown into the Castle of San Juan de 


Ulloa, the length of time for which it is Provisioned 


tack. During his stay, he narrowly escaped detec 
tion, being suspected and subjected to several] close 
examinations. Being informed that the authorities 
intended oommitting him to the Castle ag a spy he 
had barely time tocscape on board a French ‘a 
chant barque lying at Sacrificios, from which he 
was taken and brought down by the steamer Petr) 
ta. His escape was singularly providencial, The 
men of the boat supposed him one of the Passengers 
of the boat, and carried him off under mistake 
They were waiting for one of the passengers, any 
being ordered authoritatively in French ‘to shove 
off,’ obeyed unhesitatingly. Again, the arrival of 
the Petrita at Sacrificios was purely accidental, no; 
should I omit to state that the French barque had 
been brought into Anton Lizardo as a prize a few 
days before, and had just been Iect go.” 

An officer for service of this kind, deserves doy}! 
credit, as an ignominious death surely awaits him jy 
case of capture. 





Mexico.—The editors of the New Orleans Delta 
have received files of Mexican papers by way of 
Havana. ‘ 
All sorts of preparations to oppose the attack of 
the Americans were going on at Vera Cruz, where 
2,000 men from Puebla were daily expected to ap. 
rive. General Morales, commander-in-chief of the 
troops at Vera Cruz, is represented as very anXious 
that the Americans should commence their attack 
on the city, as he was confident that with the forces 
under his command and the reinforcements expect: 
ed, he would be able to give them a hard fight,— 
The Mexicans were carefully watching all the 
moveueuts of the American squadron, and nothing 
indicated the approaching of the attack, but they 
had reliable information that the troops and several 
vessels intended to operate in it, were at Lobos |s- 
land, where they awaited the result of Don Alejandro 
Atocha’s mission, in order to begin the attack if the 
proposals tendered by him on the part of the United 
States government were refused. 

It was reported in Vera Cruz that a most fatal 
sickness bad made its appearance among the crews 
of the American vessels, in which we believe there 
is no truth. 

The papers from the capital scem to confirm the 
belief, that the mission of Senor Antocha was 
propose an arrangement by which the line of the 
26th parallel sliould be the boundary between Mex- 
ico and the United States, for which $20,000,000 
would be paid to Mexico aad moreover the United 
States would take upon themselves to satisfy the 
claims of their citizens amounting to about $11,000, 
V0O0. The Monitor says that, however advantageous 
this offer may appear at first sight, it is not so in re- 
ality, for the line of the 26th degree would cutoff 
the states of Chihuahua, Durango, Coahuila, New 
Mexico, New Levon, Tamaulipas, ‘Texas, and both 
the Californias. 

NEW MEXICO. 
From the St. Louis Republican of March 29. 

The New Era of last cvening contains a letter 
from Fort Bent, dated on the Ist February, which 
corroborates, in all essential particulars, the news 
heretofore received of an insurrection in Taos and 
the murder of Governor Beat and many others. 
This letter puts an end to the hope entertained here 
that the report might have been exaggerated or ua 
founded. We have already published an account of 
the suppression ofan insurrection at Santa Fe, the 
plot having been timely discovered, and the disclo- 
sures made by the prisovers. But this letter heads 
us to Suppose that there was another popular oul: 
break, and that it extended all over New Mexico 
The writer says that a ‘‘yeneral insurrection,” hap 
pening about a mouth after the discovery of the frst 
abortive one, had taken place, and that all te 
Americans who could be found were massacred ae 
their property plundered. These representatio* 
make us exccedingly auxious to hear from Wil 
quarter. We cannot believe that the Mexicals 
have been able to make much head aguinst ou 
troops in Santa F’e, but they may (if assisted, % 
this letter states, by the Pueblo indians) have bee! 
able to destroy a vast amount of properly aud we 
sacrifice many lives in their assauits upon weaket 
points. An express from Santa Fe, which maj 
soon be expected, we suppose, ought to give U 








and the surrounding Country, as a spy, and to cover 






particulars in regard to this insurrection. 
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d obtain. Bent’s Fort, Fesavary 1, 1847. , 


an— . By an express from Santa Fe, en route for 
ue ike” paneavenworth, I avail myself of writing you, 
ed as far ‘ving such rumors as we are in possession of, which 
rof men from corroborating accounts from other quarters, 
| Juan de and from other circumstances, we believe well foun- 
Visioned, ded, (by “we? meaning all at the Fort.) 

riel, &e, On the 27th ult. a party of men in the employ- 
plated at. ment of Brent, St. Vrain & co., arrived from the 
ed detec. Point, (an establishment of the company this side 
ral close the mountains, about one days’s travel from Taos,) 


uthorities from whence they were driven by the Mexicans on 


as ning of the 24th. There was at the place a 
m0 prom bea de of mules and horses, beef cattle and 
which he working oxen, belonging to the United States and 
er Petrj- the mounted volunteers, the former of which were 
ial. The S driven off, with 200 head of the beef cattle on the 
assengers first dash. 

bistake,— As near asi can learn as to time, (on the 21st of 
gers, and 


January,) 4 general insurrection broke out in New 
Mexico, and all the Americans that could be got 
held of were massacred. The affair was so plan- 
ned as to have the result simultaneous at their vari- 
ous points of concentration. So far as we have 
heard, there has been a general destruction of life 
and property. In Taos, Charles Bent, Stephen L. 
Lee, Elliott Lee, and many other Americans whose 
names have hot as yet transpired, were massacred. 
Charles Town made his escape from Taos on a mule, 
and went to Turley’s, eight miles above, which place 


“to shove 
arrival of 
lental, nor 
arque had 
rize a few 


‘ves double 
its him in 


eans Delta he left after giving the alarm, and has not since been 
by way of heard of, and is presumed to have been killed or to 

have perished inthe mountains. A Mr. Albert, who 
> attack of lived with Turley, and made his escape from there 
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states that when he got off, all were killed (eight,) 
except Turley and an old Frenchman—Charles Ov- 
tobus among the slain. The Pueblo Indians were 
concerned inthe mas<acre. The Americans have 
indiscriminately been killed and plundered of their 
property. George Long is the only one I have heard 
of who has escaped. Him they robbed of everything 
he possessed. At first l had heard that Elliott was 
saved by the priest, bul yesterday [ saw a letter in 
which it was stated that he was afterwards killed, 
andi am fearful that this last account ts too true. — 
All the Mexicans who favored the Americans were 
likewise murdered and robbed. 

The express by which I write left Santa Fe before 
thie outbreak, therefore 1 am ignorant of what took 
place there. This revolt was to have come off on 
Christmas eve, but, through the defection of one of 
the Alcaldes, the Americans were put on their guard, 
and, as everything had remained quiet so long, con- 
cluded the affair had blown over. The priests are 
at the bottom of all this disturbance, assisted no 
doubt by Armijo, the former governor, who run 
away on the approach of the American forces, but 
who, in my opinion, has not been fifty miles from 
Santa Fe since our troops took possession of it. His 
tight bower, Salazar, has been taken uz on suspicion 
of being concerned in the Christmas agitation, and is 
yet, for aught | know to the contrary, under guard. 

We apprehend no danger at this place, either 
fron Mexicans or Indians. ‘There is one company 
(Jackson’s) of Price’s regiment stationed here for 
the protection of public property, besides about 159 
leamsters, who are al! armed, and can concentrate 
on this point ina few hours. At the Pueblo, seventy 
hve miles above this, there is a Mormon company, 
(Brown’s,) detached {rom the Mormon regiment in 
the service of the United States, which is competent 
for the defence of that place. Immediately on re- 
ceiving the news of the insurrection, Capt. Brown 
despatched an express to this place, reporting to the 
quartermaster the readiness of his company for active 
Service, should they be required. ‘This promptness 
Speaks well for them as soldiers, whatever may be 

adof them ug citizens. 
We have had but little snow this winter at this point; 
hone tobe seen now, though between us and Sania 
Fe, and below us and to the west of it it is reported 
erydeep. Frum the appearance of the mountains 
At this distance, they must be covered with an im- 
Mense body. ‘here has been some intensely cold 
Weather. The mercury has once sunk ito the bulb, 
ich is at seven degrees below zero. If our ther- 
Hometer had been lounger, there is no telling how 
much coldergit would have been. 


a most fatal 
ig the crews 
relieve there 


» confirm the 
tocha was Wo 
ce line of the 
etween Mex- 
1 $20,000,000 
er the United 
to satisfy the 
pout $11,000, 
advantageous 
g not so in re- 
would cut off 
yahuila, New 
xas, and both 
















March 29. 
tains a letter 
yruary, which 
jars, the news 
no in ‘Taos ad 
many others. 
stertained here 
‘gerated or Ua 
| an account 0 
Santa Fe, the 
and the disclo 
is letter heads 
opular oul: 
New Mexico 
rrection,” hap 
ery of the first 
that all the 
massacred ali 
representatio $ 
near from {ial 
the Mexicali 
d against oul 
if assisted, aa 
ans) have bee! 
operly au 








REMARKS OF MR. CALHOUN, 


T THE MEETING OF THE CITIZENS OF CHARLESTON. 
eee 


i Tuesday evening, March 9, 1847. 

0 citizens: In complying with the re- 
upon weak’ we " your committee to address you on the gen- 

e, which ae ena of our affairs, in conpexiou with the ted- 
to give us lub Udine Bment, 1 shall restrict my remarks to the 
ion. Jet of our peculiar domestic institution, not only 
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because it is by far the most important to us, but, 
also, because | have fully expressed my views, in 
my place in the senate, on the only other important 
subject, the Mexican war. 

I fully concur in the address of your committee, 
and the resolutions accompanying it. The facts 
stated are unquestionable, and the conclusions irre- 
sistible. 

Indeed, after all that has occurred during the last 
twelve months, it would be almost idiotic to doubt, 
that a large majority of both parties in the non- 
slaveholding states, liave come to a fixed determina- 
tion to appropriate all the territories of the United 
States, now possessed, or hereafter to be acquired, 
to themselves, to the entire exclusion of the slave- 
holding states. Assuming, then, that to be beyond 
doubt, the grave, and to us, vital question is present- 
ed for consideration: have they the power to carry 
this determination into effect? 


It will be proper to premise, before | undertake to 
answer this question, that it is my intention to place 
before you the danger with which we are threatened 
from this determination, plainly and fully, without 
exaggeration or extenuation, and, also, the advan- 
tages we have for repelling it, leaving it to you to 
determine what measures should be adopted for that 
purpose. 








[ now return to the question, and answer, Yes, 
they have the power, as far as mere numbers can 
give it. They will lave a majority in the next con- 
gress, in every department of the federal govern. 
ment. The admission of lowa and Wisconsin, will 
give them two additional states, and a majority of 
four in the senate, which heretofore has been our 
shield against this and other dangers of the kind.— 
We are already in a minority in the house of repre- 
sentatives and the electoral college; so that with the 
loss of {he senate, we shall be in a minority in every 
department of the federal government; and ever must 
continue so, if the non-slaveholding states should 
carry into effect their scheme of appropriating to 
their exclusive use all the territories of the United 
States. But, fortunately, under our system of gov- 
ernment mere numbers are not the only elements of 
power. ‘There are others, which would give us am- 
ple means of defending ourselves against the threat- 
ened danger, if we should be true to ourselves. 

We have, in the first place, the advantage of hav- 
ing the constitution on our side, clearly and unques 
tionably, and in its entire fabric; so much so, that the 
whole body of the instrument stands opposed to their 
scheme of appropriating the territories to themselves. 
To make good this assertion, it is only necessary to 
remind you, that ours is a federal, and not a nation- 
al, or consolidated government—a distinction essen- 
tial to a correct understanding of the constitution, and 
our safety. It ought never to be forgotten, or over- 
looked. As a federal government, the states compos- 
ing the Union are its constituents, and stand in the 
same relation to it, in that respect, as the individual 
citizens of a state do to its government. As consti- 
tuent members of the Uuion, all the territories and 
other property of the Union belong to them, as joint 
owners or partners, and not to the government, as is 
erroneously supposed by some. ‘The government is 
but the agent intrusted with the management. And 
hence the constitution expressly declares the terri- 
tory to be the property of the United States—that is 
the slates united or the States of the Union, which 
are but synonymous expressions. And hence also 
congress has no more right lo appropriate the terri- 
tories of the United States to the use of any portion 
of the states, to the exclusion of the others, than it 
has to appropriate the same way the forts, or other 
public buildings, or the navy, or any other property, 
of the U. States. Thatit has such a right, no one 
would venture to asserl; and yet, the one is placed 


exactly on the same ground with the other by the 
constitution. 


It was on this solid foundation that 1 placed the 
right of the slaveholding states toa full and equal 
participation in the territories of the United States, 
in opposition to the determination of the non-slave- 
holding states to appropriate them exclusively to 
themselves. It was my intention to urge them toa 
vote, but 1 was unable to do so, in consequence of 
the great pressure of business during the last few 
days of the session. It was felt by those oppused 
to us, thal, if the foundation on which I placed my 
resolutions be admitted, ine conclusion could not be 
succesfully assailed; and heuce the bold, but unsuc- 
cessful attempt, to assail the foundation itself, by 
contending that ours is a national or consolidated gov- 
ernment, in which the states would stand to the Uni- 
on, 88 the countivs do to the states, and be equally 
destilute of all political rights. Such a conclusion, 
if it could be established, would, indeed, place us and 
our peculiar domestic institutions, at the mercy of 
the non-slavcholding states; but fortunately it cannot 
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be maintained, without subverting the very founda- 
tion of our entire political system, denying the most 
incontrovertible facts connected with the foundation 
and adoption of the constitution. 

But, it may be asked, what do we gain by having 
the constitution ever so clearly on our side, when a 
majority in the non-slaveholding states stand pre- 
pared to deny it? Possibly such may be the case: 
still we cannot fail to gain much by the advantage 
it gives us. IJ speak from Jong experience. I have 
never known truth, promptly advocated in the spirit 
of truth, fail to succeed in the end. Already there 
are many highly enlightened and patriotic citizens 
in those states, who agree with us on this great and 
vital point. The effects of the discussion will not 
improbably greatly increase their number; and, 
what is of no little importance, induce a still great- 
er number to hesitate, and abate somewhat in their 
confidence in former opinions, and thereby prepare 
the way to give full effect to another advantage 
which we possess. To understand what it is, it 
will be necessary to explain what is the motive and 
object of this crusade, on the part of the non-slave- 
hojding states, against our peculiar domestic inatita- 
tion. 





— ee - 








lt is clear, that it does not originate in any hosti- 
lity of interests. The labor of our slaves does not 
conflict with the profit of their capitalists, or the 
wages of their operatives; or in any way injuriously 
affect the prosperity of those states, either as it re- 
jates to their population or wealth. On the contra- 
ry, it greatly increases both. Its products are those 
which mainly stimulate and render their capital and 
labor profitable; while our slaves furnish, at the 
same time, an extensive and profitable market for 
what they make. Annihilate the products of their 
labor—strike from the list the three great articles, 
which are almost exclusively, the products of their 
labor—cotton, rice, and tobacco, and what would 
become of the great shipping, navigating, commer- 
cial, and manufacturing interests of the non-slave- 
holding states? What of their Lowels and Wal- 
thams; their New York and Boston, and other man- 
ufacturing and commercial cities? What, to enlarge 
the question, would become of the exports and im- 
ports of the Union itself; its shipping and tonnage, 
ils immense revenue, in the disbursements of which 
millions in those states, directly or indirectly, live 
and prosper? Fortunately, then, the crusade against 
our domestic institution does not originate in hosti- 
lity of interests. If it did, the possibility of arrest- 
ing the threatened danger, and saving ourselves, 
short of a disrupture of the Union, would be al- 
together hopeless; so predominant is the regard 
for interest in those states, over all other conside- 
rations. 


Nor does it originate in any apprehension, that the 
slaveholding states would acquire an undue prepon- 
derance in the Union, unless restricted to their pre- 
sent limits. If even a full share of the territories 
should fall to our lot, we could never hope to out- 
weiga, by any increased number of slaveholding 
states, the great preponderance which their numbers 
give to the non-siaveholding states. in the house of 
representatives and the electoral college. All we 
could hope for wuuld be, to preserve an equality in 
the senate, or, at most, to acquire a preponderance in 
that branch of the government. 

But, if it originates neither in the one nor the 
other of these, what are the real motives and objects 
of their crusade against our institution? To answer 
this, it will be necessary to explain whatare the feel- 
ings and views of the people of the non-slaveholding 
states in reference to it, wilh their effects on their 
partly Operations, especially in relation to the presi- 
dential election. 

They may, in reference to the subject under con- 
sideration, be divided into four classes. Of these, 
ihe abolitionists pruper-—the rabid fanatics, who re- 
gard slavery aS a sin, and thus regarding it, deem it 
iheir highest duty to destroy it, even should it in- 
volve the destruction of the constitution and the 
Union—constilute one class. It is a small one, not 
probably exceeding five per cent of the population 
of those states. ‘hey voted, if I recollect correct- 
ly, about 15,000 or at wost 20,000 votes in the last 
test of their strength in the state of New York, out 
of about 400,000 votes, which would give about five 








percent. i heir strength iu tuat state, 4 would sup- 
pose, was fully equal to their average strength in the 
uon-slaveholding states generally. Another class 
consists of the great body of citizens of those states, 
constiluling at jeast seven-tenths of the whole, and 
who, while they regard slavery as an evil, and ag 
such are disposed to aid in re-tricting and extirpating 
it, when it can be done consistently with the consti- 
tution, and without endangering the peace or pros- 
perity of the country, do not regard it as a gin, to be 
put down by all and every means. 
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Of the other two, one is a small class, perhaps not 
exceeding five per centof the whele, who view sla- 
very as we do, more as an-institution, and the only 
one, by which two races, so dissimilar as those in- 
habiting the slaveholding states, can live together 


It would be a great mistake to suppose that it is 
the Jess dangerous, because it originates mainly 1m 
mere party considerations, in connection with olec 
tions. It will be on that account but the more 89, 
unless, indeed, it should be met by us with pro npt— 





nearly in equal numbers, in peace and prosperity, 
and that its abolition would end in the extirpation 
of one or the other race. If they regard it as an 
evil, it is in the abstract, just as government, with all 
its burdens, labor with all its toils, punishment, with 
all its inflictions, and thousands of other things, are 
evils, when viewed in the abstract, but far oilherwise, 
when viewed in the concrete, because they prevent 
a greater amount of evil than what they inflict, as is 
the case of slavery as it exists with us. 

The remaining class is much larger, but still rela- 
tively a small one, less, perhaps, than twenty per 
cent of the whole, but possessing great activity and 
political influence in proportion to its numbers. It 
consists of the political leaders of the respective 
parties, and their partisans and followers. They, 
for the most part, are perfectly indifferent about 
abolition, and are ready to take either side, for or 
against, according to the calculation of the political 
chances; their great and leading object being to car- 
ry the elections, especially the presidential, and there- 
by receive the honors and emoluments, incident to 
power, both in the Federal and state governments. 

Such are the views and feelings of the several! 
classes in the non-slaveholding states, in reference 
to slavery, as it exists with us. It is manifest,on a 
survey of the whole, that the first class—that is, the 
Abolition party proper—is the centre which has giv- 
en the impulse, that has put in motion this crusade 
againstour domestic institution. I[t is the only one 
that has any decidedly hostile feelings in reference 
to it, and which, in opposing it, is actuated by any 
strong desire \o restrict, or destroy it. 

But, it may be asked, how can so small a class 


rally a large majority of both parties in the non slave 
holding states to come to the determination they 


itude and unanimity. The absorbing, over riding 
interest, felt by both parties to carry the elections, 
especially the presidential, would give such an im- 
pulse to their efforts to conciliate the Abolitionists, 
at our expense, if we should look on with apparent 
indifference, as would enlist in their favor the large 
portion of the non slavehcliing states, estimated at 
seven tenths of the whole, which are as yet well af- 
fected towards us, and utterly-dishearten the small 
but intelligent class, which, as yet, is perfectly sound. 
The former would conclude,.ia that case, that we 
ourselves were ready to yield and surrender our do- 
mestic institution, as indefensible; and that the non 
Slaveholding states might carry their determination 
into fuli effect, without hazard to the constitution or 
the Union, er even disturbing the har nony and peace 
of the country. Indeed, such has already been our 
apparent indifference, that these opinions have been 
expressed, even onthe Qoor of congress. But, if we 
should act as we ought—if we, by our promptitude, 
energy, and unanimity, prove that we stand ready tu 
defend our rights, and to maintain our perfect equal- 
ity, as members of the Union, be the consequences 
what they may; and that the immediate and neces- 
sary effect of courting Abolition votes, by either 
party, would be to lose ours, a very different result 
would certainly follow. That large portion of the 
non slaveholding states, who, although they consider 
slavery as anevil, are not disposed to violate the con- 
stitution, and much less to endanger its overthrow, 
and with it the Union itself, would take sides with 
us, against our assailants; while the sound portion, 
who are already with us, would rally to the reseue. 
The necessary effect would be, that the party leaders 
and their followers, who expect to receive the presi- 
dential election, by the aid of the Abolitionists, see- 
ing their hopes blasted by the loss of our votes, would 





have, in reference to our domestic institution? To 
answer this question, it is necessary to go one slep 
further, and explain the habitual state of parties in 
those, and, indeed, in almost all the states of the 
Union. 

There are few of the non-slaveholding states, | 
perhaps not more than two or three, in which the 
parties are not so nicely balanced, as to mike the 
results of ele. tions, both state and Federal, so doubt. 
ful, aa to put il in the power of a small party, firmly 
linked together, to turn the elections, by throwing 
their weig!it into the seale of the party, which may 
most favour its views; such is the Abolition party. 
They have, from the first, made their views para- 
mount to the party struggles of the day, and thrown 
their weight where their views could be best promo: | 
ted. By pursuing this course, their influence was 
socn felt in the elections, and, in consequence, to gain 
them soon became the object of party courtship, first 
by the whigs; but for the last twelve months, more 
eagerly by the democrats, as if to make up for lost 
time. They are now openly courted by both; each 
striving by their zeal to win their savor by expres- 
sing their earnest desire to exclude whattney call 
slavery from all the territories of the United States, 
acquired or to be acquired, No doubt the Mexican 
war, and the apprehension of large a¢quisilion 01 
territory to the slave-holding states, has done much 
to produce this state of things; but of itself it would 
have been feeble. ‘The main cause or motive, then, 
ef this crusade against our domestic institution, is 
te be traced to the all-absorbing interest, which 
both parties take, in carrying the elections, especial- 
ly the presidential. Indeed, when we reilect that the 
expenditure of the federal government, at all times 
great, is now swelled probably to the rale of seventy 
u ion of dulilars annually, and that the influence of | 
its patrona_e gives it great sway, not only over 4 
own, but over the state elections, which gives in 
addition a control over a vast amount of patronage, | 
and the control of federal patronage, with all its | 
emoluments and honors, centre in the president ot 
the United States, it is not at all surprising, that both 

arties shoutd take such absorbing interest in the 

residential election, acting, a3 both do, on the prin- 
le of turning opponeuts out of office, and bestow- 
ing the honors and emoluments of government on 
their followers, as the reward of partizan services. 
In such a siate of things, it is nota matter for won- 
der, that a course of policy, so well calculated to 
conciliate a party like the Ab Hitionists, as that of 
excluding slavery from the territories, should be ea-| 
by both parties, in the non slave | 
when by securing their support, 
each calculates on winning the rich and glittering 
prize of the pre sidency. In this is to be found the 
motive and otject of the present crusade against our 
domestic institution, on the part of political leaders 
and their partizans in these states, 
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drop their courtship, ane leave the party, reduced to 
insignificance, with scorn. The end would be, 
should we act in the manner indicated, the rally ofa 
new party in the non slaveholding states, mere pow- 
erful than either of the old, who, on this great ques- 
tion, would be fai:hful to allof the compromises and 
obligation of the constitution, and who by uniting with 
us, would put a final stop to the farther agitation of 
this dangerous question. Such would be the certain 
effect of meeting, with promptitude and unanimity, 
the determination of the non slaveholding states to 
appropriate all tie territories to their own use.— 

That it has not yet been so met is certain; and the 
next question is: Why has it not been, and what 
is the cause of this apparent indifference in reference 
to a danger so menacing, if notpromptly and united 

ly met on our part? 


In answering this important question, I am happy 
to say, that l have seen no reason to attribute this 
want of premptitude and unanimity to any division 
of sentiment, or real indifference, on the part of the 
people of the slaveholding stutes, or their delegates 
in congress. On the contrary, as far as my observa- 
tion extends, there is not one of their members of 
congress, who has given any eertain indication of 
either. On the trying questions connected with the 
Wilmot proviso, the votes of the memers from the 
slayeholding states, at the last and present sessiuns, 
were unanimous. J'c explain what is really the cause; 
I must again recur to what has already been stated, 
the absorbing interest felt in the elections, especially 
the presidential, and the controlling influence which 
party leaders and their followers exercise over them. 
The great struggle between the parties is, which 
shall succeed in electing its candidate; in conse- 
quence of which, the presidential election has be- 
coime the paramount question. All! others are held 
subordinate to it by the leaders and their followers. It 
depends on them to determine whether any question 
shall be admitted into the issue between the parties, 
in the presidential contest, or whether it shall be 
partially or enurely excluded. Whether it shail be 
one or the other, is decided e..tirely in reference to 
its favorable or unfavorable bearing on the contest, 
without looking to the higher considerations of its 
effects on the prosperity, the institutions, or safety 
of the country. Nothing can more strongly illustrate 
the truth of what | have asserted, than the course 
of the parties in relation to the question which now 
claims your aliention. Although none can be more 


intimately connected with the peace and safety of | us cease, so long a8 this aggression on our rights 4 


the union, it is kept out of the issue between the 
parties, because it is seen that the presidential vote 
of N. York, and many others of the non-slaveholding 
states, willin all probability depend on the votes ot 
the abolitionists; and that the election of the presi- 
dent may in like manner depend on the votes of those 





"eae »gtion, 
And hence the leaders in them are tolerated | make, on our part, its salety the paramount questi 


by many of the leaders and their followers jy th 
slaveholding states, in openly canvassing for the = 
of the abolitionists, by acting in unison with them 
in reference to a question, on the decision of which 
the safety of their own section, and that of the Unio 
itself may depend. But while it is seen that the 
presidential election may be secured by counting the 
aboliticn votes, it is at the same time seen, that m 
may be lest, if the consequence should be the Jog; of 
the vote of the slaveholding states: and hence the 
leaders are forced to attempt to secure the former 
without losing the latter. The game is a difficylt 
one; but as difficult as it 1s,.they do not despair of 
success, with the powerful instrument, which they 
have under their control. They have, in the fir 
place, that of the party press, through which , 
mighty influence is exerted over public opinion — 
The line of policy adopted is, for the party press to 
observe a profound silence on this great aud yita| 
question; or, if they speak atall, so speak, as to give 
a false direction to public opinion. Acting in cop. 
formily to this policy, of the two leading organs gt 
the seat of government, one never alludes to the 
question, su that as far as its remarks are concerned 
ne one could suppose that it was the cause of the 
least agitation or feeling in any purtion of the union 
The other, occasionally alludes to it, when it cannot 
well avoid deing so, but only to palliate the conduct 
of those who assail us, by confounding them with oy 
defenders as agitators, and holding both up equally (y 
public censure. It is calculated, by pursuing this 
course, that the people of the slaveholding states 
will be kept quiet and ina state of indifference, until 
another and still more powerful instrument can be 
brought into play, by which it is hoped that slave. 
holders and abolitionisis will be coerced to join in 
nominating and supporting the same candidate for 
the presidency. 1 allude to what is called a National 
Conventicn, or caucus, for nominating candidates for 
the presidency and vice presidency. Already the 
machinery has been putin motion, in order to coerce 
the oldest and most populous of the slaveholding 
states, and no doubt, will, in due season, be put in 
motion to effect the same object in all of them— 
Should it succeed—should partly machinery for pre- 
sident making prove strong enou,sh to force’ the slave- 
holding states lo join in a convention to nominate 
and support a candidate who will be acceptable to 
the abolitionists, they will have communicated the 
most suicidal act that a people ever perpetrated. | 
gay acceptable; for it is clear that the non slavehold- 
ing states will outnumber in convention the slave- 
holding, and that no one who is not acceptable to 
the abolitionists can receive their votes, and, of 
G@ourse, the votes of the states where they hold the 
balance; and thai no other will be nominated, or, if 
nominated, be elected. And yet, there are nota few 
in the slaveholding states, men of standing and in- 
fluence, so blinded by party feclings, or the prospect 
of personal gain or advancement by the success of 
their party, who advocate a step which must prove 
so fatal to their portion of the u.ion, under existing 
circumstances. Can party foily of rater madness go 
farther? 

As to myself, 1 have ever been opposed to such 
conventions: because they are irresponsible bodies, 
not known to the constitution; and beeause they, in 
effect, set aside the constitution with ils compromises, 
in reference toso important a subject as the election 
of the chief magistrate of the union. I hold it far 
safer,and every way preferable, to leave the election 
where the constitution has placed it: to the electoral 
college to choose; aud if that fails to make a choice, 
to the house of representatives, voting by states, l0 
elect the president from the three candidates, havilg 
the highest votes. But, if | had no objection to such 
conventions, under orvinary circumstances, | would 
regard the objection, as fatal, under the existing, 
when all parties of tue non-slaveholding states stand 
united «gainst us, on the most vital of all questions, 
and when to go into one would be, in effect, a sul 
render on our part. As both parties there have unile 
to divest us of our just and equal rights in the public 
domains, it is time that both parties with us shou 
unite in resistance to so great an outrage. Let 
show, at least, as much spirit in defending our rights 
and honor, as they have evinced in assailing them. 
Let us, when our safety 1s concerned, show al jeast 
as firm a determination, and as much unanimity, # 
they do, with no other interest on their part Dal the 
temporary one of succeeding in the presidential! con 
test. Henceforward, let all party distinction -" 
honor shall continue, on the part of the non-slave 
holding states. Let us profit by the example ~ 
the abolition party, who, as smadi as they are, bt 
acquired so much influence by the course they — 
pursued. As they make the destruction of — 
mestic institution the paramount question, se lel! 
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tysregard every man as of our party, who stands up 
in its defence, and every one as against us, who does 
{. until aggression ceases, It is thus and thus only 
ere can defend our rights, maintain our honor, 
proto our safety, and command respect. The op- 
pain course, Which would merge tiem in the tem- 
rary and mercenary party struggles of the day, 
Poul inevitably degrade and ruin us. 
If we should prove true to ourselves and our pecu- 
jiat domestic institution, we shall be great and pros- 
erous, let what will occur. ‘There is no portion of 
-, globe more avundant in resourees—agricultural, 
manufacturing and commercial—than that possessed 
pyus. We count among our productions the great 


most eflicient, well fed, well clad, and well trained 
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peasant ~— 





[ refer, with reluctrnce, to your remarks upon 
__ |that partof my despatch of 22d September, which 
CORRESPONDENCE RETWEEN THE WAR DEPARTMENT | @!ates to the Tampico expedition. As you have 
aie Gute. ta0ion. miseonceived the views of the government and made 

Headquarters Army of Occupation. the course pursued here the ground ofa formal pro- 

Camp near Monterey, Oct. 26, 1846. test, it seems to be proper that J should notice your 

Sir: In reply to so much of the communication of | animadversions upon it. l think you have erred in 
the secretary of war, dated September 22, as relates | regarding what was put forth as suggestions, in the 
tothe mode of supplying the army,! beg leave to. light of peremptory commands. It was intended to 


« . ' ! 1. ‘a ivi 
submit the following remarks: leave the whole subject, as well as the organizing and 


It would have been impossible hitherto, and is so | sending forth the expedition, as the desiynation of 
. ‘ is rte ’ « . 


the officers to command it, to your approval and 

t ; . “sd : , 
atric pabomtat 4 ene hat ate ‘final judgment. Such I think the fair import of the 
hetweéa the Rio Grande ania 7 niet Madre is mvind | language used te manifest this intention. Consider- 
furnishing only corn and beef. These articles us, ee fO9 tntge Onmmber $4 Afeage am tne Hio Grande 
obtain at moderate rates; but if a different system ‘and on the way there, it was presumed here, thata 
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hody of laborers for their cultivation. In addition to 


mong ourselves, and with the rest of the world, and | 


tow af The prompt payment in cash for the few articles of | 
building up flourishing commercial cities, they would | F heed 


had been adopted, it is certain that they would not part of them could be spared for the Tampico expe- 


| have been procured atall in sufficient quantities. — | 4400, bul you were expressly informed that none 


_would be withdrawn {from that line, if in your opin- 


j it *s } j : j ‘ si ¢ 
supply we have drawn from the country has neutral- | ion, it ‘would interfere with your eperations;” and 


furnish ample resources for revenue. But far be it | ized much of the unfriendly feeling with which we | it was not then suggested that any should be taken 


from us to desire to be forced on our own re- 
sources for protection. Our object is to preserve the 
ynion of these states, if it ean be done consistently 
with our rights, safety, and perfect equality wiih 
other members of the union. On this we have a 
right to insist. Less we cannot take. Looking at the 
same time to our safety and the preservation of the 
union, 1 regard it as fortunate that the promptitude 
and unanimity, on Our part, necessary to secure the 
one, are equally so to preserve the other. Delay, 
indecision, and want of union among ourselves, would 
jn all probability, in the end, prove fatal to both.— 
The danger is of a character, whether we regard our 
safety or the preservation of the anion, which cannot 
be safely tampered with. If not met promptly and 
decidediy, the two portions of the union will gradual. 
ly become thoroughly alienated, when.no alternative 
will be Jeff to us, as the weaker of the two, but to 
sever all political ties, or sink down into abject sub- 
mission. It is only by taking an early and decided 
sland, while the political lies are stiil strong, that a 
rally of the sound and patriotic of all portions of the 
union can be successiully made, to arrest so dire an 
alternative. 

Having now pointed out the danger with which 
we are menaced, and the means by which it may be 
successfully met and resisted, it is for you, and the 
people of the other slaveholding states, to determine 
whatshall be done, at a juncture so trying and event- 
ful. Jn conclusion, it is my sincere prayer, that the 
Great Disposer of events may eulighten you and 
them to realize its full extent, and give the wisdom 
to adopt the best and most efficient course for our 


own securiiy, ond the peace and preservation of the | 


union. 


The New York Evening Post, (Administration) 
after quoting the three paragraphs near the close o 
Mr. Calhoun’s speech at Charleston, which com. 
mences with ‘“‘Heneeforward Jet all party distinc- 
lions amongst us evase,” &c. aud concluding with 
the “rally of the seund and patriotic portions of the 
union” **iu arrest eo dire on alternative”—remarks: 
“There is no ambiguity in this language. ‘Ihe point 
Which Mr. Caihoun would make the basis of a polli- 
ical party is distinctly laid down. 
the slates in which slavery exists are earnestly ex- 
horted to form a party association, fur tLe purpose of 
perpetuating that imstitution, waking its existence and 
talely the utject to which all other public measures 
are to ve suburdinate. We shall not on this occasion, 
make any com.ments on the worthiness of the object, 
Viewed either in ils moral aspect, or in the light ot 
the great principles of individual liberty. We mere- 
ly here remark that Mr. Calhoun, in taking the abo- 
iUonisis as his example, seems to have overlooked 
lhe fate Which usualiy allends parties formed to car- 
ty a single measure of public policy. Parties found- 
¢d Upon a single idea, with a view to one ubject, to 

€ success of one measule, are necessarily fanatical, 
aud eXcept under exiraordivary circumstances, can- 
hot expect the support ul any large class in the com- 
Munity, Jt is for this reason that the abolitionists 
re few in cumbers; it is for this reason that the anti 
Masonic party had so feeble aud short an existence; 
1s for this reason that the nativisis cannot, with all 
their struggles, enlarge their party, aud find them- 
telves growing weaker every day. ‘They who build 
% "€nice do not think of making a house stand uy on 

‘ingle pile in the middle of the ground floor; they 

) the whole space which forms its foundation with 
piles closely driven. To form the basis of a great 
rat a broad and comprehensive system of princi- 
pt ng measures is necessary; on no other can it 
ee or stand Jong. Mr. Calhoun has taken, for the 
Pema on which he rallies his new party, a 
: SO narrow that we shal! hardly expect to see 


l . j 
otumbering that of the party at the north which 
"88 taken as his pattern.” 


The citizens of | that a Jarger force than that indicated in my com- 


were regarded, and has contributed greatly to facili- from your advancing column, So in relation to the 
hate one operations. The people have it in their general officers, proposec for the command of the 
power, at any time, to destroy theirerops, and would | 19Fe®s they were not lo be taken if “at should inter 
undoubtedly do so, rather than see them taken for- | fore with ee phir ebisag Lm NP in | PORAES, :10 
cibly. Add to which they would have no induce- | thece omnes." They . ware prea 0 FONE COR 
ments to plant again. The prices that have been sideration for that service, because they were not 


; : ae employed with the column advancing into the ene- 
karan cous wong, & ‘almost et) Guees the | my’scountry, but were with the troops on the Rio 


o's . Grande, from which most of the force for the expe- 
Should the army, in i's future operations reach a| ~.. 2? ey ma, P 
portion of the country which may be made to supply dition, jt was presumed, would be detached. 
the troops with advantage, | shall not fail to conform 
to the wishes and instructions of the department in 
this particular. I am, sir, very respectfully, your 
ob*t servt, Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. 8. A. comd’g. 
The apJuTANT GENERAL of the army, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 





/as commanding general; nothing was proposed which 
| could deprive you of the means of securing success 
(to your own plans of operation. After a respectful 
| consideration vi your remarks, and a re exawinvation 
|ot that partol my despach which you deem excep. 
| tionable, | cannot regara it as an encroachment upon 

your just rights, or “ta violation of the integrity of 


. “ar ithe chief command in the field.” 

eens Yen Gipuers umes ae Ra You must be aware that in wy official communiea- 
the 13th ultimo, that the government apprehended aa | aa | eto, ser yey He pee tre ny views 
that time that you would be likely toencounter many te — ewe ta a oP = san Sale ory right, 
| end serfous difficulties in extending your line of oper- aa eC erine ete ie) — € an as lu 
| ations as far as San Luis Potcsi. These apprehen- | movemenis ol the forces under your cuwwwand, or as 
yt nfirmed by your despateh. of ‘ce 15th to the afficers to be employed in these movements. 
lean” GR tek lo har on m 2 20th tactunt tn | Having, in this instance, caretully qualified his sug- 


the belief that it might not be advisable, unless cir-| aegintpecy hietae dees -chetacn acersee Mewes drape: Fo 


a oe er (as posilive directions or command, and expressly 
cumstances favored, to push forward in that direc-| giccigimed the intention of ewploying any part of 


tin, it became more important that operations | 


should be undertaken upon the gulfcoast. In case | the troops which, in your opinion, ‘*. vould interfere 


| with your operations,” he is entirely uuconscious of 
that it should be decided not to attempt at present|, —. reat Sar Page weeks y 

| to take any place beyond Monterey or Saltillo with | wenn tae Ma Mosler perce Dh 
'a view of holding permanent possession, it was |! " 


. T er rr cor uni Yr ir 
| believed thata sufficient force would be detached | Nhe reason offered for communicating directly 


| from the troops now in the field (with such additio:s | with General Patterson, and instructing him **to 


| -muke preparations for the movement, (the Tampico 
-) for a successful at 0N | ; ; ? 
as can be soon made) sful attack weed expedition,) 80 far as it can be done without disiur— 


| the most important points on the coast, still leaving | ay at oye ey 
enough to ld be positions you adie gained aaa | bing your present arrangements on the Rio Grande,” 
menace the enemy with a forward movement. &e., wes ; to prevent delay. I “9 pt declare lo 
By intercepting my despatch of the 2d of Septem- | ee gees: Teer eee ae) see hee 
ber (a copy Pe whieh I herewith transmit) aid prom. allegeu, viz, the loss of lime in communicating with 


| General Patterson, Las no application, fur t ec- 
bably through other means, the enemy las already | , PE » for the sec 


become aware of our intentions tu operate in that| retary’s despatch came from that cfficer to my heau- 
ecou i aly mee te eitctey 

; quarters in sixty hours, and he id not V - 
quarter, and undoubiedly will be prepared to make | pets aty hours, aud he could not move with 


. we Paha: /Oul drawing largely upon ths column for artillery 
u Vigorous resistance. Ithas become quile evident | aud regular troops.” ‘To vindicate the good taith 


with which this reason was assigned, 1 deem it pre 
per lo apprize you thal it was not known here that 
Geuerul Patterson was at Camargo, but ashe was 


municeted.this determination to bim on the 18th|" command on the Rio Grande, it was reasonable 
: i , J j}to conciude thal wy counmunication woulu reach 
instant. Since that time the general has been en- ey | 
: taney f Hig eae | him at Matamoros, ur in that vicinity; neither was 
gaged in making preparations here, principally with | : 
ail ‘it kuown at what place in the enemy’s country my 
a view to military operations on the shores of the | , 
‘Oe Ter, despatch would reach you. ‘lie casualties of send- 
gulf, and left yesterday tor the Rio Grande. ; 
ian ; ing Communications tu and from you, aller you had 
The competence of a military tribunal to take | A. 
: /penetrated far into it, were pul oveiluvked. ‘The 
cognizance of such a case as you hare presented in | ; P ' 
. : . fact that the one from this department of the Qu of 
yeur communication of the llth ultimo, viz: the | c a 
: September, baving relation to tue Pampico expedi- 
murder of a Mexioan soldier, and other offences not | ) 
. niet Pe" vy" lion, Was inlercepled by the ehemy, SiuWs that it 
eu.braced in the express provision of the articles of | tui id 
: voli -., | Was Dot unreasonable to apprehend delay tro this 
war, was Ceemed so questionable that an applica- pevsge 
tion was made lo congress al the last session to bring | aL ‘ : ’ 
them expressly within the jurisdiction of such atri-| There were causes for delay in the contemplated 
bunal, but it was not acted on. lam not prepared to | expeuition other than that suggested in your remarks 
say that, under the peculiar circumstauees of the | via: the concentration vl lroups. By my lelier to 
case, and particularly by (he non existence of any ci- | General Patterson, it will be perceived thai i was 
vil authority to which the offender could be turi- | bere considered important that be should be al ouce 
ed over, a military courl could not rightfully act ! engaged ip acquiring accurate imlormation as tu the 
ihereon; yet very serious doubts are entertained | roules, whether Dy land or sea, and in lurwarding 
upon that point, and the government do not advise | it with ihe least pussible delay luo the departwent. 
that course. It seriously regrets that such a fla- | The early receipt of this informativn waa deemed 
grant offender cannot be dealt with in the manner | im portent for the seasonable preparation of trans- 
he deserves. J see no other course for you to pur- | puts, and collecting neediul supplies, &c. 
sue than to release him from confinement and send With the disposition which, 1 am sure you pos— 
him away from the army, and this is recommended. | sess, to Judge lairiy on the subject, | allow myself 
I. is intended to invite the attention of congress | to hope that, on reflection, you will perceive thatthe 
again to this subject in orcer to have provision | reason alleged for a direct communication with 
made for such cases, but it cannot be so dune as to | Gen. Patterson was not an idle one; and perhaps you 
operate ex post facto, and of course will not embrace | may regard it as it was, and stil is, here regarued, as 
the case in question. | of sufficient importance to Justify the course adopted. 








munication of the 13:h ultimo, will be required for | 
that expedition. ‘whe president having decided to. 
seid Mayor General Scott to the seat of war, com—| 


! 
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Certainly no disrespect was intended lowards you, ° 


a ig ie rans nas, Pa 
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In conclusion, Lassure you that nothing could be 
further from the views of the department than any 
intention to interfere with, or derogate from, the 
authority belonging to you by right or usage as com- 
manding general; and allow me to add, that after 
full consideration of the part of the despatch deemed 
by you exceptionable, I am unable to convince my- 
self that either in the manner or matter, all circum- 
stances considered, it furnishes just grounds for 
your animad versions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, secretary of war. 

Major Gen. Z. Tarior, &c., &e. 


War Department, Washington, Nov. 23, 1846. 

Sir: The president, several days since, communi- 
cated in person to you his orders to repair to Mexi- 
co, to take cuminand of the forces there assembled, 
and particularly to organize and set on foot an expe- 
dition to operate on the gulf coast, if, on arriving 
at the theatre of action, you shall deem it to be 
practicable. It is not proposed to control your oper- 
ations by definite and positive instructions, but you 
are left to prosecute them as your judgment, under 
a full view of all the circumstances, shall dictate. 
The work is before you, and the means provided, or 
to be provided for accomplishing it, iscommitted to 
you, in the full confidence that you will use them to 
the best advantage. 

The objects which it is desirable to obtain have 
been indicated, and it is hoped that you will have 
the requisite force to accomplish them. 

Of this you must be the judge when preparations 


* are made, and the time for action has arrived. 


Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

W. L MARCY, Secretary of War, 
Major General Winrittp Scorr, commanding 
the army, Washington. 


Headquarters of the army, 
West Point, N. Y., September 12, 1846. 

Sir: In the letter [ had the honor to address to 
you the 27th of May last, I requested thatI might 
be sent to take the immediate command of the prin- 
cipal army against Mexico—either ‘‘to day, or at any 
better time he (the president) may be pleased to desig- 
anale. 

The horse regiments, (twelve months’ volunteers, ) 
destined for that army, being, | suppose, now 
within fifteen or twenty marches of the Rio Grande, 
and the season for consecutive operations at hand, I 
respectfully ask to remind the president of that stan- 
ding request. I do this without any hesitation in 
respectto Major General Taylor, having reason to 
believe that my presence at the head of the princi- 
pal army in the field, in accordance with my rank, ts 
neither unexpected nor undesired by that gallant 
and distingished commander. 

A slight return of chills and fevers may detain me 
here with my family long enough to receive your 
reply to this note. Sho Id the president yield to my 
wishes, a few hoursin New York and Philadelphia 
would enable me to make certain arrangements, and 
save the neceasily of a return to those cilies from 
Washington. I suppose it would be easy for me to 
reach the Rio Grande by the end of this month. 

With high respect, 1 have the honor to be, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, secretary of war. 

War Department Washington, Sep. 14, 1846. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 12 instant, 
and submitted it to the president. He requests me 
to inform you that it is not within the arrangements 
for conducting the campaign in Mexico, to super- 
sede General Taylor in his present command by as 
signing you to it. W. L. MARCY. 

Major Gen. W. Scorr. 

[PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL. } 
New York, Nov. 25, 1846. 

My pear GeneRAL. 1} left Washington late in the 
day yesterday, and expect to embark for New Or- 
Jeans the 20th instant. By the 12th of December 1 
inay be in that city, at Poimt Isabel! the 17th, and 
Camargo, say the 23i—in order to be within easy 
corresponding distance from you. It is not probable 
that! may be able to visit Monterey, and circum- 
siances may prevent your coming tome. | shall 
much regret not having an early opportunity of feli- 
cilating you in person upow your many brilliant 
achievements; but we may meet somewhere in the 
interior of Mexico. 

Iam not coming, my dear general, to supersede 
you in the immediate command on the line of oper- 
ations rendered illustrious by you and ycur gallant 
army. My proposed theatre is diferent. You may 
imagine it, and 1 wish very much thal it were pru- 


dent, at this distance, to tel! you all that ] expect toj dictated this suspension of aris. 
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attempt or hope toexecute. [ have been admon- 
ished that despatches have been lost, and I have no 
special messenger at hand. Your imagination will 
be aided by the letters of the secretary of war, con- 
veyed by Mr. Armistead, Major Graham, and Mr. 
McLane. 

But, my dear general, I shall be obliged to take 
from you most of the gallant officers and men (reg- 
ulars and volunteers) whom you have so long and 
so nobly commanded. 1 am afraid that I shall, by 
imperious necessity—the approach of yellow fever 
on the gulf coast—reduce you, for a_ time, to stand 
on the defensive. ‘This will be infinitely painful to 
you, and for that reason, distressing to me. But I 
rely upon your patriotism to submit to the tempora- 
ry sacrifice with cheerfulness. No man can better 
afford to do so. Reeent victories place you on that 
high eminence, and I even flatter myself that any 
benefit that may result to me, personally, from the 
uneqial division of troops alluded to, » |; lessen the 
pain of your consequent inactivity. 

You will be aware of the recent call for nine re- 
giments of new volunteers—including one of Texas 
horse. The president may soor ask for miny more, 
and we are not without hope that congress may add 
ten or twelve to the regular establishment. These 
by thespring, say April, may, by the atd of large 
bounties, be in the field—should Mexico not earlier 
propose terms of accommodation; and Jong before 
the spring, (March,) it is probable you ‘vill be again 
in force to resume offensive operations. 

Iam writing at a late hour of the night, and more 
than half sick of a cold. I may despatch another 
note before | embark; but from New Orleans, Point 
Isabel, &c., you shall hear from me officially and 
fully. 

lt was not possible for me to find time to write 
from Washington, as I much desired. | only receiy- 
ed an intimation to hold myself in preparation for 
Mexico, on the 18th instant. Much hasbeen done 
towards that end, and more remains to be executed. 

Your detailed report of the operations at Monte- 
rey, andreply to the secretary’s despatch, by Lieut. 
Armistead, were both received two days after 1 was 
instructed to proceed south. 

In haste, Lremain, my dear general, yours, faith- 
fully, WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General Z. Taytor, United States army, 

commanding, &c., &c., &e. 
Headquarters army of Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, Nov. 8, 1847. 

Sin—In reply toso much of the communication 
of the secretary of war, dated October 13, as relates 
to the reasons which induced the convention result- 
ing in the capitulation of Monterey, |] have the honor 
to submit the following remarks: 

The convention presents two distinct points. First, 
the permission granted the Mexican army to retire 
with their arms, &c. Secondly, the temporary cessa- 
tion of hostilities for the term of eight weeks. | 
shall remark on these in order. 

The forces with which I marched on Monterey 
was limited to causes beyond my control to about 
6,000 men. With this furce,as every military man 
must admit who has seen the ground, it was entirely 
impossible to invest Monterey so closely aa to pre- 
vent the escape of the garrison. Although the main 
commubpication with the interior was in eur posses- 
sion, yel one roule was open to the Mexicans through- 


| out the operations, and could not be closed, as were 


also other minor tracks and passes through the moun- 
tains. Had we, therefore, imsisted on more rigorous 
terms than those granted, the result would have veen 
ihe escape of the body of the Mexican force, with 
the destruction of its artillery and magazines, our 
only advantage being the capture of a few prisoners 
of war at the expense of valuable lives and much 
damage to the city. ‘The consideration of humanity 
was present to my mind during the conference which 
led to the convention, and outweighed in my judgment 
the doubtiul advantayes to be gained by a resumption 
of the attack upon the town. ‘T'his conclusion has 
been fully confirmed by an inspection of the enemy’s 
position since the surrender. it was discovered that 
his principal magazine, containing an immense a- 
mount of powder was in the Cathedral, co...:pletely 
exposed to our shells from two directions. The ex- 
plosion of this mass of powder which must have 
ultimately resulled from the continuance of the 
bombardment, would have been infinitely disastrous, 
involving the destruction not only of Mexican troops, 
but of non combatants and even our own people had 
we pressed the attack. 

ju regard to the temporary cessation of hostilities, 
ihe fact that we are not at this mowent, within 11] 
days of the termination of the period fixed by the 
convention, prepared to move forward in force, isa 
sufficient explanation of the military reasons which 





It paralyzed the! 


=, 
enemy during a period, when from the want of 
cessary means, we could not possibly move, ca 
distinctly to state, and to call the attention of “1 
authorities to the fact, that with all diligence 1 
breaking mules and setling up wagons, the firs at 
gons, in addition to our own original train fron 
Corpus Christi, (and but 125 in number) reaches 
my headquarters on the same day with the secretary: 
communication of October 13, viz: the 2d inst. \ 
the date of the surrender of Monterey our force },,, 
not more than ten days rations, and even now, with 
all our endeavors, we have not more than twen 
five. The task of fighting and beating the enemy | 

: ‘ 
among the least difficult that we encounter: the great 
question of supplies necessarily controls all the ope. 
rations ina country like this. Atthe date of th, 
convention [ could not, of course, have foreseen thy 
the department would direct an important detach, 
ment from my command without consulting me, o 
without waiting the result of the main operation, 
under my orders. 

{ have touched the prominent military points jp. 
volved in the convention of Monterey. ‘There wer, 
other considerations which weighed with the com. 
missioners in framing, and with myself in approving 
the articles of the convention. In the conferenc, 
with General Ampudia, I was distinctly told by him 
that he had invited it to spare the further effusion of 
blood, and because Gen. Santa Anna had declare, 
himself favorable to peace. 1 knew that our gover. 
ment had made propositiunsto that of Mexico tp 
negotiate, and I deemed that the change of gover. 
ment in that country since my last instructions, fully 
warranted me in entertaining considerations of policy, 
My grand motive in moving forward with very 
limited supplies, had been to increase the induce. 
ments of the Mexican government to negotiate for 
peace. Whatever may be the actual views or dip 
position of the Mexican rulers or of General Santa 
Anna,it is not unknownto the government that| 
had the very best reason for believing the statemeat 
of Gen. Ampudia to be true. It was my opinion at 
the time of the convention, and it has not bees 
changed, that the liberal treatment of the Mexieay 
army, and the suspension of arms, would exact none 
but a favorable influence in our behalf. 

The result of the entire operation has been to 
throw the Mexican army back more than three 
hundred miles to the city of San Luis Potosi, and to 
open the country to us as far as we choose to pene 
trate it, up to the same point. 

It has been my purpose in this communication not 
s0 much to defend the convention from the censure 
which I deeply regret to find implied in the secretary's 
letter as to show that it was not adopted without 
cogent reasons, most of which occur of themselves 
to the minds of all who are acquainted with the 
condition of things here. ‘To that end I beg thatit 
may be laid before the general in chief and secretary 
of war. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servanl, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Maj. General U.S. A. commanding. 
The adjt. gen. of the army, Washington, D. C. 


Headquarters army cf occupation, 
Camp near Monterey Nov. 9, 1846. 

Sirn—I have the honor to report that, in compliance 
with the instructions of the secretary of war, com 
municated in his letter of October 13th, I have for 
mally notified the Mexican general in chief that the 
temporary suspension of arms agreed upon in the 
convention of Monterey will cease on the L3th inst 
the date at which the notice wil! probably reach 5a 
Luis de Potosi. ‘This notification was sent by Majot 
Graham, topographical engineer, who left on the 6th 
instant. 

You will perceive from my “orders” No. 199, 
what arrangeinents liave been made for the occupt 
tion of Saltillo at the earliest moment by our troops 
Whether our operations are pushed forward towards 
San Luis or not, ihe occupation of Saltillo 1s im 
portant—politically, as the capital of Coahuila, and, 
ina military view, as covering an important regio 
from which we may draw supplies. 

Brigadier Gen. Wool, with a portion of his force, 
arrived at Munclora on the 29th of October, and! 
now joined by the rear division. He reports no pra 
ticable route to Chituahua, except the one by Parra 
wiuch will bring [bim] within a few leagues of Sab 
tillo. He inquires what is to be gained by going lo 
Chihuahua? And, lL am free to answer, nothing at® 
commensurate with the excessive length of his 10 
of operations. Chihuahua, moreover, is virtually 
conquered, and can be occupied at any momen| 
while we hold Saltillo and Sauta Fe. I shall instrutl 
Gen. Wool to remain at Monclova, where there 3" 
supplies, until I can determine what disposition \0 
make of hiscolumn, which cannot be done until 
Saltillo. 
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ve. I desire j have taken the first steps towards organizing the 
HON Of the ition on Tampico, and propose to accompany 


liligence in 


, forthe purpose at least of eommanding a covering 
e first wa. My 


orce. There will be some delay for the want of 


train from ,eans of land transport. ' Lai: 
T) reached "The information received since my communication 
secretary ¢ October 15th, relative to the route hence to San 


A inst. ‘4 1 yis, renders it more than probable that from the 
’ 


r force had ant of permanent water it will be impossible to 

n NOW, with narch a large force from Saltillo to that city. I 

an twent pope to acquire certain information on this point in a 
® enemy ig 


va. 
me ce latest advices from the interior, the army 


rs the great 
syet at San Luis, some 12,000 strong. It is re- 


all the ope. asy ; 

date of the sorted, also, that Tampico has been entirely evacuat- 

oreseen that d, but I deem this hardly credible. Some rumors 

ant detach. hat Santa Anna had beca proclaimed dictator, have 

ting me, o ot been confirmed, 

1 Operations | am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servent, 

4. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U.S. A. Com’g. 

To the Ansurant Generat of the Army, 

Washington, D.C. 
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r effusion of Camp near Monterey November 8, 1846. 
ad declared |. Under instructions from the department of war, 
our govern: be general in chief of the Mexican forces has been 
' Mexico to july notified that the temporary cessation of hostil- 
» of govern. es agreed upon at the convention of Monterey, will 
uctions, fully ease and determine from the 13th instant, after 
ons of policy, yhich date the American forces will be free to cross 
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n. 

ML Saltillo, the capital of the state of Coahuila, 
ill be occupied by the United States troops. The 
vllowing corps of the 2d division will form the 
arrison in the first instance, to be increased as cir- 
ymstances may require: Lieutenant Col. Duncan’s 
pallery, artillery battalion, (8 companies), 8th in- 
antry, Sth infantry, and Captain Blanchard’s com- 
pany of Louisiana volunteers; the whole to be com- 
manded by Brigadier General Worth. Lieutenant 
ackall’s battery, the 7th infantry, and one company 
pf the artillery battalion (to be selected by General 
orth) willremain in Monterey under command of 
ol. Simth, regiment of mounted rifleinen. 

lll. The corps above designated for the occupa- 
jon of Saltillo will march under General Worth on 
e]2th inst. The commanding general will march 
tthe same time, with the two squadrons of the 2d 
ragoons under Lieut. Col. May. ‘he troops will 
uke four rations in their haversacks. Rations of 
altmeat for ten days, of bread for five days, and 
mall rations for twenty days will be thrown forward 
\ the same time. 

IV. Suitable arrangements will be made by the 
edical director fur the care of the invalids neces- 
rily left behind by the 2d division. ‘They will be 
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JOR, ntforward to their compaiuies as rapidly as they 
ommanding. bay recover health and strength. 
on, D. C V. The quartermaster’s department will provide 
be hecessary transportation io carry out the above 
der. 
ion : 
rae 9. 1946. By order of major gen. Taylor: 
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th, I have for ~— 
chief that the Headquarters ariny of occupation. 
sd upon in the Camp near Monterey Nov. 12, 1846. 
1 the 13th inst HP Sin—The communication of the secretary of war 
ably reach Sal October 22, with its enclosures, by the hands of 
sent by Majot Major McLane, was received this morning. You 
yJeft on the Gh HiPill have seen by iny orders and my despatch of the 
i, what measures have been taken to conclude the 
lers” No. 199, HiWistice and to occupy Saltillo. Being advised by 
for the occupa Bapecial express from Matamoros of Major McLane’s 
; by our troops MmpProach, | had postponed my intended departure this 
yrward towards Ylor Saltillountal his arrival. As 1 deem it still 
Saltillo is 1 BMportant to occupy ihat position, fur reasons to be 
Coahuila, an plained below, 1 shall march thither to-morrow, 
nportant regioa ording to wy first intention. On my return—say 
he 20th instant—I shall probably be able to in- 
M the department more fully on certain import- 
' points connected with our operations; but | uow 
all myself of the return of Major McLane to 
ashington, to state briefly my views on sume ol 
p epics embraced in the secretary ’s com .unica- 
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Without active operations towards San Luis Po 

‘from this quarter, | still deem the occupation ol 

tillo important for three reasons: 

ig a necessary Oulpust oi the main force at 

hich too? covering as it dues an important defile 
leads from the low country to the table land, 

tlso the route to Monclova. 

tondly. As controlling a region from which we 

1 *Xpect considerable supplies of breadstuffs and 

"ey viz: the fertile country around Parras: and 
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thirdly, as the capital of Coahuila, which renders it 
very important in a political point of view. 1 have 
already represented to the department the difficulties 
to be encountered in a forward movement upon Sao 
Luis, and the amount of force which would be ne- 
cessary to insure success. Those reasous only apply 
to the country beyond Saltillo. [ consider the oc- 
cupation of that point asa necessary complement to 
our operations, and to the policy of holding a defen- 
sive line, as the Sierra Madre, and trust the depart- 
ment will concur with me in this view. 

As already reported, Brigadier General Wool is 
now at Monclova, having found no practicable route 
to Chihuahua, save tie well known but very circui- 

ous one by Parras. I fully agree with the depart- 

ment that no commensurate benefit is likely to result 
from the march on Chihuahuaof Gen. Wool's column, 
and shall according!y direct him to suspend his move- 
ment in that direction. The occupation of Saltillo in 
force renders it still less necessary that Chihuahua 
should be aceupied. I cannot yet determine specifi- 
cally what disposition to make of General Wool’'s 
column. Meanwhile I have directed him to remain 
in his present position until further orders. 

In regard to (he expedition against Vera Cruz, after 
a good deal of reflection upon the subject, I fee! 
bound to express my conviction that 4,000 men will 
be a force quite too small for the purpose contem- 
plated. In my despatch of October 15, | stated 25,000 
troops, of which 10.000 to be regulars, as the least 
force that should make a descent in that quarter, 
with a view of marching on the capital. 1 now con- 
sider that simply to invest and take Vera Cruz, and 
of course hold the position, we should have 10,000 
troops, of which 4,000, if possible, should be regulars. 
lt is quite probable that a smaller force, even 4,000 
might effect a landing and carry the town; but could 
they sustain themselves, until the castle of San Juan 
de Ulloa should be reduced by famine? The country 
lying between Vera Cruz and the city of Mexico is 
populous, and at least one portion (Puebla), under- 
stood to be very Joyal. Would nota force be brought 
against us before the castle could be reduced, sufli- 
ciently strong to endanger our safety, cut off as we 
should be from succor? When to these considerations, 
we add the uncertainty of weather during the winter 
season, rendering our communications with the fleet 
liable to interruption, I think it will be seen that the 
force should be large enough, not only to land and 
invest the town, but also to hold itself secure against 
any attack from the interior, and for such purpose, ] 
consider 10,000 men quite as small a force as should 
be ventured. 

A force of 10,000 men cannot be spared from the 
occupation of the line of the Sierra Madre, 4,000 
may diverted from that object; and if to these 6,000 
fresh troops from the United States were added at 
the proper time, the expedition might be undertaken 
with a promise of success. 1 propose, therefore, to 
proceed with the preparation fur a movement on 
Tampico, and after accomplishing everything that is 
to be done in that quarter, I will, if the department 
approve, hold 4,000 men, of which, perhaps, 3,000 
regulars, ready to embark at some point on (the coast, 
and effect a junction with the additional force from 
the states. The movement towards Tampico will 
not produce any delay, if my views are adopted, and 
I consider it quite important to occupy Victoria and 
the lower portion of ‘’amaulipas, afler securing pro- 
perly the line to be held in this quarter. 

I conceive it ali important, having in view the 
Mexican character, that as litthe should be left to 
accident as possible, and that we should be careful, 
as far a8 human foresight can provide, to avoid the 
smallest liability to disaster, A descent upon a hios- 
tile coast, notoriously dangerous, and in an inclement 
season of the year, is ai operation requiring the most 
careful preparations and exact management, and 
possessing, under the most favorable circumstances, 
more or less elements of failure. 
of prudence, therefore, to take a sufficient force to 
meet any contingency thal may arise. 

Being pressed for time, | have given my views brief- 
ly, and perhaps somewhat crudely on the most import- 
ant points presented in the despatch of the secretary. 
There are other topics which will probably claim my 
attention, but which must be now passed over. | 
would only sugges! that in event of an expedition to 
Vera Cruz, the heavy ordnance, engineers, stores, 
&c. should be shipped direct from the north. The 
additional force fro: the Atlantic seaboard might 
embark, say by the LUth of Jauuary. 

1 aim, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

4. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U.S. army, commanding. 
The Apjut. Gen. ef the army, Washington, D. C. 
Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, ov. 24, 1846. 
Sir: [ reported briefly from Saltillo, on the 16th 


It seems the part | 
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instant, the occupation of that eity by our troops.— 
A duplicate of that report is transmitted herewith. 
[ seize the first opportunity, after my return from 
that place, to report more in detail the circumstan- 
ces of its occupation, and also to refer to the posi- 
tion of Brig. General Wool, and the orders which [ 
have given to that officer. 

While in route to Saltillo on the 4th inst., I was 
met by a white flag conveying a despatch from Gen- 
eral Santa Anna in reply to the notice given him 
of the cessation of the armistice. Copies of these 
on and of my final reply, are forwarded by this 
mail. 

On approaching the city of Saltillo, a messenger 
placed in my hands a document, herewith enclosed, 
protesting in the name of the state of Coahuila, 
against the occupation of the city. The individual 
signing the protest had been elected governor the 
day previous, and left the city the morning of the 
day on winch we teok possession. The troops of 
Gen. Worth’s division were immediately quartered 
in the town, and arrangements were made before 
I left for procuring a supply of breadstuff and forage 
at reasonable rates. 

A reconnoissance was also made of the coun- 
try some twenty-five miles in front, and one projec— 
ted, to be execnted after my departure, of the Parras 
route as far as Patos—a rich hacienda about 35 miles 
from Saltillo. I left a squadron of the 2d dragoons, 
to serve under General Worth’s orders uutil relieved 
by other cavalry, proposing to assign Lieut. Kearny’s 
company Ist. dragoous and a squadron or two 
of the Keatucky horse to his division as soon as 
they can be brought forward. Ishal! also reinforce 
him by a volnoteer force, probably a brigade. 

The division at Saltillo covers the direct route 
from San Luis Potosi. The other route would be 
covered by a force at Parras, which would at the 
same time control the abundant supplies to be drawn 
from the neighboring country—the richest of the 
north of Mexico. Brig. Gen. Wool being iv posi- 
tion at Monclova, and it being now fully ascertained 
that he cannot march thence on Chituahua, even 
were it desired, 1 have ordered hin to move on Par- 
ras. The state of Coahuila will then be completely 
occupied and covered, and in case active operations 
towards the interior should hereafter be determined 
on, we shall be in position to march on San Luis, Za- 
catecas, or Durango. Brig. Gen. Wool will at once 
abandon his communications by San Antonio and 
Lavaca, and adopt that by the Rio Grande and Mon- 
lerey. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Maj.;Gen. U. S. A. commanding. 
he ApJuranr GENERAL of the army, Washington, 
v. ¢, 
{Translation. ] 

The movement you are making with the forces 
under your command Jeaves no doubt that your ob- 
ject is to invade this cily, as have been the greater 
parts of the towns of Coahuila by the troops which 
have advauced to Monclova. The want of arms in 
(his State leaves me no means to oppose force to 
furce, and will enable you to occupy this capital 
without opposition, and compel me to retire from it; 
but in doimg so, 1 ought, and I desire to place upon 
record, ia the most authentic manner, this protest, 
which | solemnly make, in the name of the state of 
Coahuila, against the government of the U. States of 
ihe north, for the usurpation ef the territory occupi- 
ed by their arms—for the outrages and damages 
which may accrue to the persons and property of 
the inhabitants of these delenceless towus—for the 
lnjuries the public interests may suffer—and for all 
ihe evils Consequent upon tbe most unjnstifiable in- 
vasion ever known to the world. 

God and liberty. 

saltillo, November 10, 1846. 

JOSE MARIE DE AGUIRRE. 
Majov General TayLor, Geueral-i-chief of the 
army of the U 38. 


Headquariers Army of Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, Nov. 26, 1346. 

Sir: I have to report that 1 received official intor- 
mation last evening of the occupation of! Tampico 
on the 14th inst., by the naval forces under Com. 
Perry. I had before learned from the Mexican news- 
papers that the garrison had been withdrawn on the 
27ih of October. 

On the requisition of Commodore Perry, who 
brought the first intelligence of the occupation to 
Brazos Santiago, Major General Patt:rson promptly 
gave orders for Lieut. Col. Beiton’s battalion (6 
companies) to proceed to and garrison Tampico; and 
also took measures to ship thither a sufficient supply 








of heavy ordnance and provisious. ‘hese orders 
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have been fully approved by me, and I have directed 
a regiment of volunteers to be added to the garri— 
son, the whole to be under the command of a briga- 
dier general, probably brigadier General Shields, 
who is now here, and will soon report to Major 
General Patterson. 

1 propose still to throw forward a force as far as 
Victoria, with the view of examining the country, 
and particolarly the passes which lead from Linares 
and other points towards the interior. 

I shall take the earliest occasion to reply to the 
communication of the secretary of war, dated Oc— 
tober 29, but am obliged to postpone it for a day or 
two. 

] am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U.S. A. commanding. 
The Apsutant GENERAL of the army, Washington, 


D.C. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, Dec. 8, 1846. 

Sir: As I expect to mareh in afew days fur Vic- 
toria, | consider the present a proper occasion to ex 
plain somewhat in detail the dispositions which have 
been made, and which are contemplated for the oc 
cupation and defence of this frontier. With this 
view 1 enclose a sketch exhibiting the line from 
Parras to Tampico, and showing how a portion of 
that line is naturally marked by the chain of the 
‘*Sierra Madre.” 

It will be seen at once, that San Luis Potosi is a 
position almost equaily distant from the points of 
this line. ‘This would give a force at San Luis a 
great odvantage over us, were it not for the nature 
of the country and the communications; the region 
between Sav Luis and the mountains being scantily 
supplied with water and subsistence, and the road 
by Saltillo and Monterey, being the only practicable 
roule for artillery across the mountains. Without 
artillery the Mexicans troops are not atall formi- 
dable, and I think I have but little confidence in 





themselves. J therefore consider the positions of 
Saltilio and Parras, as of prime importance. With | 
an intermediate post at Patus, and the means by a/ 
good roa’ of rapidly uniting if necessary, | deem the | 
column» of Brigadier Generals Wool and Worth, | 
quite equal to hold that flank of the line. I shall, | 
however, reinforce the latter general, particularly in| 


cavalry, and shall establish a reserve at this place to | 


support the advanced positions, should the move- 
ments of the enemy require it. 

Brigadier General Wool is understocd to be now 
at Parras with his column—say 2,400 strong, with 
six guns. Brigadier General Worth has his head— 
quarters at Saltullo—his command consisting of 1,- 
200 regular troops with eight guns. I propose te 
reinforce him by two regiments of volunteer foot, 
anda portion of the Kentucky cavalry. Lieutenant 
Kearny’s company is all the regular cavalry force | 
can assign to him at present. 

At Monterey, will be the headquarters of Major 
General Butler, commanding the reserve. a wo | 
companies of artillery, and one of the weak infan- 
iry battalions (4th) will compose the garrison of the 
place. The troops of General Butler’s proper divis- 
ion (Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky) will be at this 
point, and in echelon on the route hence to Camargo 
and the meuth of the Rio Grande, except those 
which may be ordered to reinforce Gen. Worth, as 
above indicated. 

Tampico is now garrisoned by eight strong com- 
panics of artillery, and the Alabama regiment of 
volunteers, say 1,000 effectives. Ll consider this 
force quite sufficient to hold the place, controiling 
as we do, the harbor. Between Tampico and this 
place, Victoria offers itself at once as an important 
position to be held by us. It is jhe capital of the 
state of Tamaulipas; itis siluatec at the debouche 
of apass through the mountains, ard it bas a port, 
Soto la Marina, where we shall probably be abie tu 
establish a convenient depot. It also threatens the 
flank of the Mexican army, should it advance from 
San Luis. These considerations attracted my alten- 
tion to Victoria, before the surrender of Tampico; 
but ] deem it more than ever important; for | have 
reason to believe t!ata corps of ebservation Is in 
that quarter under the orders of General Urrea, ha- 
ving its headquarters perhaps at Tula, and sending 
forward advanced parties as far as Victoria. lhave 
thereiore changed nothing in my original purpose 

of moving on Victoria, believing it mmportant to oc- 
cupy that point, and know ig that any surplus force 
would then be in position fur the ulterior views of 
the goveinient, should any further operations on 
the gulf coast be ordered. Major Gen. Patterson 
has accordingly been instructed to march from Mat- 
amoros on Victoria, with three regimenis of volun- 





teers {rom his division, one being the Tennessee 


horse. I propose to move from this point, say by 
tha 12th instant, with the regular troops now here 
under Brigadier General Twiggs, (except those to 


be left in garrison as above,) and the regiments of 


General Patterson’s division under Brigadier Gen- 
eral Quitinan. At Montemorelos, 68 miles from 
this, 1 shall effect a junction with Riley, who is now 
there, and incorporate with the column the 3rd 
Tennessee regiment, under orders for that place.— 
With this. augmented force I expeet to effect a 
junction with Major General Patterson before Vic- 
toria. 

After establishing a depot, if it be found practi- 


cable, at Soto la Marina, examining the passes of 


the mountains, and making such dispositions as may 
be found necessary for the security of the position, 
itismy intention, unless otherwise instructed, to 
return with a portion of the regular force, and es- 
tablish my headquarters in advanee of Sultillo, 
which after all | consider to be our most important 
point. 

You will perceive that one eflect of the arrange— 
ments above indicated wall be to throw Maj. Gen’l. 
Patterson with the troops of his appropriate division 
(Tennessee, Illinois, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Georgia) on the left, and near the coast, while Maj. 
General Butler, with his division, occupies the 
line of communication from the Rio Grande to 
Saltillo. 

Intelligence received this moment from Saltillo 
represents all quiet in front. We have reports of a 
revolution in Mexico, embracing two or three 
States, and directed against General Santa Anna, 
but the infurmation does not come in authentic 
fourm. 

]1 am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen’'l. U. S. A. comd’g. 
The ApsuTant Grneran of the army, Washington, 
D.C. 


Headquarters Army of Occupatien, 
Camp near Monterey, Dec. 14, 1846. 
Sir: | have respectiuily to report that the move- 
ment towards Victoria has commenced. The regu- 
lar troops (except a portion of the dragoons to join 
in route) marched yesterday under Brigadier Gen’). 


Twiggs: the volunteers under Brigadier General | 
Quitman marched this morning,| shall leave to-wor- | 


row, and expect to overtake the columns at Monte- 
morelos. 

In my communication of the 8th inst., I alluded to 
the occupation of Tampico, and the force which | 
considered sufficient to hoid that place. I fully ap- 
proved of the first measures taken by Major General 
Patterson to garrison Tampico, and after giving him 
instructions to despatch thither a regiment of -volun- 
teers in addition to the battalion oi artillery, was 
not a little surprised to hear from him that he had, 
besides, ordered the Lilinvis brigade by water, and 
proposed going there himself to assume the com- 
wand, ‘This preceeding 1 considered not only 
wholly unnecessary, but as a direct and unwarranta- 
ble interference with ihe plan which 1 bad already 
communicated to General Patterson for a combined 
movement upon Victoria; for while the Llinois regi- 
ments were to proceed by water toa place where 
their services were not needed, the Tennessee regi- 
ment of horse was to be compromitted by marching, 
unsupported, by infantry, from Matamoros to Victo- 
ria. By special express | succeeded in arresting this 
fatal misdirection, and 1 have t.ow hopes of concen 
trating a respectable furce at Victoria, as first inten— 
ded. 

1 wish my report of interferences could stop here, 
but another of the gravest character has beeu 
brought to my notice, to which | beg leave to invite 
the earnest altention of the general-in-chief and the 
department of war. In an official letter, addressed 
under date of Noven:b.r 20th, to the commanding 
officer at Point Isabe), Commodore Perry of the navy, 
writes thus: 

*‘Since 1 wrote you by Lieut. Anderson, | have vis 
ited New Orleaus, conierred with Governor John- 
son and Generals Jessup and Brooke, all of whow 
unite with me in placing great importance upon the 
immediate possession, by a military garrison, of 


Tampico. 


‘IT have on board this ship eight pieces of artillery 
with ali the requisite appurtenances and munitions, 
borrowed from the State Arsenal of Louisiana, by 
Gen. Brooke. Also, Lieut. Crittenden, with forty- 
five infantry (recruits.) Generali Brooke assures 
wwe that four hundied mounted riflemen, hourly ex- 
pected at New Orleans, will be immediately des— 
petched in the steamer ** Massachusetts,” so soon as 
they arrive; but I fear there wilibe difficulty in lan- 
ding the horses on account of the roughness of the 
eea at the bar of Tampico.” 





eral, who directs me to express his entire disapp” 


the movement of those corps towards Taimpico i" 
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It is hard'y necessary to make any comme 
the above. Jt will be seen at once that, b 
vice of officers at a distance, totally ignorant of 
views and incurring no respensibility for the fail 
of operations, a large and efficient corps of cavain 
upon which | had reckoned for important Service 
the interior, has been intercepted without authority 
and sent where it is not needed and where j, mie 
lose many of its horses. Had the mounted riflem, 
been sent back to Jefferson Barracks, they coyjq ia 
have been more completely lost to the present oper. 
ations. 

I have now no assurance that any reinforcemeny 
or supplies will reach me through New Orleans _ 
The advice of Gen. Brooke or “Governor Johnson 
may divert recruits and the most important objecy 
of supply to Tampico, under the new principle of 
war, that the enemy, afler destroying his heayy 
guns, will attack a place which he dared pot q., 
fend. 

With such proceedings on the Rio Grande anq in 
New Orleans, | cannot be held responsible {o, the 
efficient prosecution of the objects of the governmey 
here. The departure of Gen. Patterson frot th 
full and precise instructions | had given him, jg, iy 
my opinion, a legitimate result of the position gf 
quasi independence given to that officer by the i. 
partment of war, against which I have protested ang 
again protest. As for the interference of Gener) 
Brooke, the war department, I cannot doubt, yj 
give that officer the most stringent orders in no cay 
to stop or divert the troops or supplies that may by 
destined for the ariny under my command. 

While ] aim considered competent to exercise th 
chief commaud in the field, it is no more than re. 
sonable that subordinates, and, above all, officers no 
serving with the army against Mexico, should be 
compelled to keep in their proper places, and not 
expose to hazard, by mischievous meddliugs, the 
success of military operations involving the reput 
tion of the army and the country. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedieut servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U.S. A., Coma’, 
The Adjutant General of the Army, 
Washington, D.C. 
Headquarters, Second Division, 
Army of Occupation, 
Matamoros, Mexico, Dec 8th, 1846 

Sir: On the 22d of November I had the ionort 
inform you that 1] had been apprized of the caplue 
of Tampico, and of the messures ad pted by we for 
occupying and holding that place, and thal I intend 
ed to go there by sea and assume my command. 
regret to say that the general commanding the aray 
in Mexico, has disapproved of my proceedings. 
Herewith I send copies of the jetier of disapproval 
and of my answer. 1 am ordered to move by las 
from this poin!, and ain using every exertion to 0 
tain means of transportation, and wall leave here a 
socn as those means can be obtained. 1 hope 
march in eight or ten days, but as transportation } 
not been provided for me, or officers of the quarler 
master’s department assigned to me, in time to pr 
cure a sufficient amount, | do not consider mys 
responsible in any degree fur delay caused by want 


of it. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, | 
R. PATTERSON, 
Major General, U. S. A. Comd, 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary of War, 
Washington, D. C. 


—_— 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 

Camp near Monterey, Nov. 28, 1846: 

Sir: Your communication of the 24th inst. has)! 
been received and laid before the commanding 5 
al of your orders respecting the [inois regime!’ 
foot and the Tennessee horse. He now directs 


manner suggested be at once suspended, and lit 
carried out only i: the mode prescribed by lim | 
previvus instructions. Itis considered by the a 
al that 1,000 men, of which say one hall reply 
troops, are more than sufficient to defend panes 
and it is not his purpose to devote a larger a } 
that object. ‘The battalion under Cul. o-_ 
Licut. Col. Bellon, together with one regiaieh 
volunteer iniantry, as duected in the instructions” 
Major McCall, are intended to compose the ‘aah 
of that place, and may even be reduced if oi 

stances require. The Alabama regiment havin 
ready started will not be reeailed, although a 
rent srrangement was proposed. The ‘Tend : 
horse and the Iilinois brigade will now march a 
Matamoros, the former regiment being '™ 
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n ; led to that point until itean march, sup- 
, by the oly So column of infantry. This march will be 
brant of Peder: your own erders, and the general desires to be 
r the failyy, ME Mformed when it will commence that he may regu- 
iS Of caval iste his own mareh accordingly. | 

IL Service ip jam directed further to say that the general dis- 
it author; es of your order directing Captain Hunter to 


here it mjy ap Freed to New Orleans. No officer in the field, ex- 
ted riflemen cept the general himself, has any right to order an 
®Y Could no officer oul of the country, and the general sees noth 
resent oper. ing in the case to justify a departure from regula- 
{ons and usage. 
Jam, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
W.W.S. BLISS, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
Major General Patterson, commanding 2d division, 
Camargo, Mexicc. 
A true copy: 


inforcemeny 
y Orleans. 
or Johnsoq 
rant Objects 
Pan te of 
: 11s 
Ne act @ SETH WILLIAMS, 
y 2d Lieut. Ist Art’y, A. D.C. 
vande and jy ons 
sible for the Headquarters Second Division, 
© government Army ef Occupation, 
son from the U. S. steamer Corvette, 3d Dec., 1846. 
n him, is, ig Major: 1 have the hunor to acknowledge the re- 
@ position of ceipt of your letter of the 28th of November. In 
ser by the de fll gecordance with the orders of the commanding gene- 
protested ang ral, | have suspended the embarkation of the L[ilinois 
p of General ME foot until I have received the instructions which you 
t doubt. will say were sent by Mayor’ McCall, who | hope will 
ers iN NO cage goon join me. 1 desire to say that Ll have given no 
) that may be orders to the Tennessee regiment of horse except 
and. for iis improvement in police and discipline. Ia 
O Exercise the my letter of the 24ih of November, 1 informed you 
rore Ulan rex filme tbat { should order the regiment of T’ennessee horse 
M1, officers not MMB {9 proceed as directed in your letter of the Sth of 
ico, should bef the same month. I am therefore somewhat ata loss 
es, and not to to undersiand Why the commanding general should, 
geddliigs, the in this case, direct you to express to me “his entire 
ag the repute MMM disapproval” of my proposing to co precisely what I 
had been ordered by him todo. Aithough | think | 
hada clear right to order “Captain Hunter, 2d dra- 
goons, to proceed to New Orleans and bring eut the 


i] 
AYLOR, horses and equipments for companies ‘EH’ and ‘K’ of 
A., Com’g. that regiment, so thal the men may be at onee mount- 
a ed and prepared for the field,’ and that there has 
yo, D.C. been no departure from the regulations of the army; 
yetas the commanding general disapproves of this 
Division, sep, and as Captain Hunter is vow on the boat with 
Occupation, me, 1 will order him back to Camargo. As I have 


ec Bth, 1846 

ad the honor t 
of the capluié 
ypled by we for 
d that I intend 


been Very anxious that all my proceedings in 
Mexico should merit and receive the apprebation 
of the general commanding, 1 cannot but regret 
that any act of mine should meet wiih lis disappro- 
bation. 


cominand. [have also to acknowledge the receipt of extract 
ading the army from special orders No. 179, the orizimal of which 
proceedings. Wwassent direct to Col. Baker. Ailhough he was 


under my immediate command, and stationed at the 
same place, | have to 1emark that | neither sent up 
approved any applieation of Coloue! Baker’s to 
go lo Washington; that his correspondence with 
headquarters was direct, aud did not pass through 
the usual channel. Colone! B.ker’s regiment will 
ow march with only ove field officer, (the major.) 
venlure to request that hereafter all correspoud 
nce with officers under my Command be passed 
\irough the usual channel. This is a courtesy due 
me, and | shall expect it. 

On my arrival at Matamoros, | will ascertain the 


of disapproval 
>» move by laid 
exertion to 0 
Hh leave here 

ved. 1 hopelt 
ausportalion h 
of the quarter 
in time to pr 
consider wysdl 
caused by want 


vant, Means of transportation and inform you when the 
rTERSON, dump under my Command will move. 

S. A. Coma: lam, sir, very respectfully, 

ar, Your ebdedient servant, 

ington, D. ©. R. PATTERSON, 


Major General U.S. A. comu’g. 
lajor W. W. 8. Biiss, Assistaat Avjutant Geueval, 
Headquarters Army of Occupativa, Souterey, 
Mexico. 


* Occupation, 
Nov. 28, 1846 
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oimmanding 6% 
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Headquarters army ef Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, Dec. 22, 1546. 
Sir: Agreeabiy to the plan announced in my des- 
alch No. 122, i jeit this piace on the ]5\h instant 
Victoria, having previously pul in motion the 
Mops destined for that point. At Mootemorelos a 
Nuclion was effected on the 17th wilh tie 2d iufan- 
ty, and 2d regiment of Jennessee (uot irom Camar- 
MY, aud it was intended wilh ithe whole force (say 
PU men) to murch on the 19ib for Vicluria. But 
le very evening of my arrival at Montemorelos a 
‘spatch arrived {rom General Worth, commanding 
'Saluilio, with the inteiligence that Santa Auna 
esighed to take advantage ol the diversion of furce 
Wards Victoria, aid by a rapid movement to strike 
tavy vlow at Saltilio, and if successiul, then al 
*heral Wool's furce at Parras. Under these cir- 
Miistances, and with no means of Judging how far 
“4 information might be well tounded, 1 deewed it 
per toreturn to this point, with the regular lorce, 




























































and thus be in position to reinforee Saltillo if neces- 
sary. The voluntecrs under Brig. Gen. Quitiman, 
reinforced by a field battery, were ordered to-con- 
tinue their march, and effect a junction with Gene- 
ral Patterson at Victoria, while | returned hither 
with Gen. Twiggs’ division, now increased by the 
2d infantry. 

In the mean time Major General Butler and Brig. 
Gen. Wool being advised by General Worth of a 
probable attack upon his position, moved rapidly to 
join him with all the available force at Parras and 
Monterey, while orders were despatched by Major 
Gen. Butler to hasten up troops from the rear. The 
latter general proceeded in person to Saltillo, and 
assumed the command, agreeably to instructions 
which { had given before my departure to meet a 
case like the present. 

I had proceeded beyond this point on my way to 
Saltillo, when 1 was met on the 20th by a despatch 
from the front, aunouncing the early arrival of Gen. 
Wool’s co!umn, und also that the expecied concen- 
tration and movement of the Mexican troeps.upon 
that position had not taken place; indeed that their 
advance posts had rather been withdrawn. Deem- 
ing the force now, and soon to be at Saltillo, quite 
sufficient to repel any demonsiration at this season 
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I have to acknowledge your letter to Capt. Turpin, 
(V.S.,) of Nov. 25th; copy of your letters to Major 
Johnson and Lieut. Bell, (V. S.,) of November 11th; 
‘general orders’? No. 50, and ‘‘special orders” Nos, 
108 and 111. 

1 am sir, very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Maj. General U. S. A. commanding, 
The Apsuranr Generat of the army, 
Washington, D, C. 
Headquarters Army of Occupation 
Montemorelos, Dec. 26, 1846. 

Sir: Your conmunication of November 30th, with 
enclosures relative to the occupation of Tampico 
has been received. : 

The prompt, and, in my opinion, sufficient mea- 
sures taken to garrison Tampico the moment that 
Commodore Perry arrived at the Brazos, were duly 
reported to the department; and I regret that it 
should have been considered necessary to give orders 
from Washington to garrison a place yoluntaril 
abandoned by the enemy, and within the theatre of 
my operations; bul, above all, that the diversion of 
a large body of regular troops to that point by the 





from San Luis Potusi, | nave not thought it worth 
while to throw forward Gen. Twiggs’s division to) 
that place, and after resting it to-day, | shail, to-mor- | 
row, pul it again in march for Victoria, moving for- | 
ward myself to that point. 


| 
| 
| 


orders of Brigadier General Brooke should be ap- 
proved, as seems to be the case. Those troops are 


not required at Tampico, but are much wanted at 


other points. 


In regard to the direct correspondance with Major 
General Fatterson, I have nothing to add to what 


:» ; , . 
Major General Patterson is supposed to be now | has been said in former letters, except that confusion 


well on his mareh trom Matamoros to Victoria, | 
owenten 'and embarrassment have ; 
where his division, except the Alebama regiment, | Qourse; and | must eeln gic hig ape pe 


(in garrison at Tampico.) will be brought together. |.) of mas ' 
With a force hulding in observation the passes from | 1¢ chief command, upon being left perfeetly free 





Tula, the garrison at ‘Tampico, may be much reduc- ders as may, in my own judgment, seem iost expe- 


| dient for the public service. 


ed with advantage to the service. 1 shall withdiaw 
from that place at once the mounted riflemen aud 
recruits that have been sent there. 

] respectfully inclose a letter received yesterday 
frem General Santa Anna in reply to my communi 
cation of December 4,a copy of which has been 
forwarded. 


My jast official date from Washington is Novem- | 


ber 10th. 
l am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Bi. Br. Gen. U.S. A. Comad’g. 
The Adjutant General of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 
[ Cranslation.] 

General: The commuuication of your exceliency 

of the 4th instant, and the enclosed printed sheet, in- 


form me the government of the United States have | 


ordered the release of General Dias de la Vega, and 
of the Mexiean officers who accompanied him, thus 
carrying into effect an exchange for the prisovers ol 
the brig Truxtun, as agreed upon between the coin- 
manding general of Vera Cruz and Commodore Con- 


ner. i shall give notice of this event to wy govern- | 


ment. 

{ shall also make known to it the measures your 
excellency has taken for the liberation of the Mexi 
caus who were detained near Matamoros, and in the 
name of the republic, | give you most sincere thanks 
fur this trait of humanily and generosity which, toa 
certain extent, alleviates (he distreases consequeut on 
a state of war. 

| have the honor to offer to your excellency my 
esteem and high consideration. 

Headquarters San Luis Potosi, Dec. 17, 1846. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 
Gen. Z. Vaylor, Major General commanding the 
army of the U.S. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
iMontemurelos, Dec. 26, 1846. 

Sir: L have the honor lo report that | reached this 
place yesterday, and shall to-morrow resume my 
marci: towards Victoria. I have despatched a \opo- 
graphical officer, with a squadcon of cavairy, to 
reconnoilre a pass through the mountains from this 
pot to Labradores, and thence to Linares. Gene- 
ral ‘Twiggs’s division came up this morning, and 
encamps three miles in advance. It will also mareh 
to-morrow. 

It is understood that Major General Patterson 
was to march on the 2let from Matamoros, having 
been delayed al (hat point by unavoidable causes.— 
He will probably join me near Victoria. 

I Jearned yesterday that the Mexican congress had 
elected Santa Apna president, and Gomez Farias 
Vice President of the republie, and have heard from 
several quarters that that body is favorably disposed 
towards negotiation. | hope at Victoria to obtain 
more precise intelligence as lo the state of things in 


to employ the officers and the troops under my ore 


{ am, sir, very o 
\fully, your ob’t serv’t, Z. TA YioR. 
Major General, U. §. Army, 

The Apsuranr GENERAL, of the army W ashing- 
| ton DC. ma 
Headquarters Army Occupation 
Camp near Victoria, Mexico, Jan. 7, 1847. 
| Sir: i have the honor to advise you that, on the 
| 29th ulliaio, Brigadier General Quitman occupied 

without resistance, the city of Victoria, capital of the 
state of ‘Tamaulipas. The enemy had a body of 
soe 1,500 cavalry in the town, with its advanced 
picket at Santa Engracia, but it fell back as General 
Quiltmau approached, and is understood to be now at 
_Jaumave, in the direction of Tula. At Tula there 
(is a strong division of observation, unuer the com- 
mand of Gen. Valencia. 

Au examination of the mountain pass leading to 
| Tula shows that it is entirely impracticable for are 
lillery or wagons. Such is also pelieved to be the 
character of (he Santa Barbara pass, which opens in 
‘the direction of ‘l'ampico. 

1 arrived here with the division of Brig. General 
Twiggs on the 4th instant, and was joined on the 
same day by the force which Major General Pat- 
_sersou conducted from Matamoros. The force now 
collected here is over 5,000 strong, and, | am ha 
to add, in excellent health, and in good condition for 
service. 
| Lam unofficially advised that Maj. Gen. Scott ig 
/hew ia the country, under orders trom the govern- 

ment. 1 propose to remain at this point until | ean 
lear from him, and determine what disposition to 
make of the troops now here. I am constantly ex- 
peneee despatehes from his headquarters. 
| dhe recounoissance of the mountain passes leadi 
| to Labradores, alluded to in my iedans R ates 
| December 26, was completely successful, so far as 

lo delermine the character of the routes, &e.; but l 
|Pegret lo report that, on the return of the party to 
| Linares, the escort was attacked in a difficult pass of 
the mountain, and the baggage and ten men of the 
rear guard cut off. [t is hoped that the rear guard 
may have eilecied their escape, and will yet join us 
The officer und non-commissioned vilicer of the rear 
guard are in arrest, and the former under charges.— 
I am i.appy to say that no blame can attach to Lieut. 
Col. May, who commanded the escort, for this un- 
fortunate occurrence. His detailed report will be 
for warded hereufier. 

We have newspapers from the city of Mexico to 
ihe 19th of December, at which date the congress 
had taken no action in regard to the war or the elec- 
ion of President. The country seems to be in a 
very distracted condition, and the tone of the public 
press more desponding than heretofore. 

lam sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. army commanding. 
The Apsuranr Genera. of the army, 


| 
| 
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CHRONICLE. 


BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA. 

To fully appreciate Gen. Taytor on the occasion of 
the battle just omasts it must be recollected that he took 
upon himself the delicate responsibility, contrary to the 
advice, which under the circumstances of the case, in 
fact amounted to an order of his commanding officer, 
Gen. Scott, probably in accordance with a plan of cam. 
paign arranged at Washington before the latter left that 
city—we allude to Gen. T'aylor advancing beyond Saltillo 
to meet and fight the enemy, instead of evacuating that 
post to the enemy and retiring to Monterey, as he was 
advised, if not ordered to do, and as itis manifest that 
Gen. Scott intended he skould do, when withdrawing 
Gen. Worth’s command and so many of the regulars. 
Gen. Taylor differed in opinion, distinguished what was 
the best course, staked every thing upon the issue, and 
marched up to it at every hazard. His volun‘eers were all 
AMERICAN SOLDIERS. The rvsult is, a TRIUMPH! 

The despatches from Gen. Taylor to the department 
of war were brought by Mr. Crirrenpen, a volunteer 
aid-de-camp of Gen. Taylor during the battle. Mr. 
Crittenden lefi Gen. Taylor, with his army, at Agua 
Nueva on the 2d March, and brought the despatches 
aiong the usual route from Monterey to Camargo, under 
the escort of about 250 troops, commanded by Major 
Geddings, having a long train of some 130 empty wa- 
gons. As they approached Cerralvo, a small party was 
sent in to provide forage, &c., when the enemy under 
Urrea were discovered, about 1,500 strong. Our troops 
were immediately placed on the delensive, and received 
the assault of the superior numbers with the resvlution 
of men determined to cut their way through. They 
were repulsed with the loss of about 30 men, while we 
lost about half the number. A part of our baggage 
train was destroyed, (40 or 50 0f the wagons,) when the 
gallant Urrea made his retreat in the direction of the 
Tula pass. ‘The teamsters were unwilling to proceed 
without a stronger escort, and Mr. Crittenden was de- 
tained five or six days at Cerralvo, when Col. Curtis 
arrived from Camargo with a large body of troops. He 
was too late to overtake Urrea, who had probably com- 
menced his retreat as soon as he heard of Santa Anna’s 
discomfiture. Colonel Curtis proceeded to Monterey, 
the enemy having fled as rapidly as possible, and this 
may be the last that we shall hear of them on this side 
of Tula and San Luis for some time. 








Buena Vista. The New Orleans Picayune of the 
26th March, says:—‘As we have before stated, the 
fighting on the 22d of February—an unfortunate day 
upon which to attack an American army—was confin- 
ed principally to cannonading and skirmishing with 
light troops. The bloody business was done on the 
23d, which was opened by an attack from our side. 
under the direction of General Wool. A portion of 
the advance was shaken by overwhelming numbers, 
but was supported by Gen. Taylor, who brought forward 
the reserve and decided the day by a resistless charge. 

What is bere said in a few words required a day to 
consummate; and a recital ofthe incidents and man- 
@uvres which ended so triumphantly would demand 
many columns for space. Ans ye-witness—one who was 
near Gen. ‘l’aylor’s person all the time with the excep- 
tion of those intervals during which he was carrying his 
orders over the field—informs us that not a man, with 
the exception above noticed, ot the American lines, wa- 
vered for an instant whilst facing the most galling fire 
and receiving the repeated charges of the enemy, which 
itis but candor to say, were conducted with spirit and 
address. 

As an instance of the desperation with which both 
armies fought, Mr. Crittenden who acted as Gen ‘T'aylor’s 
aid throughout the fight, when asked whether the Mexi- 
cans had taken three pieces of ordnance from us, as 
Santa Anna reported, replied in the affirmative, and 
said thatthe guns were not given up till every man at 
them was shot down and every horse killed near them; 
and, moreover, that in beating them off, the Mexicans 
suffered a loss of some six hundred men. 

They interfered madly between the retreating guns 
and our men seeking to regain them. These guns were 
a part of Capt. Washington’s battery, under the com; 
mand of Lieut. O’Brien. Lieut. O'B. was wounded be- 
fore his guns were taken, and when reporting his loss to 
Gen. Taylor was complimented for his bravery—it was 
no faultof his. Capt. Washington was in another part 
of the field and sustained himself with great coolness 
and intelligence, as did Captains Bragg and Sher- 
man, with their respective batteries—in all but 14 guns. 

It may be here proper to explain the circumstances 
upon which a report was founded that Gen. Taylor had 
sent Santa Anna a flag of truce during the action. It 
occurred that a body of Mexican infantry about a thou- 
sand strong had become detached from Santa Anna’s 
army, and were being mowed down with terrible sla ugh- 
ter. 

Gen. Taylor sent Mr. Crittenden, with a flag, to say 
to them that if they would surrender he would stop kil- 
ling them. When Mr. Crittenden got amongst them he 
was taken by them to Santa Anna with his eyes blind- 
folded. This he remonstrated against without effect.— 


When he was brought to Santa Anna he was asked his 


mission. 


He told him he had no message for him; that he was 
sent to ash a detached force to surrender to save the ef- 
usion of blood, and as his errand was succesful he 


demanded to be sent back to his : eneral. 


It was then that Santa Anna requested him to tell 


tected and well cared for. Mr. Crittenden replied, that 
he had no commission to speak with him (Santa Anna) 
upon that or any other matter, but it was no use to send 
ucha message, as General Tuylot never surrender ed. 





SANTA ANNA’S REPORT OF THE BATTLE 

OF BUENA VISTA. 

Republican Liberating Army. 

General in-Chief—Excellent sir: During a moment of 
leisure—it being now 7 o’clock in the morning—I have 
to inform your excellency, in order that you may com 
municate the same to the sr. vice president of the Re- 
public, that the army under my command, after a pain- 
ful and long march over the desert between the Cedral 
and this place, has had to encounter a battle that lasted 
two days, with the United States Army under General 
Taylor, composed of 8 or 9000 men, with 26 pieces of 
artillery. Both armies have fuught a bloody and desper- 
ate fight. This morning the action commenced at six 
o'clock, and continued untilsunset. The field of battle 
is covered with the dead. Blood has flowedin torrents. 
‘Two standards, which Ihave the honor to send your 
excellency, were taken by us, together with three pie- 
ces of artillery, the calibre of 6 and 4 pounders, with 
their horses. Although the battle was not decisive I can 
assure your Excellency that the field, however stoutly 
disputed, finally remained in our possession, a8 1S man- 
ifested by the trophies Ihave mentioned. Upwards of 
2000 of the enemy’s dead lie strewed upon the field of 
battle, and we have taken some prisoners, the exact 
number of whom has not been made known to me. 
On our part I regret to say that with gererals, officers, 
and troops, we have lost in killed and wounded about 
1000—readily accounted tor by the obstinate encounter 
we have had—lasting through two successive Gays.— 
During one of the charges to-day my horse was killed by 
agrape-shot. ‘The strong position of the enemy was all 
that saved him from a complete route. 
A few hours before I reached this point the enemy, 
having notice of our advance, retired from his position at 
Agua Nueva, where he was first posted, and fell back to 
his defile, which may be even compared to the Pass of 
Thermopylae. Buthe must have been taught by the 
experience of these two days, that neither the rugged 
steep of the mountain nor his fortified position, nor any 
other of his advantages, could restrain the Mexican sol- 
dier from battling ia defence of his country and her rights. 
Our soldiers are indeed worthy of all commendation, 
and I glory in the consciousness of being at the head of 
an army ot heroes, who not only know how to fizht brave- 
ly but to suffer patiently both hunger and thirstfor forty- 
eight hours, a sacrifice required of them by the nation, 
and of which I have myself been a witness. 

The only painful reflection I have at this moment is 
that nota buscuit nor a particle of rice can be had here 
fur our sick and wounded. We have subsisted, for ma- 
ny days, on meat alone. Thus is verified the complaints 
I have heretofore made of ‘he neglect this army has suf- 
fered, fromm having to depend for supplies on its own re- 
sources during the last two months. I will now add that 
it is not possible to carry on the campaign successfully 
unless the army is provided with all the supplies required 
in war. I therefore think of moving back my camp to- 
morrow morning to Agua Nueva, three leagues distant, 
to provide myself with some necessaries that must have 
arrived at the hacienda of Macarnacion; and if I sue- 
ceed in obtaining those necessaries, and relieve myself 
of the incumbrance of the wound, | willreturn to the 
charge—in spite of ny own wound, which has reopen- 
edin consequence of being continually on horseback 
twelve hours ofeach day. 

In the detailed account of this obstinate combat, which 
T shall soon present, due notice will be given of the gen- 
erals, chiefs, officers and others who have bravely fought, 
and poured out their blood in defence of the country.— 
I have not been willing to detain this report for such de- 
tails, supposing the supreme government would wish to 
have the earliest account of these successes. ‘To morrow 


Excellency the said detailed account, together with a 
notice of subsequent occurrences. 

Accept, I pray your excellency, with this explanation, 
the consideration of my particular esteem, God and Lib- 
erty. Field of Angostura, near Buena Vista, February 
23, 1847. ANTONIO LOPEZ DESANTA ANNA. 

His Excellency, the Minister or War. 


THE CONDITION OF THE BANKS. 
Among the documeuts sent to the hcuse of repre- 
sentatives toward the close of the session, was the 
annual report of the treasury department on the 
condition of the banks. From it we extract the fol- 





cording to returns dated nearest to January 1, 1845, 
and January 1, 1847. 


Jan. 1846. Jan. 1847. 
Whole No. of banks 
and branches from 
which returns have 
been received 707 715 


Capital paid in 


or the day after I will cause to be transmitted to your 


lowing comparative view of these institutions, ac- 


$196,894,309 $203,070,622 


—E —_ 





42,012,095 35,135,516 


105,525 427 
96,913,070 
28,218,568 

5,331,572 


Specie 

Liabilities. 
Circulation 

Deposites 

Due to other banks 
Other liabilities 
Aggregate of current 
credits, i. e., of spe- 
cie and deposites 
Aggregate of circula- 
tions, deposites, and 
sums due to other 
banks, i. e., of im- 
mediate liabilities 
Aggregate of specie, 
specie funds, notes 
of other banks on 
hand, and sums due 
by other banks, i. e. 
of immediate means 95,002,942 93,283,404 
In these returns are included, it is believed, all the 
specie paying banks and their branches, except 
about fifteen in 1846, and about twenty in 1847, 
The table shows that the operations of the banks, 
have during the past year, been quite regular, when 
compared with some former years. The circulation 
was aboat the same on the Ist of January, 1846, and 
the Ist of January, 1847, and the amounts due to and 
from other banks about the same. In the deposites 
there was a decrease of about five millions, and there 
was a smal) decrease in ‘other liabilities.” 

In the amount of specie on hand there was, accor. 
ding to the returns, a decrease of nearly seven mil- 
lions;.but this was rather apparent than real, and 
caused principally by the banks of Pennsylvania, 
which, in November, 1845. made distinct returns of 
specie and treasury notes, putting the two together 
in their returns for November, 1846. The total 
amount held by those banks at the last mentioned 
date was $5,716,618, all which, in the summing up, 
is included under the head of specie funds. Five 
millions of this amount were probably in specie, 
which, added to the sum given in the table, would 
swell the specie in the banks to about forty millions. 
If to this could be added the amount held by certain 
banks, from which returns were received in 1346, 
but none for 1847, it would probably be found that 
the total of specie in the banks was not diminished 
between the dates of the returns. 

Taking specie and specie funds together, the ag. 
gregate was $50,398,575 in 1846, and $48,922,296 in 
1347. 

The loans and discounts of the banks were three 
hundred aud twelve millions in 1846, and three hun- 
dred and ten millions in 1847. Here is a slight de- 
crease; but add to the loans and discounts the stocks, 
real esiatee and ‘‘uther investments,” and it will be 
found that the total is 363 millions in 1847, against 
360 millions in 1646, makisg an increase of three 
millions in the aggregate of investments supposed lo 
yield income. 

All these things show that, neither the war, the 
change in the tariff, nor the constitutional treasury, 
has sensibly diminished the power of the banks to 
afford facilities to regular traders or even specula: 
tors. In few years have the movements of the banks 
been as regular as they were during the last. If 
the causes mentioned, or any others, have checked a 
tendency to bauk expansion, they have hada salu- 

tary effect, for, any great addition to our bank nole 
currency, would give birth to a spirit of wild spec 
ulation which would ultimately prove ruinous (0 
thousands. 

lt is true, indeed, that the new tariff did not take 
effect till December, and that the specie clause 0 
the constitutional! treasury act is not yet in full oper 
ation, but both these measures, so far as they were 
likely to influence the operations of the ba:.ks, were 
made to produce their effects by anticipation, through 
the panies got up by foolish politicians, interesté 
speculators and unprincipled schemers. 

{t is also proper to observe that, though the tuble 
shows the condition of the banks according to Ie 
turns dated nearest to January Ist, 1847, yet the re 
turns from the banks in Vermont are for August, those 
in Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Islaad, Virg!#!% 
South Carolina, and Georgia, for October, and those 
in New York, Peonsylvania, North Carolina, Ohio, 
and Indiana for November 1846. , 

In the months which have elapsed since the banke 
of the different states made their last annual reper 
some ton millions of specie have been imported into 
the country, and about seven millions more are nowy 
according to the bes! accounts, on the way- dr 
constitutional treasury system, will, it is to be ig OF 
actasa balance wheel in she systein, at least i" 
certain extent, and prevent that wild and ultimately 
ruinous expansion of bank credits, which such a 
influx of specie would, under ordinary circumsta 


105,519 766 
91,792'533 
28,539 889 

4,706,077 


202,465,497 197,312,999 


230,684,065 225,852,197 








Gen. Taylor that ifhe would surrender he would be pro- 








Resources. 
Loans and discounts 312,114,404 310,282,945 
Stocks 21,486,834 20,158,351 
Real estate 19,099,000 21,219,865 
Other investments 7,913,591 12,206 112 
Due by other banks 31,689,946 31,783,641 
Notes of other banks 12,914,423 13,112,467 
Specie funds 8,386,478 13,789,780 


ces, be sure to produce.— Washington Union. 
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